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Authentic learning made easy

Teacher Introduction
By Ann Michaelsen

One of the greatest gifts we can give our students is the opportunity to create their own
education instead of having it delivered to them. With the teacher as an expert and guide
students can learn how to take ownership of the content and get a better sense of what needs
to be done. When you involve students in meaningful activities, the work they do makes sense.

In this book, you will get a unique insight into how it is to be a teacher in a student-centered
classroom. For educators the myriad of technological possibilities tied together with 21st
century skills sometimes seem overwhelming and too great a challenge. This book offers an
easy systematic approach on how to change your classroom.

The book is unique in the sense that it tells the story from the students’ perspective. Twenty-
seven students offer hands on
experience and expertise on
how it is to be a connected
learner. In an authentic
collaborative project in
partnership with their teacher,
they show how technology
works and how easy it is to
implement it in your class. The
book covers all the basic topics
needed to start collaborating
across networks and how to
develop proficiency with the
tools of technology. We challenge the myth of all students being digital natives. This is a how-to-
do-this for students as well.

As a classroom teacher, you cannot create your own educational system. However, you can
change what is going on in your classroom. This book will show you how to help your students
become connected leaners. Our hope is that teachers and students will be able to model a true
learner centered environment!



Student Introduction:
by David, Victor and Tobias

Webucation is the path to digital learning. This book takes you through an epic learning
adventure. It does not matter if you are a student or a teacher — this book has something for
you. It teaches you how, step by step, to create a global learning portal that connects your
school and classroom to a vast amount of different ways to learn.

This book is a project written by 27 young and inspired Norwegian students together with their
experienced classroom teacher. This year, our English class is an active, web-based, networked
educational environment, and we want to teach YOU how to master the skills of webucation.
We will teach you how to make a blog and integrate it into your learning; we will discuss the
positive effects of a digital classroom and inspire you to use digital tools.

We know from experience that it can be difficult for some students to read a whole book. That
is why we have arranged the book in a way that allows you to browse through chapters. You can
easily access the chapters that you need and want to read without feeling that you have missed
anything.

Teachers sometimes struggle to find good use of digital tools for learning. At Sandvika High, 27
students have dedicated their first year of high school to test out different ways to combine
pedagogy with technology in the classroom. In the process, we have written this book to share
our knowledge and findings with you.

You might ask yourself why this book is so phenomenal compared to all the other books about
learning online that are published. Well, the reason is that this book is written by experienced
high school students. Our goal is to push you off a cliff into the swirling waters of digital
education. After pushing you over the edge, we will show you how to avoid the razor sharp
rocks you might encounter in a digital world with unreliable websites and the constant danger
of being distracted. Finally, yet importantly, we will help you swim safely to shore using the
well-tested tools we are using in our own education. So power up your computer and enjoy the
ride.

[ Table of Contents ] [ How to use ]




Front-page motif “Monet Bridge”

Once you've heard something, you can't unhear it. Once you've learnt something, you can't
unlearn it. Once you've crossed a bridge, you can't uncross it. Learning is like crossing a bridge -
you're near the edges, leaving your comfort zone. While you're on that bridge you experience
something new, and as you step off you're back on the ground, steady and further along the
path.

We all cross
bridges
throughout life.
Each morning in
our city, people cross Lgkke Bridge, most of whom
are students at Sandvika High School. We cross it to
learn, and at the end of the day, we return, having
gained in knowledge and experience. After
graduating from Sandvika High School, we will have
crossed this bridge at least 1140 times. Students step
on that bridge as first year students, and step off it as
third year graduates. The bridge remains the same, but the students change. They take their
first steps across as teenagers and their last as new adults. It is up to the teachers and the
students to make these years count. To make it unique, to make it something you will never
forget. Connected learning and writing a book are exactly that, unique and life changing!

Sandvika High School is encircled by a shy
river marking the border of the school
grounds. Lgkke Bridge has for the past 30
years been used as a pedestrian crossing
between Lgkke Park and Sandvika High. The
bridge is Norway's first cast iron bridge. It
was built at Baeerums Jernverk in 1829 as
part of the main road from Oslo to
Drammen. In 1977 the cast-iron bridge was
displaced by a modern one, causing it to be
moved over the Sandvika River. The marvel
behind this bridge is mainly its artistic attraction. The bridge is characterized by circles that
decrease on either side, with wooden planks on top. Johannes Flintoe (1838), Frederik Collett
(1889) and Claude Monet (1895) have all painted this bridge. Locally the bridge is also known as
the "Monet bridge," after the painting shown here.

Sources: Det Store Norske Leksikon and Wikipedia




HOW TO USE - quick guide to practical applications

We hope this book can get you started on creating a global classroom with the use of
technology. In case you feel like skipping some parts of the book and moving on to the HOW TO,
we have listed our recommendations on this page. On the bottom of each page in this book, you
will find a link to “Table of contents” and “how to use”.

e How to use OneNote and SkyDrive
e How to start a Twitter account

e How to set up your blog

e Setup an RSS feed

e Start a Skype account

e Smart search engines

e 10 games and their educational value
e The secret of recording

e Google docs

e Facebook groups to collaborate

e Wordle

e Flip your classroom

e WebNotes, sharing notes online

e Dropbox

e Embed videos in your PowerPoint
e Download videos from YouTube

WHAT TO DISCUSS - Topics to discuss with students in class

e Shared vision

e Deep Learning for Students

e Authentic learning

e What motivates me?

e Digital literacy

e Four Questions for teachers to ask before implementing Technology
e Questions for students about technology

e What most schools don't teach

e |f students could decide, how would you structure your school day?
e Drafting guidelines on how to use the net responsibly

e Plagiarism

e Assessments and evaluations in school

Visit our website for more info and videos!
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The authors

1. Ann S. Michaelsen (@annmic) is the teacher and also an
administrator at Sandvika High School in Oslo Norway. In 2012
she was listed on Microsoft’s webpage dailyedventures. She is an
active writer of the blog Teaching Using Web 2.0 where she offers
advice to fellow educators. She is a writer at the Powerful
Learning Practice and a member of their advisory board. In this
book she has written about topics she thinks are important for
students today. Her wish is that the students will be more
engaged in their learning and be able to use technology to
connect with other learners in different parts of the world.

2. Haakon Bakker (@HaakonHoelB) has been the
project leader and he has coordinated the work. He is not
only a student at Sandvika; he is also the first Norwegian
iTech with iCracked, where he works to make the world a
better place for unlucky iPhone owners. Haakon loves
working on his Mac and iPhone. He is a committed
developer; he currently has two apps on Apple's App
Store. Today he is working on several other projects as
well. In this book, Haakon has written texts about
WolframAlpha, WordPress and RSS. He has also written
the article “Think differently” and “What most schools
don’t teach”.

Check out his blog: http://www.relatedsignals.com

3. David Stafford (@davidstaford) is a happy boy from Norway. His
life consists of a happy mix of friends, tennis, scouting and shooting.
Even though his spare time is full of activities, school is the single most
time consuming activity he is a part of. In this book, David has written
texts about sharing documents, writing in the same documents and
iTunes U. He have also been one of the chapter editors in chapter 8
and helped write some of the articles there.

4. Ulrik Randsborg Lie (@Ulrikrl) lives in Asker, and is
a student at Sandvika High school. In his spare time, he
practices archery and politics, mostly on a local level. He
has a special interest in history and social science, which is
one of the main reasons he is active in politics. In this book,
he has written about how gaming can be used as a way of
learning, and some smaller texts.
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5. Marie @ie (@Marieoie) is a seventeen year old student
at Sandvika High School. She loves to write and be creative,
and she plans to be a journalist in her future so that she can
make a living out of writing, creating, dreaming and
travelling. Her dream job has for many years been to be
editor-in-chief for the international fashion magazine Vogue,
since she also has a big passion for fashion. In this book, she
has been project leader and in charge for the introduction
chapter. She has also contributed with "Some words from
the chapter editor" and “Some words from the project
leaders”, "Motivation in school", "Choosing to learn about
what you are interested in" and she has written the interview with Silvia Rosenthal Tolisano.
Next school year, she has chosen physics, chemistry and media & communication as her
subjects.

6. Fride Anthonisen (@frideda) is a student at Sandvika high
school. She loves to hang out with her friends and watch TV-
shows and movies. She is very sporty, and plays football
several times a week. She loves food, and eats a lot all the
time. At school, her favorite subjects are economics, social
studies and languages. In this book, she has written about our
school, how to set up a blog, thoughts and goals about the
project and she contributed on the interview with Silvia
Rosenthal Tolisano.

7. Kasper Lie Tgnnesen (@LieKasper) is a student at Sandvika High
School. His contributions to this book are "How will a network benefit
you later in life, like when you attend university or start on your
career?", "Padlet.com", Interviews with students, teachers, politicians
and how to make a paper version of the book in addition to the E-
book. Kasper is interested in social studies and economics, and has
therefore chosen social economy, business
economy and international English as his
subjects for his next school year.

&1

8. Heidi Houge (@HeidiHouge) is a happy girl from Asker in
Norway. She is one of the students at Sandvika high school who has
written texts in this book. Heidi likes to run and hang out with friends.
She is not sure about what she wants to do in the future, but she is
contemplating Law School. Heidi has written about commenting on
blogs and some posts about students' voices in this book.
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9. Ewa Bartus (@englishewa) is a student at Sandvika
High School. She likes to hang out with her friends and
exercise. Her favorite subjects are PE and English. In the
future, she wants to become a doctor. She wants to be
fluent in at least 4 languages because she wants to study
abroad. In this book, she has contributed with a text about
why it is important to learn, and what motivates her. She
has also written a small post about Edublogs and
commented on “How distracted do
you get when friends contact you on
Facebook and Skype?”

10. Stein Fredrik Hesstvedt (@steinhesstvedt) is a student at Sandvika
high school. He plays football and likes to hang out with his friends and
girlfriend. In addition, he is also a football coach for 13-year-old boys. His
favorite subjects are English, physical education and social studies. In the
book, he has contributed with why it is important for students to learn
how to use technology.

11. Hanne Wiger (@HanneWiger) is a student
at Sandvika high school. Her favorite subjects are English and PE. In
her spare time, she works, goes to the gym and spends time with her
friends. She really wants to study abroad after high school in an
English speaking country. However, she still does not know what she
wants to study. In this book, she has contributed with a text about
how you can interact and collaborate through the internet and the
Edublog awards. Hanne has been a chapter editor for chapter six
about digital literacy, and she has written a few articles for this
chapter.

12. Karoline Hestsveen (@khestsveen) is a student at
Sandvika high school. Her favorite subjects at school are
Spanish and English, and in her spare time, she likes to
spend time with her friends, and go to the gym. She still
has not decided what she wants to study after high
school. In this book, she has contributed with a text about
connecting and collaborating with people through the
Internet. She has been chapter editor for chapter six,
"Digital Literacy", and she has written a few articles in this
chapter.

[ Table of Contents ] [ How to use ]



https://twitter.com/englishewa
https://twitter.com/steinhesstvedt
https://twitter.com/HanneWiger
https://twitter.com/khestsveen

12. Ingeborg Bjertnes (@ingeborgbjertne) is a student
at Sandvika High School. In this book, she has written
about how to use Twitter, how to use Facebook carefully,
how to express yourself at the Internet and how use
different digital programs to collaborate with other
students and classes. Her interests are hanging out with
friends and work out. She is not sure what she wants to do
after High School, but she is considering studying business
administration.

