
Creating a Superhero 
Reader! 

How to best help your child at home  
with their literacy skills 

 
Harbordale Elementary 

April 25, 2017 
 







How do I get my child to like reading? 
 

What do I do if she can’t decode a word? 
 

Should he really be reading every night? 
 

Am I pushing too hard? 
 

Should I correct the mistakes on the HW? 





Reading, why is it so important? 
1.  Practice makes perfect!  Same goes for reading. 
2.  Reading exercises and strengthens the brain. 
3.  Reading improves concentration, it requires focus.  Avid  
     readers are more focused adults. 
4.  Reading builds background.  It teaches us about the world 
     and exposes us to new ideas. 
5.  Reading improves vocabulary and overall language skills. 
6.   Reading improves writing abilities…they go hand and hand! 
7.  Reading improves imagination. 
8.  Reading improves empathy skills. 
9.  Regular readers excel in school…in ALL areas! 
10.  Reading actually relaxes the body and soothes the mind. 
(P.S.  TV and Video Games can stress the brain out!) 
 





Make Reading a Ritual  
•  Set a routine (bath, book, bed) 
•  Allow your child to pick their favorite book as many times as they want 
•  Make an inviting/cozy environment 
•  Have a variety of reading materials like magazines, poems, comics, fiction 

and nonfiction 
•  Keep books in the car, in your bag, by the bed, etc. 
•  Even on a busy day…READ…even if only for 5 minutes 
•  READ EVERYTHING! Signs, food labels, cookbooks, directions, etc 
•  Listen to audio books while following along in the book, go to Tumble Books, 

Storyline Online, You Tube, etc 
•  Make going to the library a treat, or even Barnes and Noble  
       (tell friends and relatives to buy them books or giftcards) 
•  Read the book, then watch the matching movie… 
       make it a BIG deal 
 





Read to Your Child, with Your Child,  
  and Have Your Child Read to You 

•  Reading aloud is a MUST!  
•  It creates a love of books, reading, and provides a model of what good 

reading sounds like 
•  DON’T STOP reading to your child…even when they can read independently 
•   Read and have your child point to the words (for beginners) 
•   Read alternate pages or paragraphs 
•  Have “think alouds” during the reading…ask questions and make predictions 
•  Read silently as a family.  Turn off the TV and have the whole family read 

independently in the same room…then discuss what each of you read 
•  MODEL being a reader! 

















Ok, how do I know what my kid should be reading? 



Setting the Stage 
•  Before reading, look at the cover, title, and author 
• Ask to make predictions about the book 
• Do a picture walk (flip to each page and look at the 

pictures and talk about them) 
• Confirm or change predictions 
•  Point out words that may be difficult, introduce and 

talk about them  
• During and after reading ask questions to guide and 

check comprehension 



Pause, Prompt, Praise 
Don’t worry about teaching reading, that is the teacher’s job, but here are 
some helpful tips: 
•  PAUSE – if your child comes to an unknown word or makes a mistake, 

pause for 3 seconds.  This allows time for self-correction. 

•  PROMPT – If there is no self-correct, give the word or offer a prompt 
such as offering the beginning sound or encouraging to re-read the 
sentence. 

•  PRAISE – Give encouragement by congratulating when finishing a page, or 
•  Getting through a difficult word, having few or no errors, reading 

fluently, or showing comprehension. 





Read to Self (Independently) 
•  Try to find books based on interest and ability 
•  Going on a trip? Find books to research the area 
•  Try a series or author 
•  Instead of setting a time, set a goal like a chapter or  
•  amount of pages – STAMINA is key 
•  Still Set the Stage and discuss after…CHAT, NOT QUIZ 
•  Ask about a favorite part, exciting event, interesting character. 
     setting, problem, solution…SOMEBODY WANTED BUT SO… 











Be Supportive and Realistic 
•  No bribing!  A reward could be a visit to the library or a new book 
•  No criticizing or judging 
•  Let them read anything they are interested in,  
     even if you don’t approve…it is better than nothing 
•  Not every book needs to be finished if not interested 
•  Don’t compare your child to others. 
•  Don’t expect MAJOR changes overnight…LOOK for small changes 
•  Use sites like Scholastic and AR Bookfinder to check levels of books 
•  Know your child’s reading level.  Ask the teacher 
•  Know grade level expectations 

 







Putting it to Paper 
•  Readers are good writers and writers are good readers 
•  Leave notes for your kid, ask a question and ask them to write back 
•  Have a family chalkboard that encourages writing 
•  Always have your child write their own cards and thank yous 
•  Encourage them to write or send emails to friends and family 
•  Buy a cute journal and fun pen for keeping a diary 
•  Keep exciting writing utensils and paper in the house and accessible 
•  Keep a travel journal on trips 
•  Print out photos and have your child write captions for a scrapbook 
•  Make Shutterfly type books together 
•  Write or email a favorite star or author 







Spelling/Writing Do’s and Don’ts 
•  Don’t correct your child’s spelling, ask them to sound it out and write all 

the sounds 
•  Don’t let them rely on you  
•  Do correct tricky words you know they have learned before like sight 

words that cannot be sounded out 
•  Do focus on word families and roots of words 
 



Word Play  

Play games as a family that encourage word play like 
BOGGLE 

SCRABBLE 
HEADBANDZ 
HANGMAN 

BANANAGRAMS 
ETC… 

 










