Summer Assignment 2018: Cambridge AICE History I
Mrs. Lehrman- Stacy.lehrman@browardschools.com
Please write out the responses to the following questions. This should be your own work – not that of your friends and/or
classmates. Be prepared to discuss and turn in your work when you return to school in the fall.
I. US History Basic Review – Use any books or online resources to answer these questions. You can access the textbook
on Canvas or use any valid source. Be sure to identify where you found your info (the web address will do for online
resources).
1.

2.
3.

The United States has had two different types of government in its history as an independent nation, each with a
different structure
a. What was the first government of the independent United States (1781-1789)? What type of government
structure was this? Explain. What were the accomplishments and failures of this government?
b. What is the second government of the United States (1789 to the present)? What type of government
structure does it have? Explain. Why was it called a bundle of compromises?
c. Compare & contrast the two governments of the United States. In what ways are they similar? In what
ways are they different?
d. Compare & contrast the first two party system (Federalists and Jeffersonian Republicans) in the US. How
did the two party system begin, in what ways were the similar? In what ways are they different? What
happened to these two parties?
What was the Missouri Compromise of 1820? Why was it so controversial?
What new territories did the US gain in the Mexican-American War 1846-1848?

II. Read Ch. 3 of The Impending Crisis by David M. Potter –A copy is attached to my summer work. Feel free to print off
a copy so that you can annotate the text, as needed.
4.
5.
6.

Identify several issues that had divided the North & the South and led to increasing sectionalism ever since the
founding of the United States.
How did the government structure of the United States contribute to this sectionalism, especially on the issue of
slavery?
Identify the four basic positions on slavery or “formulas” that the author says emerged as a way of dealing with the
issue of slavery in the newly acquired western territories of the US.
a. Give a basic description of each position or formula.
b. Compare and contrast the four positions or formulas.
i. In what ways were they similar?
ii. In what ways were they different?
iii. If you had to categorize or group the four positions/formulas, how would you do it? Which ones
are most similar? Which ones are most different? Explain why you grouped them like you did?
iv. Which position/formula seems to you the best way to deal with the issue of slavery in the
western territories? Explain your response.

III. Vocabulary– Identify the following terms which are used or referred to in the reading The Impending Crisis.
7.

Write the definition and significance of the following terms using the time period of 1840s-1850s:
a. Sectionalism
j. Stephen A. Douglas
b. 3/5th Compromise (1780-90s)
k. James Polk
c. Federalists (1780-90s)
l. Manifest Destiny
d. Jeffersonian Republicans (1780-90s)
m. Free-Soilers
e. Annexation of Texas
n. James Buchanan
f. Wilmot Proviso
o. Lewis Cass
g. Louisiana Purchase
p. Democrats vs. Whigs
h. Henry Clay
q. John C. Calhoun
i. Popular Sovereignty
r. Dred Scott decision

If you have any questions, feel free to email me at Stacy.lehrman@browardschools.com. I hope you have a great
summer!