13. Katinka Winther Hjelt (@katinkahjelt) is a student at Sandvika High School. In this book,
she has contributed with different texts such as how to use
digital programs to collaborate with other students, how to

~~~~~ —— — - use Facebook carefully, how to start a Twitter account, and
how to express yourself on the Internet. She has also
written about good alternatives when Google Reader is no
longer available. Furthermore, she has also been in charge
for chapter 4, seven steps to connect, with Ingeborg, and
together they have written a summary of the whole
chapter. Her interests are being with friends and show
jumping. She wants to study
after high school, perhaps
abroad, but is not sure what she wants to study yet.

14. Amalie Lundervold (@AmalieLundervol) is a 17-year-old girl
studying at Sandvika High school. Her future dreams is to travel
around the whole world,(maybe twice?) studying abroad and be
happy. Next year, she has chosen psychology, politics and human
rights and PE - cross-country skiing. Amalie is a girl with huge plans
for her future, but she is not sure about where she is about to end
up when it comes to education. She also loves to talk to people,
work out, be happy and daydream.

15. Julia Zofia Kurylowicz (@juliazofiaa) is a student at
Sandvika High School. In the future, she would like to
study Psychology at The Jagiellonian University of
Cracow. Her favorite subject at school is Spanish. She
likes to spend her spare time with her friends and she
likes to draw. In this book Julia has contributed with
texts about "How reading improves imagination",
"Homework or longer school days"

[ Table of Contents ] [ How to use ]

10
S


https://twitter.com/ingeborgbjertne
https://twitter.com/katinkahjelt
https://twitter.com/AmalieLundervol
https://twitter.com/juliazofiaa

16. Silje Aurora Selmer Holg (@siljeselmer): is a 17-year-old girl with huge dreams and
ambitions. She goes to Sandvika High School in Baerum. She
is attending a school in New York next semester, and is

looking forward to spending her 2nd year of High School as \‘ ———
an IB-student. In the future, she wants to study journalism _ \\ 2 »\

or go to law school. Her dream is to travel the world, work ‘ N g

with fashion and write. Editor-in-chief in a huge magazine — N \1 Be g
would be her dream job. In this book, she has answered the j 1
guestions "How do you learn? What motivates you?" and -

"How would you compare this way of learning with the S m

more traditional teacher centered classroom?". She has
also interviewed students and made a film about this
project.

17. Victor G. Shergill: (@VictorGShergill) loves to talk about
economics and different social media. Because of Victor’s, huge
interest in econmics he chose what he calls the "ideal economic
study line". (He chose social economics, leader in economics and
Entrepreneurship). Besides school, Victor is a quite busy person. He
moved to Sandvika with his parents half a year ago. Very often
when Victor is with his friends does all kinds of sport and usually the
day ends with a long night with movies. At home, he usually works
hard with homework and different types of books/texts to achieve
good grades. His contribution to the book is the chapter or the text
called "good and bad motivations, what should a teacher be like". If
you got really interested in me or just like to read completely
random articles and school news then you should definitely check
out my blog: http://victorenglish.wordpress.com/

18. Matias Egeberg: (@MatiasME96) Is a student at Sandvika high
school. He has written about the internet and how it has become our
most commonly used communication system, he has cooperated
with two other classmates. He likes to play electric guitar, and work
with electronic circuits and components and solder them into LED-
flashlights and photosensitive alarms. In other words, he likes to be
creative and make things.
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19. Dimitrije Obradovic: (@dimobradovic) is also a
student at Sandvika High School. His current hobbies are
guitar, alpine skiing, taekwondo and PC stuff. He has also
been interested in electronics ever since he was a little kid.
When it comes to the book project, Dimitrije is one of many
students who is focusing on layout, writing and ideas for
the book. He is also planning to do some advertising for the

book and maybe take some
photographs.

20. Catrine Skisaker (@CatrineSkisaker) is a student at Sandvika High
School. She is a motivated individual, and enjoys conquering her goals
in life. Catrine strives to become a successful Journalist (specifically a
reporter) and hopes to pursue this by attending a University in Great
Britain. Catrine loves to travel, and has already spent 12 years of her
life (so far) as an expat. Her favorite subjects are English, Physical
Education and economics. In this book she has contributed with
articles such as: "Lgkke Bridge",
"Wordle.net", "What distracts a student"
and "How to make surveys in Facebook
groups".

21. Rohit Luthra (@Rohitinderen) is a student at Sandvika vgs. His
favorite subjects at school is physical education, and math. In his
spare-time he prefers to hang out with friends, and exercise. He
normally works out 4-5 times a week, mostly at the Gym, but also at

a kickboxing club. He also participated in
the national championship in kickboxing.
His future plans are very clear: Happy big
family, policeman, and be fit the rest of his
life!

22. Hakon Masst (@haakonmasst) is a student at Sandvika high
school and representative in the school council. He spends a lot of his
time with friends, working out and doing homework. Hakon's favorite
subjects at school are math, English and economics, and he is very
interested in finances. In this book, he has contributed with texts

about educational games and movies and he has also shared his thoughts about the benefits of

using new technology while doing schoolwork.
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23. Tobias Bull (@TobiasBull) is a student at Sandvika high School. he is
from Asker. He likes to play football, tennis and hang out with friends.
His favorite subjects at school are math and physical education. In the
book has he written about why building a network is important and why
students need to learn how to use
technology.

24. Erling Enes Kjevik (@Erlingkjevik)
is a student at Sandvika high school.
He is one of the authors who have
written texts in this book. He loves to
hang out with friends, play football and exercises a lot. In this
book he has contributed with a text about his thoughts about
blogging in class , what motivates him and how to create a
Facebook group.

25. Parmida Pourmirza (@parmidapo) was born in Iran.
In her spare time, she loves to hang out with her friends, eat,
and play soccer. Her favorite subject is science. Her favorite
color is blue because she loves the ocean and the sky. If she
were to describe herself with three words, it would be; loyal,
hyperactive and weird. She lives in Asker with her mom and
dad, she does not have any siblings but it looks like she has a
lot of fun anyway. In this book, she
has contributed with a text about
how she learns, what motivates her
and pictures.

26. Kent-Inge Holstad (@kiHolstad) Is a student at Sandvika high
school. He likes to be with his friends, play football, skiing and skating.
He has written about using tablets at school and tablets as books. Kent-
Inge is a big fan of the Norwegian football club; Valerenga and always
makes sure to watch all their matches at the stadium, Ulleval.

27. Marie Dikkanen Salmela (@MarieSalmela)
is a student at Sandvika High School and she is 17 years old. Her favorite
subject are natural science and physical Education. In her leisure time,
she usually can be found dancing and singing even though she can't sing.
In the future, she would like to work as an actor or work with something
related to mental health. In this book has she written about what people
think about the book and self-assessment."
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Chapter 1 - Introduction

1.Introduction

Some words from the chapter editor

Since | have the honor of writing the first paragraph of the first chapter in this book, | am very
pleased to open the show and wish you readers a warmly welcome. It is inspiring to see how
you can come up with a spontaneous idea, and just a few months later hold your idea in your
hand, as the result of teamwork, effort, motivation and the right attitude. In this book, you will
find expert knowledge, reflections, interviews and recipes. However, | hope this book will
motivate and inspire you to live out your dreams and ideas. Because everything is possible, as
long as you want it enough.

First of all, it has been very interesting being chapter editor for the introduction chapter, the
chapter that defines the readers first impression of the book. Since | was a little girl, | have
always been a big fan of magazines and writings, and then especially the first page column.
Actually, this is what | am looking the most forward to reading when | am holding a piece of
writing in my hands, and what | appreciate the most. | guess it is something about the
expectations and the suspense connected to beginnings. Being chapter editor for the
introduction in this book has because of my "first page- weakness" been especially great.

In this chapter, we have focused on the idea of writing a book as a project in school, our initial
thoughts, and how we got from a distant idea to a finished book that you now are reading. It
also contains information about our high school and how to start a project like this. Since | have
been in charge, | have felt responsible for always having control. | think it is very instructive to
be the person who has to make sure that everything is ready and done before deadline, and
that everyone has something to do all the time. Basically to me the fact that you have to be
awake and focused as a tiger the entire time, turned out to be an important experience in itself.

The students who have contributed in this chapter:
Erling, Julia, Amalie, Kasper, Stein, Fride, Heidi, Ewa,
Marie, Victor, Cathrine, Silje

| am really hoping that you will enjoy the reading
experience because | am really proud of what we have
managed to create together, and everything we have
learned along our way. Not only have we gained a lot
of new knowledge, we have learned how far you can
reach if you work together as a team.

7 e
-

NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE

WHEN YOU ARE WORKING WITH STUDENTS LIKE THIS!

There are no limits.
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Our school

Sandvika VGS is a high school situated outside Oslo,
Norway. It has approximately 900 students in vocational
and general studies. Since the start in 2006 the students
have had their own laptops and the school is considered
one of the most technology advanced schools in Norway.
Each year we host a pedagogical conference for teachers
and school leaders and among the keynote speakers who
have visited, are Will Richardson, Sheryl Nussbaum Beach,
Richard DelLorenzo, Aron Sams, Jonathan Bergman, Ewan
Mclintosh, Tom Barret and Moliehi Sekese.

Students have been welcome to participate in the
conference in many different roles. Too many conferences
that address the issues of learning and technology miss
student voice. More students should be involved in
important questions about the future of education.

Here at Sandvika VGS all the students get their own
computer. We have something called “block scheduling»,
that means that we only have one or two subjects each day.
We think that this is a very good concept that allows us to
get really concentrated and focused on one subject at a
time. The school was originally a business college, in 2006 it
became Sandvika VGS, and the school was fully renovated.
It became very spacious, modern and full of light

How to start a project like this

Ann Michaelsen

Teachers; changing the classroom

Have you thought about changing your classroom, but not sure how? Did you ever consider
changing your pedagogy to better suit the 21st century teaching and learning, but still not sure
if you have the knowledge and skills to do so? The leap from the teacher/textbook centered
classroom to a learner-centered classroom is not that difficult. In this book, we will show you
what to do and how to do it. All the examples are from my classroom after 7 yearsina 1:1
school. There are practical examples and lesson plans used in class and chapter 4 in the book
shows you how to connect your students. Teaching without textbooks, facilitates learning in a
student-centered environment. It is a way to make students' voice count. Student participation
means letting the students make the important decisions, like what to learn and how to learn it.
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In chapter 9 we have included advice and insight from our PLN, from experts on the field of
education, educators and students in different countries.

| believe that one of the greatest gifts we can give students is the opportunity to create their
own education instead of having it delivered to them. When creating their own learning the
students take ownership of the content and have a better sense of what needs to be done, and
what mastery looks like. (RISC model) (DeLorenzo, 2009)

When you involve students in meaningful activities, the
work they do makes sense. For 4 years now all my
students have been writing blogs for English class. When
writing on blogs my students do not think of writing at
home as homework. For them it is a meaningful activity =58
and the goal is the product. To quote my students; | think J
that when we write our blogs we get more inspired and
motivated to write more than we are supposed to, and
more motivated to write better answers. When | write a
blog post | don’t think of it as unnecessary homework that
not even my teacher is going to look at, but | rather think @
of it as something fun and useful. k

"When | do something that anyone might see, | prefer
to make it as perfect as | can. If | write on a paper | hand in, | can’t go in and
change what I’'ve written. On my blog, | can make changes whenever | want,
just to make my post better and even better. And because a blog is like a
“product” that you own and create, you can look at it as a diary or an online
magazine or so, it’s also more interesting to write because it in a way makes
my “product” better and better"

Planning

Ay g A € mpouscs Sy
To start a project like this you need an open mind
and nerves of steel. It is not easy to know where a
project like this might lead you. In my head, | had a
clear idea about where | wanted to go with this.
However, if you invite 27 students to take part as
equal contributors and writers, the project can
move in any direction. We started by
brainstorming and listing what we thought might
be interesting for us to write about.
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We started to collaborate on SkyDrive using OneNote, sharing a notebook online. Here is our
idea whiteboard, and these are the first ideas that came up. We listed all the topics we wanted
covered and the students would sign up for the topics they thought were interesting.

We also made a list using a shared Google doc with
the different tasks. Students could sign up on the
different topics and chapters, and sign off when the
task was completed. One day a week was set for
working on this project, but to be able to finish this
during our school year we soon found out that work
at home was crucial. The role of chapter editors came
up after a few weeks when we saw the necessity of
having students who could monitor the work on the
different chapters. When the students came to
school to work on the project, we had the chapter 4
editors seated at their tables with signs stating which chapter and the chapter’s topic. The
students could sit down where they wanted to and they could move around when they finished
the different assignments. The chapter editors could ask students to come to their group if they
needed help.

There is nothing like a great question to send you on a rich and meaningful quest
for learning.

Michael Wesch, Associate Professor of Cultural Anthropology, Kansas State University,
Manhattan, Kansas

Everything starts with a question!

Our question was; how can we write a book that will help teachers use technology wisely in the
classroom? How can we write a book that is easy, smart and portrays the vast and complex
topic "using technology to enhance learning and making it fun and meaningful?"

General layout.

Moving from a teacher centered 1 to 30
classroom, towards a student centered 30 to many
pedagogy, is the goal. Every chapter aims to be
instructional with easy steps on how to start. Not
all students are tech savvy digital natives! Working
like this is a journey students and teachers have to
make together. This class is a typical mixture of
students with different abilities and interests. The solution is to work as a team and learn from
each other. No doubt, it helps that the teacher is familiar with technology and has a feel of what
is out there! We have tried many different ways to work and many different tools and we
would like to share our experiences. That is our motivation for writing this book. We want to
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help, both teachers and students by leading the way in connecting and collaborating. If you
know how, it is easy, fun and free!

Organizing

When writing this book we have used Google docs to share ideas and assign topics. | started it
off by writing down my thoughts on the different topics, and then our project leaders and
chapter editors coordinated the work. | would mark the different texts with stars indicating the
need for student voice. Sometimes students write general comments on our topics and
sometimes on a specific topic they feel is important in their learning. We used OneNote as a
tool for writing. That way we could work online as well as offline. That has been great for me
when | have been traveling because | can use my iPad with OneNote to write, and synchronize
when online. All the students could write and bring forward ideas at any time. No ideas were
too silly, no topics out of place! If we found useful links and topics to write about, we used
Twitter with the hashtag #1stfbook. Thisis a 100 % collaborative project where every voice has
been welcome and heard!

How we used OneNote and Skydrive to write and share

This is how our chapters looked like on SkyDrive. OneNote helped us organize all the chapters.
We have a chapter editor responsible for almost every chapter. They assign tasks ~ :u-
to the other students. It is a great way to organize the work, and keeping it neat l*‘/
and simple. For instance, if you got a task to write about a topic like for instance :
Twitter, you would research, write about it and SkyDrive would automatically
update itself, the leaders and students can see what you have written right away.
This is an excellent way to share your work, instead of sending it to one person
who is responsible for putting it all together and has all the work. And it is a good .
help for us to see what the other students have written.

blogging help us

Inside the chapters or bars, there are subchapters underneath. These subchapters
helps us organize the book and is where you submit your writing. For instance if |
have written about how to for teachers | can just put in the text and then the leader of the
chapter can look at it.

s
( e

Writing in a transparent environment

Tags Summary e

Working on a project like this can be messy! Nobody knows how the product
turns out. When brainstorming we would find topics to write about not
knowing if they would be relevant. During the project, both the teacher and
the students might come up with a good idea. Let us write about this!
Whenever we came up with an idea, a topic that might be of interest, we
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would write it down in the chapter where we thought it belonged. To be sure the chapter
editors knew about it we would mark it with a star and a “to do” check box. That way the
chapter editors could easily see what we needed to write. And at the same time everyone could
see what the others were writing as well. See illustrations.

Shared vision

It is important that we share the same vision for the project. Working with a shared vision is
important for the learning and should be included in every classroom. Students need to be
actively engaged in their own education in order to be learners inside and outside structured
schooling.

This is our shared vision for the book and for the learning:

e Students should be flexible, take initiative and be accountable.

e We want learning to be fun and we should inspire each other to do the best we can and
learn from each other.

e We should make sure everyone is included and encouraged to contribute.

e We should be exploring real-world issues and solving authentic problems using digital
tools, global learning spaces and resources.

e The students should ask the questions and work together to find the answers.

e Students should be able to assess their work and recognize areas that need
improvement.

Thinning the classroom walls

Why connecting and collaborating is important today

A revolution in technology has transformed the way we can find each other, interact, and
collaborate to create knowledge as connected learners. How do you define connected learners?
Learners who collaborate online: learners who use social media to connect with others around
the globe, learners who engage in conversations in safe online spaces: learners who bring what
they learn online back to their classrooms schools and districts. (Nussbaum-Beach, 2012, p. loc.
248 of 3983)

In Norway, every teacher and high school student is
equipped with a personal computer. Using
technology is a natural part of our teaching and
learning and yet many struggle to see how it can be
used in class. Many teachers are afraid of the
computers as distractions and structure their
lessons in the same traditional way they have
always done. Lectures, homework, reading chapters
in textbook followed by exercises. Students know a

t How to use ’
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lot about using technology, but few know how to use it to learn. That is where the teachers are
the experts. Many books address the issues of using social media, explaining the importance of
making your own digital footprints, digital literacy and connecting globally to learn. Most people
talking about these topics seem to assume that all students like the same, know the same and
learn in the same way. It is not uncommon to hear talk about how students are digital natives
and how teachers (especially old teachers!) really do not have a clue! You might have heard
experts give advice that teachers should learn from students today. That students know how to
use technology and teaches do not!

We would like to argue that in this changing world of technologies, connectivity and
opportunities, teachers and students need to be on the same team! We need to learn together.
In a class with 1 teacher and 27 students, you have a unique opportunity to learn together as a
team. We should spend time discussing with our students how they learn, what they would like
to learn and different ways to assess their work. We hope teachers read this book and discuss
these important topics with their students. Digital literacy is less about tools and more about
thinking, (Horizon report 2013).

Why do we think that working in a transparent environment is important?
What do we think we can learn from collaborating with others?
Why is this important for teachers and students today?

In the RSA animate, Changing the education paradigms Sir Ken Robinson says:

“Students lose the ability to be creative after spending 10 years at school where they are taught
that there is one answer, and that they can find it in the back of the book, (but don’t look. and
don’t copy), because that is cheating! And outside schools that's called collaboration. We have
to recognize that most great learning happens in groups. Collaboration is the stuff of growth, if
you atomize people and separate them and judge them separately, we form a disjunction
between them and their natural learning environment”.

Thinning the classroom walls to me has many interpretations. We can start by collaborating in
our class. Even if many students work together on projects they share with the rest of the class,
much of the material, presentations and reports are kept on their individual computers. When
talking to students about using technology in school, most examples that are given are of
individual work. When students are working in pairs or groups of 4 or 5, they will most likely
only have their own work on their computers. When using technology like we have in our book
we see how easy it is for the whole class to work together, to collaborate on one project,
sharing one notebook. Learning by writing together and sharing experiences and knowledge.
That is the start of thinning the classroom walls. The next step is sharing with the whole school,
the community and other schools in the country. Working with students in different countries is
the next logical step. The strength of using the internet as a connector is that it is a place that
connects lots of people who are different from one another, that way generating new ideas and
new perspectives. Diversity of experience might help to open one’s mind to unexpected ideas
and to increase one’s sympathy for a wider range of people traits. (Weinberger, 2011, p. 74)
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Connecting adds a new dimension to the classroom. The same does transparency. Transparency
it the key to how the internet operates, and the way we have been working on this project as
well. It is the 21st century way is to collaborate and share. When working on the book, we asked
people in our network to share their thoughts on the project and what they thought we should
include in this book. We shared a link to the book, and everyone could see what we were
writing as we were writing it. By offering links to useful websites the work online becomes a
collaboration between active participants (the authors of this book), but other contributors as
well.

School leaders and administrators

Even if this book is meant as a help for teachers in the classroom it is vital to have the school
leaders on board. Without the support from the top, very little innovation can happen in the
classrooms. The support and knowledge from school leaders play an important part of changing
schools. We need visionary school leaders who see the need for change and want to make the
move towards a student-centered classroom. Leadership is where it begins and ends. If you
don’t have leadership to initiate this journey, it will never happen. (Delorenzo, 2009).

The first world that change leaders must understand deeply is the world for which they are
preparing their students. Effective change leaders clearly understand and communicate what
will be demanded of their graduates — what skills, what habits of mind, and what dispositions.
They recognize the rapidly changing world of work, and the accelerating pace of the
commoditization of knowledge. They realize that the world no longer cares how much students
know, but rather what they can do with what they know. The second world effective change
leaders need to understand is the world of students. They have studied how students learn and
what makes the particular students with whom they work unique — their culture and their
community. They also appreciate the importance of students’ intrinsic motivation for learning
and achievement. Finally, they seek out and listen carefully to students to better understand
their classroom and school experiences.

Source: Tony Wagner, (Wagner, 2012)

This book offers an easy guide on how to start the adventure and change that is needed. The
tools and websites describe here are useful to school leaders. Facebook, Twitter and writing
blogs are areas school leaders should explore, to set the agenda and share the successes stories
that take place in school every day. If your students are using social media, you should as well!

School leaders need to be aware of the change
that is taking place when every student has a
digital device. School leaders need to ensure
that there is:

e A powerful change in pedagogy
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e A shift toward student centricity

o A well-defined set of goals

e A plan for professional development around achieving pedagogical and technological

goals

e A strategy for technology support

e Attention to logistical issues that arise

e A way to regularly assess the program

e Commitment toward a sustainable future.
(McLeod, 2012, p. 76)
Twitter and Facebook provide principals with real-time tools that are far superior to traditional
forms of communication. Social media services paired with high rates of Internet connectivity
allow multiple forms of information - web links, video, audio files, images, text messages, and
documents — to be delivered and consumed in multiple ways. (Ferriter, 2011)

Believe it or not, a lot of school leaders and teachers are using Facebook to interact with other
professionals. The Facebook in education page, provides information on how principals and
teachers can best use Facebook as a resource. Consider exploring the use of a Facebook as a
tool for professional development by visiting Edutopia's Facebook page where it is always
possible to find a provocative conversation or valuable resources on the changing nature of
teaching and learning. Source: (Ferriter, 2011).

Some thoughts about the project:

The book project goes viral!

In the beginning, when our teacher revealed her idea to write a book on how to use digital tools
in our education, not many of the students in our class seemed to really believe in it. Most were
skeptical to the fact that sixteen year old students were able to write a book. Nevertheless, we
began because it did seem like a new idea and it sounded interesting. Almost everyone
participated and chose topics to write about.

It was when our teacher arranged a Skype-meeting with Silvia Rosenthal Tolisano, a language
teacher in the United States; we understood that the idea was not as absurd as we thought.
After that, we began talking to several people who we thought might have an opinion worth
listening to. Almost everyone was positive and believed in our project, they gave us advice and
lead us in the direction we ended up heading.

All the positive feedback made the class more optimistic and set on working. Everyone began
working a lot harder and the students' attitudes changed from skeptical and uncertain to
positive and motivated. | believe everyone who has contributed to this project can be proud of
themselves and their work.
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Students on roles in project

What is your role in the book?

In our project I've been the Project Leader and written a few
articles, and together with our teacher Ann coordinated the work.
What to you think about the project?

| think it’s a great initiative from our teacher, Ann. Without her this
wouldn’t be possible. As for what | think about the book, it’s great!
We're doing something new, we’re writing from a point of view
that’s not common in school. Since one teacher and the class are
working together in this collaborative project, | think this is a point of view that both students
and teachers will benefit greatly from.

Do you think you will benefit from this later in life?

Of course!

Will you remember working on this project?

This is the project I've gotten the most out of ever. It’s really engaging and I've learned a lot.
And we touch the subject in the book that when the teacher manages to engage the students,
they’ll do better work.

Did you enjoy this type of work, or would you rather prefer working in a traditional way?

| really enjoy this type of work; it’s something different than we’re used to. This type of work is
more 21st century. | think the traditional way is outdated, and | think this type work should be
adapted more.

What do you think about blogging and using the web instead of textbooks?

This year we haven’t used our books at all, we’ve just used the web. And | have, at least, learned
so much more than | expected. The second half of 2012 we’ve been blogging. We've touched so
many subjects, everything from trees in London to Indigenous people. | think the way most
schools use textbooks and computers are outdated, and the system needs to follow the
progress in the real world. When 80% of the US population has Internet access, that’s a sign that
we need to teach the students how to use it properly and how to use the Internet to find
information.

Which of your articles did you enjoy working the most?

| really liked the article about RSS, | learned a lot and | found uses for it in my own life. | also
really enjoyed learning more about WolframAlpha, | knew the service existed, but never really
found the use for it. But when | dug a little bit more into the service | found it really useful.

What is your role in the book?
I'm an author, | have written two articles. | was one of the
students who interviewed Silvia on Skype. I'm working on

[ Table of Contents ]




Chapter 1 - Introduction

conducting a survey with Amalie on how students want to be assessed.

What do you think about the project ?

In the beginning | was very skeptical about the project and writing a book, but after some
working with the group, | have changed my mind. It's fun and inspiring!

Do you think you will benefit from this later in life?

| don't think so, But the experience of working together as a class, is something | will take with
me.

Will you remember working on this project?

Yes, | will!

Did you enjoy this type of work, or would you rather prefer working in a traditional way?

At first | wanted to work alone with an in-depth project , but then | realized it would be much
more fun to work with other students and create something that is ours.

What do you think about blogging and using the web instead of textbooks?

| think that it is much better to work with social media and learning instead of using normal
textbooks. You can connect with other people from other countries and they can give you
advice or share comments about your writing and the topics you are writing about when you
are sharing on your blog.

Which of your articles did you enjoy working the most?

Maybe the last one, about assessment. It is interesting to see what other students think about
how they should be assessed.

What is your role in the book?

| have written something about blogging, what motivates, and
| have written about some of the websites in chapter 8. But |
am not finished; | have a lot of work to do.

What do you think about the project?

| think it is an interesting and cool project. We can work in our
own tempo with topics we like, and | think that is a good way ‘_
to learn. Many of my friends also think it sounds interesting, A Y )

and they wish they could write a book in their English class.

Do you think you will benefit from this later in life?

Yes, | think | will remember the project when | get older, and if we get a lot of money from
selling the book the planned field trip to London/USA would be a fun way to celebrate. | think it
is going to be an advantage for me when | am going to search for a job, to tell them that | have
written a book in my English class.

Will you remember working on this project?

Yes. If | get children | will tell them about this book.

Did you enjoy this type of work, or would you rather prefer working in a traditional way?

| think it is good to have variation in our work. This project makes learning varied, but
sometimes it is also important that we work in a traditional way.

What do you think about blogging and using the web instead of textbooks?
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As | wrote in the book, | think it is positive. | have learned a lot of English this year and | think
the main reason is the blogging. We can write about almost everything and that is important for
our motivation.

Which of your articles did you enjoy working on the most?

| enjoyed writing about Facebook Group and blogging.

What were my initial thoughts about the project when Ann first mentioned it to us?

When Ann came up with the idea, | think a lot of us thought that this would never work. How
could our class write a book, a book not only we are going to read, but people worldwide? And
when Ann started to talk about a class trip to USA or another English-speaking country, with the
money we hopefully were going to earn, the majority of
the class just laughed. Most of us were critical and
skeptical before we started, and had no expectations
that we would be able to finish the book.

Has my opinion changed since we first started?

My opinion has changed a lot since we started. When
seeing everyone work together, talk together and
collaborate in a way we have never done before, | really ‘
started to get faith in this project. Our project leaders and the rest of the class became super
excited, a publisher promised us to help publish the book and we got in touch with a lot of
different experts. | really started to believe in the project when we had a Skype-interview with
Silvia Rosenthal. She really had faith in it , thought it was a unique idea and promised to help us
promote the book.

What expectations and goals do | have for the project now?

| hope we will be able to sell a lot of books, the best had been if we earned enough money to go
on a field trip. | also hope the book will reach out to both teachers and students all over the
world. The book will be easy-to-use and full of extremely useful information. | really enjoy
working with this project. Not only do we learn English, but it had strengthened the cohesion of
the class. It has proved that we can work together when we put our minds into it. That a class of
27 students can pull this off with the help of a teacher and a lot of hard work!

Our principal Arne Opsahl

What do you think about using social media in school related work?
| think it is both sensible and important. It has become such an important way to communicate
in our society that it is a only natural to use it at school as well.

Do you believe that teachers and students will benefit from reading our
book?

Yes, | do. At least the students, | hope that you writing a book will be a source
of inspiration to others. It seems that you, at least, have benefited from writing
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a book as your in depth project, and | hope that will benefit and inspire the readers as well. That
way others can do similar things.

What is your view on writing a book in English class?

That is a bit hard to say before you are done and have evaluated the project, but without yet
knowing the results | am very open to it. | believe in letting the students work more on their
own and by doing so exploit the students' full capacity.

Would you read the book? Do you think you could benefit from reading it?
Whether | will benefit from reading it I'm not sure, but | am definitely going to read it!
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Challenges in the project

| don’t think it’s a big surprise that working on a project like this can create problems and
difficulties along the way. | thought | would mention some of the difficulties that we
experienced while working on this project.

We are between 20-30 students and of course 1 teacher working on this project. That is a lot of
people working on the same project. When we are that many, deciding things and handing out
tasks that every student will be happy with, can be problematic. Although | think this went
pretty great in our class.

Each student also had a lot of responsibility for their own working performance. Our teacher
gave each student that responsibility and | believe
some students had a harder time concentrating
than others. Some of us were easier distracted and
lost focus. When we are working on the computer,
it is very easy to just login to Facebook, blogs or
other websites.

Another problem that we had while working on this
project was the fact that the One Note application
on our computers would not synchronize all the NEVER GIVE UP ON YOUR DREAMS
time. So we figured out that it was easier working
on the Microsoft web app. That worked much
better. Our teacher bought the Office 365 version which worked very without problems and can
be recommended as well!

Allin all  don’t think we have had many problems. Those | wrote about were the only ones |
could think of, so | think the whole project has worked out really well.
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2.21st Century skills

Some words from the chapter editors

Matias & Dimitrije

In this chapter, we have written about many of the technological skills we learn about and take
in use every day. We have written about how we develop proficiency within all the
technological devices we use all the time. We have also written about what motivates us to
learn and the different techniques for effective digital learning. We also wrote about how to
remember the most of what learn the best way. The students who have written in this chapter
are: Rohit, Tobias, Hakon, Matias, Stein, Dimitrije, Marie, Silje, Victor, Haakon, Ewa, Heidi, and
Julia.

The presence of digital technologies is rapidly moving us into a period where
learners can learn what they need to know on their own agenda rather than
on the predetermined agenda of a curriculum. We will soon be able to give
up the assembly line model of grade after grade, exercise after exercise.
Source: Will Richardson

Answer, Haakon

What he means here is that students can learn by reading online, watching YouTube videos,
ITunes University and so on. You can also learn by talking to other students on Facebook and
finding information online. Do you think more students will decide to take exams when they
want to and perhaps not have the teachers decide what they read and what they work with?
Like when a textbook writer decides what you read and talk about in class. Do you think this will
change? Most likely it will!


http://willrichardson.com/post/44890732138/liberate-the-learners
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Be courageous, be brave and be creative with your students!

Your assignment, should you choose to accept it, is to outline what it takes to move your
classroom from current state to 21st century learning. The first question we should ask is:

What do we have today and what needs to be done.

Source: quote from Mission impossible from Dangerously irrelevant, 2008.

In virtually every discussion of 21st century learning, innovation and its close cousin creativity,
make the list of skills that students must develop for future success. And yet there is a gap
between saying we must encourage innovation and teaching students how to generate and
execute original ideas. (Boss, 2012)

Q: Age is no guarantee of efficiency.
James Bond: And youth is no guarantee of innovation.

Source: James Bond, Skyfall.

| think we make a big mistake assuming creativity is a skill all our students master. Perhaps Sir
Ken Robinson is right when he says schools kill creativity. Seems like most 5-6 year olds are
creative and energetic when they start school. At high school level, perhaps not so much. What
happens to kids in the time between 1st grade and high school? | think the same rule applies
here as to the assumption that all teenagers are technology experts. Some are, some are not.
Nevertheless, just as we should teach students how to use technology to learn, we should
certainly try to enhance creativity and make innovation visible in our classrooms.

21% century skills

The Partnership for 21st Century Skills is an organization that focuses on infusing 21st century
skills into education. We have looked at their guide; 21st century skills, education,
competitiveness, and we have chosen some areas that we think are important in our education:

1. Creativity and innovation
a. Use brainstorming techniques to find a project for the class
b. Create new ideas
c. Evaluate the ideas
d. Actonthe ideas and set in motion
2. Critical thinking and problem solving
a. Think about what is important to add to idea
b. Analyze project ideas to move forward
c. Decide on what is valid for the project
d. Solve problems as the occur within project
3. Communication and collaboration
a. Communicate well in group
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Motivate, instruct and persuade
Use media and technology
Work with different teams
e. Be clear on common goal
4. Technology skills
a. Use appropriate technology for product

o o o

b. Evaluate sources critically

c. Have access to multiple sources

d. Apply ethical / legal issues on sharing and using

e. Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and

communicate information
5. Life and career skills
a. Adapt to varied roles, job responsibilities, schedules and contexts

b. Work in a climate of ambiguity and changing priorities

c. Beflexible, deal positively with praise, setbacks and criticism

d. Set goals with tangible and intangible success criteria

e. Go beyond basic mastery of skills to explore and expand one's learning

and opportunities to gain expertise
6. Productivity and accountability
a. Manage projects
b. Produce results
c. Participate actively and be reliable and punctual
7. Leadership and responsibility
a. Guide and lead others

b. Inspire others to accomplish a common goal
Source: http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/P21 Framework Definitions.pdf

Critical thinking and problem solving

What does it mean that our world has become globalized and how does it change the way we
work in schools? If you ask your students or your own kids if they connect with other students
from around the world while in school, what would the answer be? Most likely, your students
experience different cultures all the time, except at school. Most likely, they already have
friends on Facebook from different countries. Most likely they Skype with other family members
and friends in different countries. School might well be the most isolated, technology free place
in many communities. (Zhao, 2009)

Traditionally a class will be arranged like this; read a text in your textbook, get additional
information from your teacher and answer questions in the same textbook. The contrast
between only having two sources, the teacher and the textbook vs. the internet with
collaborators online is huge. In addition, of course you still have the teacher as an expert in your
classroom!
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How then can we start thinning the classroom walls and start the interesting conversations?
When do we allow the students to ask the questions that are unanswered? When do we let the
students lead?

Global workforce

Today communication within a company occur across many countries. Even small businesses
need talents that can help them navigate the cultural and linguistic differences when they enter
the global economy. We call the required set of skills and knowledge "global competence". An
essential ingredient of global competence is foreign language proficiency and a deep
understanding of other cultures. (Zhao, 2009)

Another responsibility Yong Zao mentions schools have, is
to help our students adopt a global view in their thinking,
and develop a sense of global citizenship. As citizens of the
globe, they need to be aware of what is going on in
different parts of the world, to be engaged and help where
possible. In Norway, many students are bored and un-
engaged in school. They need to see the injustice that takes 7
place in different parts of the world and how difficult it is to | S ———————————.
get a proper education in other countries. We have friends TR AN AN

in Lesotho and our project with that school is a perfect
example of this kind of work.

Peeragogy - learning together

Students should learn something when they have a reason to learn it!

Peeragogy is about peers learning together and helping each other learn. The idea is that each
person contributes to the group in their own way. The contribution of each peeragogue
depends on a healthy sense of self-awareness. You ask yourself, “What do | have to offer?” and
“What do | get out of it?” Source: The Peeragogy Handbook

In traditional schools peer learning is not usually encouraged. Most likely your school is a
traditional teacher centered school with lectures and exercises. Dewey wrote, “Education is not
an affair of ‘telling’ and being told, but an active and constructive process.

Source: the Peeragogy Handbook

In peer learning everyone stands on equal ground, no one is assigned the traditional role
teacher or student. Instead, anyone who has a particular knowledge of, or experience with a
given subject, might take on the role as mentor at any time. (Brown, 2011) When writing this
book every student could choose what to write based on interest and knowledge. Sometimes
they needed to do research, sometimes they were very familiar with the topic. Either way, it
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was apparent that we were on equal terms writing this book. Every voice had a chance to be
heard! For peer learning to work, you need a project where everyone's contribution counts. You
need, what they call it in cooperative learning, positive interdependence. If one could easily
have done the job alone, it is not peer learning in the peeragogy sense of the word. It was quite
obvious for me from the start that this project was dependent on everyone's contribution.
Together we were dynamite!

An easy way to start peer learning is to share writings on blogs, Google docs, OneNote,
Dropbox, Google drive or SkyDrive. When working with students in other countries we have
used Google doc as a tool for writing. When working on “The Inuit project”, (a group of
culturally similar indigenous peoples inhabiting the Arctic regions of Greenland, Canada, the
United States), we asked a class in Anchorage Alaska for help on our project. Both American and
Norwegian students wrote in the same document. It is a great way to learn and in this case, the
Alaskan students did the research for us. The same method was applied when we helped a class
from Nebraska do research about Norway. The Norwegian students would read the material
and comment.

As an educator, my three favorite ways to learn are using Twitter, writing on my blog and
commenting on other educators' blogs. Through Twitter | can connect with amazing educators,
writers, researchers, and listen to conversations at conferences and workshops, | am not able to
attend in person. | use my blog to post ideas on learning and teaching and lesson plans to use in
class. Many comments push me forward in my thinking and offer advice on alternative courses
of action. | really appreciate when people take the time to comment and | try to do the same.

Authentic learning

What is authentic learning and how do you ensure it takes place in your classroom. Authentic
learning seems to be a buzzword these days. | found this definition on David Warlick's webpage
and | think it is a great guideline when preparing your class.

"The linchpin effect of authentic learning is that the value of what is being learned is obvious to
the learner, and does not have to be explained by the teacher. There is great power when the
learning why is part of the learning how."

How would | rather learn? Of course, my biggest wish would have been that | could choose my
own topics. Because we all know that when you find something interesting or fun, you usually
will perform better. In addition, perhaps put a lot more effort into the task. | know that if |
actually find something interesting or fun | give it my all, like last year | first had an assignment
about weather and to be honest, | do not find weather that interesting, so | got a C. But later the
same year the assignment was about Gandhi, and | love to read about inspiring people like
Gandhi, so | got an A+ in the same class.
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The point was that when you actually want to learn, you easily could accomplish that. But let’s
look at the other side, if everyone chose their favorite subjects would we then learn everything
we should learn?

What is the future for learning?

The absence of the teacher in the presence of the internet can become a pedagogical tool.
Source: Future Learning Short Documentary, Good Magazine

Students are the future, but what is the future for students? To arm them with the relevant,
timeless skills for our rapidly changing world, we need to revolutionize what it means to learn.
Innovators like Dr. Sugata Mitra, visiting professor at MIT; Sal Khan, founder of Khan Academy;
and Dr. Catherine Lucey, Vice Dean of Education at UCSF, are redefining how we engage young
minds for a creative and technological advanced future.

What will a curriculum for the future look like?

According to Sugatra Mitra this is what the curriculum in the future should look like:

e Reading comprehension is the most critical skill at this point of time for a generation
who is going to read off the screens for the rest of their lives

e Information search and retrieval skills, knowing how to use a keyword and find
information. If arithmetic is an outdated skill, this is a skill that will replace it!

e How do we teach them how to believe? How do we know what is worth pursuing and
what is rubbish? To arm the child against doctrine (a principle of law established through
past decisions)

It really is all about shifting control in the classroom trusting the students to know how they
learn and believing in their abilities. This is no easy task and many students are conservative and
prefer the traditional way of teaching and learning. It is easy to do what you are told and to
memorize facts. This is what they are used to and know, the transition for many is difficult. My
advice is to have this conversation with the students and have them reflect on different ways to
learn. Working in teams vs. working alone. Using technology vs. textbooks and lectures. Can it
be combined? Not everyone learns in the same way.

Another thing to consider is peer teaching. Back to the starting point of peeragogy. It is about
peers learning together and helping each other learn. Students teaching students is a powerful
method for building learning and driving creativity and innovation. (November, 2012)
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Why it is important for students to learn how to use technology

It is very important to teach students how to use technology because then they can write a blog
and you can share your points of view with them when you read their blog. When you share
your points of view with other people online, you will get help from others and you are able to
share ideas about what to write about. As a student, you can read what other students have
shared and get ideas about what you could write about.

When you have learned about the use of technology, you will be more critical about your
sources. Maybe you usually use the first source you find on Google. If you use the first source
you find, you can’t be 100% sure that the source is true. There are many people who share
information on the internet and much of what you find there is wrong or biased. If you want to
be 100 % sure that the source is true you must use a couple of sources to be sure. We would
recommend 3.

It is very important to learn about technology because in some years most of our newspaper
will only be found online. Printed newspapers will be gone. An example of that is Newsweek. In
a few years, the world will read news on iPads, phones or computers.

It's important for students to learn about present technology for several reasons. Firstly, our
technology will only develop and be more and more advanced and it will take more and more
over the way of living our lives, in other words - it will play a great part of our future. Another
benefit of using new technology related to school work is that it is a more effective way of
learning, since it makes learning easier. Last but maybe the most important advantage is the
global way of learning, which enables us to find people all over the world and to learn from
them. This is done in some simple steps, and will probably evolve us to think in a more
international way. —

The Future, technology is going to be more important and even more used in the future, so it is
very important that we learn to use modern technology to manage technological challenges and
keep up with today's, and the future's technology. Technology is the future.

Organized. Using technology and having your own computer is a very useful tool to use for
students. You can be a lot more organized with all your documents and files saved on your
computer or in the cloud, rather than in ten different scrap books, one each for every subject or
class. Paper you get from your teacher gets lost, but if you get everything, online you just save it
and you have on your hard drive.

Smarter. According to research, technology changes how our brain works, and develops the
brain. For instance, if you give your 3-year old son an iPad, he will pick up very quickly and using
the iPad will seem very intuitive and natural to him growing up.
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Drive and motivation

I've recently read "Drive, the surprising truth about what motivates us", and | have been
thinking about how it connects with writing this book. In our Skype conversation with Silvia T,
we discussed how to assess a project like this, and she advised us not to grade the projectin a
traditional way. Grades should not be the most important motivational drive. How satisfied they
are with the product, what others say, should matter more.

Students’ work in school is dominated by what Daniel Pink calls Carrots and Sticks: the seven
deadly flaws. It is the typical; if-then habit. If you do not work, you will fail this class, if you talk
in class, you will get detention and if you use the internet, you will be punished for cheating!
Introducing an if-then reward to help develop mastery usually backfires. That's why school
children who are paid to solve problems typically choose easier problems and therefore learn
less.

CARROTS AND STICKS, the seven deadly flaws
e They can extinguish intrinsic motivation
e They can diminish performance
e They can crush creativity
e They can crowd out good behavior
e They can encourage cheating, shortcuts, and unethical behavior
e They can become addictive
e They can foster short-term thinking
(Pink, 2009)

What then motivates students to participate in a project
like this? How do | as a teacher encourage the students to
contribute? What actions do | take if some are contributing
less? The answers here are obviously not carrots or sticks.
In our case, getting posts accepted for publication in the
book should typically be the motivation, and how to be
assed and graded should be decided with the individual
students. As it turned out each student could choose H R i st & O
articles from the book they wanted graded for their final Ebik:. % Fard tp B moBcid by sotesthae Yo s
assessment. every day without giving it a {E(oND THel/GH T

“Asking kids to be MeTIVATED BY TE(HNoLogGY is a lot

Sean Crevier, [@busedorey

Every educator wants to experience the moment of flow.

When all the goals are set and understood, and work is easy and natural. When reading about
engaging students in the classroom using technology and social media the authors want you to
believe that this is easy and natural.

When talking about motivation and learning in school, grit is most likely left out of the
conversation. According to Pink the best predictor of success is grit, defined as perseverance
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and passion for long term goals! Mastery is pain! And as wonderful as flow is, the path to
mastery - becoming ever better at something you care about - is not lined with daisies and
spanned by a rainbow. If it were, more of us would make the trip! (Pink, 2009, p. 1645)

Daniel Pink paints a realistic picture of the classroom. Grit is required both by the teacher and
the students. Don't let anyone convince you otherwise. You will always have students who have
a hard time adjusting to working this way. Most likely, they were having problems in the
traditional classroom as well.

Motivation in school

Motivation is one of the most important things when it comes to learning and getting good
grades in school. To get motivated, the teacher has to help me focus on

what | am good at and give me encouraging comments that pushes my

learning forward. If the teacher only focuses on things | don't do very

well, | will lose motivation, and | will get bad feelings and thoughts. With a

lot of negative feedback your self-esteem is low and that is not the best

way to encourage learning. Of course it is important not to give me a

better grade than | deserve, but the teacher has to tell me how to improve if

| score low on a test. If a teacher tells me that there are no opportunities for me to get a better
result next time, | will lose my motivation to work hard.

During tons of school lessons, | have experienced several different teachers and worked with
various learning strategies. It’s an interesting question whether it is the teacher, the topic, the
learning strategy or something else that constitutes the most important factor in the learning
process. Perhaps it is a combination of every factor. How do we learn? What motivates us?

Motivation is literally the desire to do things, factors that stimulate us to make an effort. Every
human being has their own motives to make an effort, it varies from person to person.

We can imagine that to reach a goal, you need to build your own path of
motives leading you as far as you want.

Related to school, we can put the different motives together and split
them into two main areas that are quite opposite of each other: GOAL

e Motivation to success
e Motivation to avoid failure

During school, | can't count how many times | have had to do something that | needed to search
every corner of my brain to find at least one reason why to do it. When we are young, we put a
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lot of effort into learning to swim and ride a bike because we know that it's necessary a skill
everyone should master. When we are older, we spend hours learning all the boring traffic rules
to get our driver’s license. It is the same principle in school. In primary school, we are eager to
learn the times table, because we know we have to learn it to get further in mathematics.

To do well in school, it's necessary to ask a basic question: "Why do | have to do this?" To be
motivated, we always need at least one answer to this question. We can imagine that each
answer symbolizes a piece in the puzzle, and the more pieces, the bigger and clearer the picture
on "why to do it" will be.

In this project, we started with three main motives:

e To reach our goal about writing a book together, and learn something from it
e Inspire and motivate teachers to dare trying new strategies in the classroom
e Teach how to use digital tools that we are familiar with

These guidelines worked as fuel through the whole process. | think the fact that the project had
such clear goals, made it easier to work hard. | have noticed that we became more and more
motivated as the project progressed, probably because we created new motives along the way.
We started thinking about the class trip we planned to go on if we sold enough books, and that
it would be really cool to see the number of copies sold reach a high level. Some students
figured out that they probably could get a higher grade in English if they made the extra effort,
and someone found it so interesting that they gladly wrote in their spare time as well. It is so
great to see that the path | wrote about earlier, in our case extended every single lesson.
Simultaneously, the work stepped up!

It is important to think about why we go to school, because we don't spend such a huge amount
of hours there without any reason for sure. School is the place where we prepare for our future,
and it is very decisive for our further education how we perform here. That alone actually,
should be motivation and motive enough, don't you think? If you want to become a doctor, a
scientist, a lawyer or a dentist, it's all up to you and your effort during school whether you will
be able to catch your dream job or not.

| want to study journalism. | am aware that | am the person responsible, because my teachers
already have an education and a job, and in fact, it doesn't matter to them how | work, or if |
make an effort at school at all. It is our job as students to take this responsibility. If not, we can't
expect to pass and achieve the best grades.

When that is said, | find it not just our job as students to motivate ourselves and work on our
own, because then we could just study at home what we wanted and when we wanted.
Teachers have a job and that is as the word indicates to teach. And as a student in High School, |
can say that teachers are a very decisive factor to motivation (or the opposite, for that matter.) |
think everyone agrees that it is almost impossible to be motivated if the teacher isn’t. Maybe
teachers don't know it, but one of the easiest things a student can notice, is if a teacher is
motivated or not. Some of the best lessons | remember, are the ones when the teacher does
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something unusual, is creative and enthusiastic, in addition to a lesson plan characterized by
variety. Enthusiasm is contagious, and it is a lot easier to pay attention in the classroom when
the teacher seems to have really fun teaching us.

The teacher is also the person responsible for having control in the classroom. If the teacher
seems a little strict and shows how he or she wants it to be, you automatically show more
respect and you feel like you don't have any other choice than work until you lose your fingers.
The opposite situation, if the teacher seems like he or she doesn't care what we are doing, and
walks in and out of the classroom to fill the cup with coffee, we catch a signal telling us that it is
okay to spend time on Facebook and walk in and out of the classroom as well. It's an invisible,
human language. The signals aren’t only found in the classroom, everyone experiences this
principle everywhere they are.

Often, the more effort and time you put into your school work, the better results and grades
you gain. | say to myself: "Do something today that my future will thank me for." Because that's
what it's all about. This diploma we get at our very last day of high school is our key to success in
the future, and our ticket to where we want to go in life. If you ask me, | think it's here a lot of
students miss the train. Because it’s easy to think that you can start making an effort later
because you are still young today, and it is easy to say "l know | should do it, but...." or "I'll do it
later". The problem is that once you stop working, it becomes a habit. "Plant now, harvest
later." Success isn't free, not even on sale.

Another important factor leading to motivation is a classroom filled with positive and
enthusiastic peers. Everyone has experienced that when
someone yawns, you suddenly start yawning too. In the
classroom, if one student sighs deeply and complains, the rest
of the class will start doing the same, and the motivation
decreases. Visible bad motivation is a contagious disease, and
unfortunately it isn’t any vaccine against it. You can only be
immune if you ignore others complaining and just focus on
yourself and your answers to the question "why do I have to
do this?"

Some students are more enthusiastic than others. Our project was no exception, however we
managed to motivate each other and lift each other up. As a project leader, | experienced
eagerness among my fellow student. If they had some time left, they were quick to ask for
something to do. | find this quality very valuable.

| find the topic about motivation very interesting, probably because everyone has opinions
about it, and experience it in bad ways and good ways. When | wrote this article, | suddenly
started wondering about what concrete makes students meet up at school every day, not only
what | suppose leads to motivation. | have never asked myself the question about what
motivates me before now, and the funny thing is that | get motivated by my own answer,
because | haven't really articulated it before.
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First of all, | go to school because | am completely aware of how important it is. | want to
achieve something in my life. | work hard because | don't want to figure out my dream job and
then not be able to catch it because | didn't work hard enough when | was in school. That
scenario would be so regretful.

I look at school as a long road of knowledge, where I can grab whatever |
want along the way. | can grab everything or | can grab nothing. | want to
grab as much as | can, because | don't want to miss something | could have

learned.

| have to go to school every day because it is a duty, and | would regret not using this time to
learn something. | have experienced that | get back what | give, and the feeling of mastering is
one of the best feelings | know. The feeling | get when | gain the best grade on a test or when |
get good feedback from a teacher, makes it worth all the hard work.

To get a wider perspective, | also asked some other students: What motivates you in school?
Why don't you just stay in bed every morning, instead of meeting up at school?

Thea, my friend:

"Actually, | am not motivated in school at all. However, what makes me come here every day
anyway, is to meet my friends and the fact that | need to go to school to get an education later.
And also to eat the good food from the canteen, hehe."

Elise, my little sister:

"I am motivated when | have something to look forward to when | am done with my work, such
as good food, a movie or watching my favorite TV show. It is also good to know that the more |
work now, the less | have to do later. By contrast, | don't get motivated if | don't get feedback on
something | have spent a lot of time and effort on. Neither is it motivating when someone tells
me that what | do won't be useful."

Ulrik, my schoolmate:

"I go to school every morning because | feel that | learn something, that it is worth it. Besides,
school is a nice place to be because | have many good friends here. | think a combination of
good teachers and peers are the factors that matter the most when it comes to motivation."

If we go back to the introduction, after looking at some different factors leading to motivation,
which factors are the most important ones? | am sure it is a combination of enthusiastic
teachers, motivated peers and various tasks and learning strategies, besides how we motivate
ourselves. Our motives for making an effort, and how many answers to the questions "why do |
have to do this?" we can come up with.

Sources in Norwegian: http://teachertalk.no/2008/01/klasseromsledelse-a-skape-motivasjon/
http://www.elevsiden.no/motivasjon
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The best motivation is to follow your dreams. My dream is to become a doctor. That's why |
know that education is really important. You can not go to the university without good grades.
Everybody has problems with finding a way to motivate themselves. | have many goals | want to
achieve and | know if there's something | really want then | will make it happen. | want to study
abroad and that's why | need to improve my English skills. | want to go London for some weeks
during my summer vacation and get used to speaking English everyday. If somebody wants to
learn a new language the best way is practicing it in a country where they speak this language.

English is one of the subjects I like the most, but somehow | think it's hard to find something to
write about. That's why it is hard to find motivation. | know English is really important, you
can't even get a job if you don't speak English. It is a really amazing how much you are able to
do when you can speak it. You have many possibilities, you can study abroad, work for an
international company and communicate with people from all over the world. It opens door to
everything you can wish for.

| think it's better to watch a movie in English than Norwegian, you're learning new words and if
you would just read half an hour every day, just some magazines, your English skills will
improve, and it's worth it.

We are living in the time when education is necessary. You have to find a profession but | think
sometimes it is really hard. You have to find a job that you are satisfied with. You are actually
going to do that for the rest of your life.

Motivation is all about how much effort you want to put in to achieve your goals. Some times
starting an activity is the worst part. Like your homework. Once you start, it is not that boring
anymore. You can give yourself a reward after you're done with your homework and the feeling
when you're done with a big project is really great. It feels like you are not struggling with
anything and you are able to do what ever you want to. You are looking forward to going to
school and contributing.

Connected Learning

There is a new approach to learning - connected learning - that is anchored in research, robust
theories of learning, and the best of traditional standards, and designed to mine the learning
potential of the new social- and digital media domain. Connected learning has the following
principles and values:

Learning Principles:
1. Interest -powered
2. Peer supported
3. Academically oriented
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Design Principles

1. Production- centered

2. Open networked

3. Shared purpose
Core Values

1. Equity

2. Social Connection

3. Full Participation

Source: Connected learning

Writing a book is a connected learning
experience. It is important from the start to
realize that there are no right or wrong
answers when you work like this. When you
ask students how they feel about this topic and
how they feel about their learning, all their
answers are correct. That is not saying that
there isn't room for growth and change.
Students are often conservative in their
thinking about school. When | started this year
asking if they wanted to use textbooks, | think
everyone said yes. Now nobody uses textbooks
in my class. It is important to be able to change
your mind. You have to be able to try out new technology and new ways of learning and
working in schools. For many of the students this year has been an adventure because a lot of
the topics | read about and talk about with other educators, were unknown to my students. |
think teachers very seldom ask their students important questions about pedagogy and
learning. Most often teaches assume that they know what the students want and that they in
most cases want the same as the teacher. In my experience, that is often just a small part of the
truth. Even if students are experts in certain areas of social media, they are not the active part
in the classroom when deciding on the pedagogy and technology used. In addition, if the
teacher has limited knowledge about the different tools and methods available, then nothing
changes in the classroom. If students are offered limited choices, they do not know what to ask
for. That is why, in my opinion bottom up change is unlikely to occur.
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Develop proficiency with the tools of technology
Four Questions for teachers to ask before implementing Technology
1. What are the ultimate goals for student tech proficiency? In the area of technology,

what would a well-educated student in your class know and be able to do with
technology by the end of secondary school?

Is your school concerned with ensuring that all learners are responsible
digital citizens? Are you envisioning that students will exit their K-12
experience with a rich portfolio of work that can serve as the beginning of
their digital footprint? Is it worthwhile to teach students how to avoid
cyberbullying? Do your students need to know how to quickly and critically
assess the validity of a website they are visiting for the first time?

2. How do the various tech devices and tools used in your school lead to the
proficiencies described above?

3. What professional development do you need to be successful in helping your
students meet the proficiencies described above?

4. How will you know when you have reached your goals?

Adapted and changed to suit this purpose, Source: Edudemic web page

Here is a short list of what most educators want their students to be able to do with a
computing device.

Use this list to discuss how your students measure up here. :

e Access information on the Web
e Make and store files
e Stay organized
e Read electronic books, textbooks, magazines, newspapers, etc.
e Utilize office productivity tools (word processing, spreadsheets, presentations, etc.)
e Use course management systems (Blackboard, Moodle, Canvas, etc.)
e Communicate, connect, and share (email, blogs, Twitter, Edmodo, videoconferencing,
etc.)
e Look at and listen to multimedia (music, podcasts, videos, photos, screencasts, etc.)
e Create and edit multimedia
e Curate learning resources
e Play learning games and engage in simulations
e Participate in online courses
e Use a variety of other online tools, services, social media, and cloud-based environments
e And, perhaps, customize their learning experience with apps
Source: Dangerously irrelevant
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How is your school helping you create a positive digital footprint?

Here at our school we use digital tools every
day. We use these tools during class, when
we are doing our homework and when we
have projects. That is why it is important that
teachers put effort into helping us with these
digital tools. | remember when | came to this
school as a first year student August 2012 |
had never heard about One Note. It is really a
fantastic tool. | can't even imagine going back
to using Word and have my files saved
everywhere. OneNote makes everything
much easier. | have also learned how
important it is to check our sources before
writing. When | was younger, | always checked Wikipedia and | was done with my homework,
but there are so many other websites that are much better. We always have to check our
sources at least twice, and when we writing on a project we have to remember to write down
our sources. If you want to find out something about any topic, you have to check if the author
of the text you are reading is reliable. It is also important not to copy-paste your homework.
You might end up getting a really disappointing grade if you get caught using someone else's
work. It is called plagiarism and we write more about how to avoid this in chapter 6. School
should prepare their students and help them be responsible digital citizens. They should know
that there are many responsibilities that follow with our daily use of computers at school and |
think I have learned a lot this year. | know a lot more now, and | have a lot of information on
how to be a smart net user.

| would like to end by saying that everything we leave on the internet stays there. That's why it
is important to leave a positive digital footprint. Everyone is going to start looking for the
perfect job after school and | believe the first thing an employee does is actually to check your
Facebook profile and other social networks. What you have done in the past might come as an
unpleasant surprise when you least expect it to. Just saying!

Develop proficiency with the tools of technology

So how do students acquire the necessary proficiency needed to use technical devices and
search the internet? Well, | think it is difficult for a student to pass a day without using any sort
of technical learning tool. We use them all the time. PC’s, our smart phones, projectors etc.
There are several courses where you can learn how to use different software programs.
However, pupils in secondary schools manage to learn this while they are using it, both in school
and at home. We have also grown up with computers and multimedia tools, so we aren’t
completely beginners when we start to use them in school. We do need to learn how to behave
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on the internet. Many people/pupils aren’t aware that they are leaving digital footsteps behind
them on the internet, and there has been a lot of cyberbullying cases where the police have
been involved. People of all ages can make mistakes on the internet and that can result in an
disastrous way and cause irreparable damage. This is very unfortunate especially if they are
young when this happens, for example the posting of inappropriate pictures. Once they are on
the internet, you can't just delete them and think that they are gone forever. They are stored on
the server you uploaded it to and other people can download it and upload it again even if you
have deleted it. | know that all of us have a picture of ourselves on the internet we don’'t want
published in a worldwide commercial. This is a sign that that something needs to be done. And
what many people don't know when they make their Facebook account, is that they actually
agree with Facebook’s terms of use. Granting Facebook permission to use their pictures in any
way they want, even use the pictures in worldwide commercials. Students need more
knowledge about using the internet, how to use it with proficiency and awareness. And teachers
should be the ones to teach them how because this is such a big part in the school system
already.

Cyberbullying is a major problem not only in Norway, but also worldwide. Everyone with an
internet connection can be exposed to it. There have been cases in which people have
committed suicide because they have been bullied or because someone have published harmful
photos of them on the internet. Many people do not think about the possible consequences
when they publish something on the internet. Once it is published, it cannot be deleted. It will
always be there no matter what you do. These cyber-bullies don’t necessarily have to be kids
between the ages 14-18. We have seen cases where fathers publish something embarrassing
about their daughter or their son. As a result of this, in our opinion, cyberbullying has to be
taken seriously and something has to be done with the people who are behind this. You can
start by talking about this in class and if you know of someone doing this, you should shout out
and make them stop!

Source: EDM 310 class blog, Jackie Gorski.

Deep Learning for Students

Ron Berger in Edutopia: In all of my years sitting in classrooms as a student, in public schools
that were highly regarded, | never once produced anything that resembled authentic work or
had value beyond addressing a class requirement. My time was spent on an academic treadmill
of turning in short assignments completed individually as final drafts — worksheets, papers,
math problem sets, lab reports — none of which meant much to anyone and none of which
resembled the work | have done in the real world. Although | received good grades, | have no
work saved from my days in school, because nothing | created was particularly original,
important or beautiful.

Source: Ron Berger in Edutopia

First spotted via Will Richardson on Read. Write. Connect. Learn.
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Flexibility when learning on the computer:

It is many great things about learning and working on the computer. However, | can mention
one incredibly great thing | know a lot of people don’t think about, that is the flexibility that you
can work from wherever you are in the whole world. If you are in Asia, then you can work from
Asia. If you don’t feel well one day, you stay home, and you can do your school work from
home.

It’s really great for people who are sick a lot, or for people who have other reasons to be away
from school. Like me, | have been really sick this year, and had to stay away from my class a lot.
But | have managed to keep up with the homework. Much thanks to the flexibility when my
class is working a lot on the computer. Right now, | am sitting in Stavern writing this, a two hour
drive from my school. | can do my work, even though | can’t be at school. | think we can call that
quit EXCELENT.

What most schools don't teach

| would recommend that you watch this video: What Most Schools Don't Teach - Short Film
Published on Feb 26, 2013.Learn about a new "superpower" that isn't being taught in 90% of US
schools Starring Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg, will.i.am, Chris Bosh, Jack Dorsey, Tony Hsieh,
Drew Houston, Gabe Newell, Ruchi Sanghvi, Elena Silenok, Vanessa Hurst, and Hadi Partovi
Directed by Leslie Chilcott. Executive producers Hadi and Ali Partovi.

Computers are taking over the world, it has changed everything. Our schools, however, aren’t
changing with it. Today we learn about everything from how to write a short story to how the
molecules work. There’s one thing we’re not learning though; that’s programming.

“| think everybody in this country should learn how to program a computer
because it teaches you how to think.” — Steve Jobs

Have you ever thought about everything you see? Everything has something to do with
programming. It may not seem like it, but it is true. Your clothes, your school bag, and obviously
your computer, all have some kind of connection to programming. For me at least, everything |
do can be connected with programming. | think that is a sign that we need to educate the future
generation, specifically in programming.

Can programming languages be seen as a foreign language in the same way French and German
are taught in school today? From my point of view, programming can be treated like a foreign
language just like that, and the fact is; that these languages make basically everything we do
possible. If we learn French, we use it to communicate with the people of France and other
countries where they speak French. If we learn Objective C we can communicate with iPhone
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users. It is a new way of communicating, and the number of users that you can deliver content
to using these languages is astonishing!

If you look back twenty years there were
only a small percentage who had access
to computers, today the mass majorityof |
the people in the western world have at g
least one computer at home. This
number has grown to a very high

Lo
number, and it will continue to grow in E

the coming years.

2 2 o

This is what most school doesn’t teach,

and we should question: is it something that they should teach us? Should we expect everyone
to learn and know how to program in the same way we expect students to know how a food
chain works? | think so! Granted, I'm in that field myself; but | think it’s really important that
people know at least the basics of programming.

We need to educate the students for the jobs they’ll get. Educate them for
the jobs of the future.

This article was inspired by Code.org.

What is the main difference between your education and your parents' education?

This is a tricky question because | don’t exactly know how everything was when my parents
were in school. | can only think and guess how most things were. | can try to picture them and
the systems years ago, but | most likely cannot see the whole picture. In this text | will write
about what | believe is true and then | will have my parents look over and comment. | will write
what we do in class, what | like, and why | think we work like this.

| believe a lot of things were much stricter before than they are now. | think this is at least one
of the main differences between my education and my parent’s education. | think many
students had more respect for their teachers and the school system 15 years ago than now.
Many young people, teenagers, children and young adults have been a little bit spoiled today.
They may almost think or a least behave as if the students are the bosses of the teacher. This is
perhaps more for young children in elementary school, not so much in high school. But from
what | have seen in old movies, the school systems were much stricter before. The students had
incredible much respect for their teachers and no one ever thought about being naughty or
unreasonable.

One other important difference is the fact that in my school we learn a lot on the computer. We
use the internet a lot when we Skype with other classes in other countries, and we also use our
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blog and our Twitter account a lot. We also deliver assignments online and if we want an
answer to anything at all, all we have to is type the question on Google and that’s all. We do a
lot more research online and have more presentations. Working in groups is also something we
do a lot. | do not believe my parents could use the internet to find and search for answers. |
think they used books and worked a lot alone in a row in the classrooms.

All together | believe on of the main differences between my and my parent’s education is that
many things was stricter before. The other main difference is that we learn in very different
ways. We use the internet a lot to learn and my parents probably read different books and
listened to the teacher for their learning.

If students could decide, how would you structure your school day?

Wouldn’t it be great if your school day were structured around your interests? Wouldn’t it be
great if you could work on real life projects that make a difference? Wouldn't it be great if you
could study something that you want to learn more about? Students spend their entire day at
school and we are living in a world that is not full of textbooks and methods for memorizing
dates. This way of learning is not going to cut it anymore. Today we share ideas on a different
level. We use social media to interact with others on a large scale. What is school doing in this
area? Why do we rely on information from one teacher and one textbook when the whole
world is available? Why don’t we communicate, collaborate and learn from and with each
other. What are schools and teachers doing to promote this?

“There is a direct correlation between our old fashioned system, and our
scarcity for a love of learning.”

If you could choose? What would your school day look like?
Source: George Couros and article “The Need for Innovative Leadership”

Student voice and writing a book in English class:

What would you do if no one heard your words or your voice? What
would you do if no one bothered to care about your feelings or opinions?
You would definitely not make any progress exploring your ideas and
opinions, that’s for sure.

| think it is extremely important that students can voice their opinions
and thoughts. Then they can express themselves, say want they want to
do in the classroom, how they learn best and what they think is
important and interesting. The fact that | have a voice in my classroom is
very important to me. When | have a say in the classroom, the teacher,
and of course my fellow students and |, can agree or disagree about
something together. We can decide many things together and figure out
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what we think is the best way to work and learn.

| think it is really exiting to write a book in English class. | have never ever done anything like this
before, so | enjoy doing something new. And a cool thing is that almost everyone in the whole
class is working together. | don’t think everyone has worked together before. | feel that | learn a
lot when | write on this book, especially because | am thinking about that other people are going
to read what | write, not only the teacher.

Choosing to learn about what you are interested in

The traditional teacher centred classroom is characterized by a tower of thick books and
teachers hanging over the students shoulders telling them exactly what to do all the time.
During primary school and secondary school, my school days were structured with fixed lesson
plans, timelines and almost no space for own choices, ideas or creativity.

When | started at Sandvika High School, | immediately noticed that | was about to be treated
like a grown-up instead of a child. Now | am the person responsible for my own learning and
performance. There are no eyes watching me all the time anymore.

I’'m not saying that | didn't like how the lessons were at primary- and middle school, because |
actually liked that | got some kind of recipe for my learning. | was used to it, | never thought that
I, as a student, could be able to decide what to do in school. What I'm trying to say is that | think
it's all an automatic change from child to grown-up. When you go to primary school, you aren't
conscious enough to be left on your own and you are not able to walk your own paths without
getting lost. Then you need a teacher to tell you exactly what to do, which page numbers to
read, and which tasks to do, to make sure you learn what you are supposed to learn.

In high school, you have grown to be much more independent and you are able to be the
responsible part of your learning. In English class we work with the curriculum goals. | think it is
an excellent way to work, to take part in deciding what to do as long as you put a cross next to
the curriculum goal, indicating you have completed the goal. Why? Because when you are able
to choose to work with something you are interested in, topics that catch your attention, the
motivation goes up. | can remember several instances when | actually forgot | was doing school
work, because the task | was given was so appealing that | almost could have done it outside
school. This applies in most cases, students are not fans of doing what others say you should do;
we always want to decide ourselves.

In our English lessons, every student writes their own blog. , i{ \
The website works as a place for sharing our thoughts and '
individual. Nevertheless, it is an extra motivation when in
fact the entire world can read what we write, and give us
feedback and input in the comment box. | have experienced
that some teachers are very conservative and afraid of new
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technology. | find it silly because we are living in the year 2013, and the technological world has
taken over no matter what some might think. We are given access to a hidden space of
possibilities, and | absolutely think we should take advantage of it because it is a huge privilege
that the earlier generations never had. We have to get to know a lot of unfamiliar paths, that is
a price we have to pay though.

Example of a typical English lesson we have:

Generally, our teacher gives us one or more curriculum goals and topics, single or combined,
and it is up to us how we do it:

Example: we were supposed to work in pairs and combine two competency goals and be
creative. We were supposed to have a conversation about something technical and
mathematical. In my case, my partner and | chose to have a conversation about our "dream
cars", where we asked each other questions using mathematical concepts, such as speed and
weight. At the end of the lesson, we were supposed to record it and send it to our teacher. It
was a really fun task because we had the privilege of designing our own lesson, not only by a
conversation, but by conducting an interview, role play and anything we managed to figure out,
our creativity was the only limit.

Having the freedom to work with something you are interested in is very decisive for what you
get out of the lesson. | say it based on own experiences. Some school days | am sure it wouldn't
matter if | showed up at school, because | didn't participated and didn't stay focused. Moreover,
if we work more freely, we can learn a lot from each other contrary to if everyone is doing the
same. Students are humans, and every student is different and learns in different ways. That's
why school lessons should vary too, because one method meant for all the students, will maybe
fit no more than a few.

Improving your vocabulary

There are obviously many ways you can improve your vocabulary. The way our class is working
is mostly by writing blogs on the web. In my opinion, this is a super way to improve our English
vocabulary, and | have two reasons for that. First of all you are writing English which is a great
way to improve your vocabulary. Second your teacher and other people around the world can
inform you about your mistakes and how you might improve you English. So far, | have only
gotten positive feedback and this encourages me to write even more English. | include a
paragraph from one of my blog posts. | want you to take a look at it because here | write a little
about the book project and how | try to improve my English.

"Recently | started on a project about Global warming. Unfortunately, this project will be set
aside for some time. We had the option of choosing if we wanted to write a book made by our
class or we could choose to write about something related to different competency goals. First |
chose to write about global warming which was related to our geography class this year. |
started writing and then | started thinking about how cool it would be to say that you have
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actually taken a part in writing a book. Therefore, | started working on the book with most of my
class mates.

| am kind of sorry for the people that told me they looked forward to seeing the finished result
of my article about global warming. One thing | can tell you now is that | will definitely finish the
article about global warming, it is just that we need to finish the book project first. The reason
for this “drastic” and spontaneous change is that we are in contact with a publisher who are will
help us. The script needs to b finished by April 1. Because of this, | changed to the book project

so | could help my class. \ /
\\, VE
| am also trying to motivate myself to write more English. The more \ T

17
English | write the better | will become, right? Therefore, | will be \ES | CAN
trying to write something on my blog every day the next week. By the Biass oae BB
way, in Norway (probably some other countries to) there is | A 1

something called spring break. Our spring break is from the 16-24 of ._
February. This is also one of the reasons why | will be trying to write
one blog post every day the next week, because | actually have time

to do it.

If you could design your own language learning what would it look like?

What is the ideal lesson plan to learn as much English as possible and get the best results in
your English class? | will discuss this here.

If you want to master a new language, the key is to "live the language" Traveling to English
speaking countries will not just help you with your pronunciation and vocabulary, but you will
also learn a lot about the culture. Hear, see and look the language you want to learn is the best
way to learn a language if it is Italian, Norwegian, English or Spanish. If you don't have the
opportunity travel to another country we have to think about what we can do in class.

What is the perfect lesson plan?

| think the teachers’ education is central. Maybe every teacher should spend some years in an
English speaking country. Another opportunity could be to move the Norwegian teacher
education for teachers of foreign languages to other countries. Then the teacher will be
surrounded by the language and the culture while they are studying. First of all this would be
an interesting and exciting part of the education for a teacher and it would also be a great
advantage for them when they start teaching. . Then they also can use their own experiences
when they talk to the students about the culture in that particular country.

If I could design my own learning, | would go to a school that offers a year abroad or | might just
g0 on my own initiative.
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If | could design my own competency goals, | would focus on a 50/50 “grammar-conversations”
solution. In Norway, we have 5 hours English per week. Following my plan, 2.5 of them should
be oral exercises and conversations preferable with students who are native speakers. The next
two and a half hours are grammar exercises and writing exercises. Since we do not have many
native speakers in class | think we should use Skype to talk to students in other countries. It is
easy to talk to students in the UK because we have almost the same time zone. (One-hour
difference only) It is almost impossible to Skype with students in the USA especially in California
with a 9-hour time difference!

This is a how | want to learn English and how | want to be taught.

How reading improves imagination.

| admit, reading isn’t always fun. But why not turn something that sometimes is extremely
boring into something that may be fun and improve your imagination as well? Instead of
reading the book your teacher suggests, why not choose the book you think would be
interesting to read? For instance, your teacher decides that the whole class has to read a
science fiction book, and you’re not interested in that
genre. You would probably have a hard time even starting
reading the book, and think how boring it would be for you
to read the whole book! It would be so much better to
read a book that will automatically drag you in to its story
and improved your imagination. In addition to that, you
would also have a hard time putting the book away.

NO MATTER HOW HARD IT GETS

IT WILL BE WORTH IT AT THE END

Stories from another world, time adventures, different
characters, heart breaking stories and magical creatures
will open your eyes and your mind, and expand your
imagination boarders as well.

Homework or longer school days?

| don’t think there will ever be an agreement between students and teachers when it comes to
homework. Wouldn’t it be so much better to have longer school days and do the work there,
instead of doing it at home? When you’re at home you have all kinds of distractions, for
instance TV, pc and your comfortable bed. But when you’re at school you would have to focus
on the tasks and you would not have to think about the homework when you’re at home. Doing
your homework at school would also be better for your back- you don’t need to bring your
books home or to school. On the other hand it would be stressful, boring and exhausting to
spend your leisure\extra time at school. You would most likely think about coming home and
relaxing in front of the TV.
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My English teacher, like myself and probably most of the students, is against homework. On her
blog she wrote a post that contained eleven points about why students don’t need homework
and how teachers can replace it with for example reading for fun or attending a local cultural
event. Some arguments against homework: “Students are learning all the time in the 21
century”, “for students who travel during holidays, homework may impede learning on their

trip”” and “ More homework doesn’t necessarily equate to higher achievement”.

[ Table of Contents ] [ How to use ]




Chapter 3 Preparing your classroom

3.Preparing your classroom

Keeping students engaged in a 1:1 environment

Creating Students’ Survival Guide to the Web

When using technology it is a good idea to arrange the schooldays accordingly. At our school,
we have arranged the day with block scheduling. For the most part, it means no more than one
subject each day. When | teach English, my class starts at 8:30 and ends at 1.10 pm, followed by
PE, and that concludes their day! It is perfect because we can work on projects without being
interrupted all the time. This year we have been working on our book and it is the ideal way to
work. However, that does not mean everyone is on task all the time. In a class with thirty
students, | usually have 3 or 4 students | need to pay special attention to. In addition, working
together in groups can often be very social and pleasant. Time flies and you need to be a time
manager to spend your time wisely. | recently wrote a post about the world of Infotention at
Voices of the Learning Revolution. This article was posted by Mindshift on the 14th of February.
The original article led me to this post Keeping students engaged in a 1:1 project based
classroom. | often talk to students about how they spend their time at school and if they plan
their work. After a day of block scheduling, | ask them; did you spend your time wisely? Did you
get the work done? On a scale from 1 -10 they usually hit a 4 or 5 if they are left to work on
their own without the teacher’s classroom management.

Useful tip: when you are talking to your class, giving instructions,
or when students are presenting, computer lids should be closed! M 97 % tilgjenc
Sometimes the computers are set up to shut down when you close - g o

the lid. That is why many students are reluctant to close the lids all [ W % |l €
the way! | usually ask them to change the setting on the computer like this:

Right click on the icon for power on menu bar bottom right : S
hand Slde' @r_l.‘g«mwog«..,.., + System Settings - WRH: o h Cantrol B )

Choose Power Options and then select Choose What Closing
the Lid Does from the left pane.
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How we used SkyDrive and OneNote to write this book

When we wrote our book we shared a document in OneNote, so everyone could read and edit
the texts and articles in the book. The document synchronized itself and when | created a
SkyDrive account, it was very easy to update the book quickly. The only thing | had to do was to
sign in to SkyDrive with my Microsoft account and click on the shared document. Since everyone
in our class has a pc with Microsoft Office, everyone can work like this. If you have a Mac or if
you don’t have the Microsoft Office you can still use the web version on Skydrive.

Since we have a boy in our class who has a lot of knowledge about digital tools, we have not
experienced any technical problems in our project. Using the internet when writing a book like
this is very important. It would be difficult to work without the internet. Without the internet
the document could not be synchronized and we could not post our texts in the book when we
were working on it, we would have to send it to one person who was in charge. Writing like this
makes it possible to see how the book is being written while it is being written. We also put the
link on the internet and everyone who commented on our work could see what we were
writing.

Writing in the same document

There are many different ways for two or more to write in the same document. You could all
write in a Word document and then share the updated document in a group on Facebook. The
downside with this method is that if two people write at the same time, one of the updates
could get lost since you are making a new document instead of overwriting an old one. An
alternative that we are using a lot in our English class is "Google documents". In this shared
document anyone with the link can read and write. That way many students can write in the
document at the same time. When you write a sentence in the document the sentence pops up
on the screen of all those who are writing in the document within a tenth of a second.

The other way to write together is using Microsoft OneNote with SkyDrive. You can send the
document link to whomever you want and they can make updates in the document. After a few
seconds, the update will be synchronized to the other collaborators' OneNote. You can even
download it to the original OneNote software on your computer. That way you can work on the
document when you are offline, and it will synchronize the minute you are online again.
Another advantage with OneNote is that you do not have to save your document. OneNote
saves everything you do the instant you write something. OneNote is a great application to
write notes in class and is especially great if more students write in the same notebook. This
book has been written using OneNote.

Taking notes in the same document could be both a positive and a negative experience. We
have done several experiments in our class regarding writing in the same document. When we
were taking notes from lectures with Google documents we found out that taking notes in the
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same document was very messy. The page synchronized so quickly that my notes scrolled out of
my view before | could finish my sentences. It was very annoying to scroll down every other
word. A reason for that might be that we were 15 students writing together at the same time. In
OneNote you can choose when you want to synchronize so you could write your part and then
synchronize. Another downside is that when you are done taking notes a lot of people would
have written the same as you have. Then you have to rewrite all the notes and that could be
time consuming. The upside is that someone else might write something that you did not think
of or from a different perspective.

Writing in the same document is mostly positive. When | am saying writing, | mean that you are
doing an assignment or project together with another student. Google documents, OneNote
and SkyDrive could be very helpful tools. You can write from any location if you are online, and
our team members would see the update the minute you made it, that way you all see what has
been done and what has to be done without having to send several different Word documents.
That way you do not have to think about downloading the right document or uploading the
document when you are done writing for the day. It is easier to put the pieces of work together
because you always know what has been written and can therefore tailor your text to your
group members’ texts. That will help you save a lot of time in the end.

In my opinion Google documents would not work as great in project writing. It has fewer
functions and updates all the time.

The perfect phone for teachers:

Teachers around the globe believe that the use of cellphones between students should not
allowed during class. Especially in elementary school, this was very strict and if you dared having
your cellphone in your pocket instead of having it shutdown in your schoolbag, you risked
having it taken and a message home to your parents from the headmaster. But, time has passed
and in high school, the teachers seem to be more relaxed about pupils using their phone in
class. The phone technology has also evolved the last 3 years, and now we are using
smartphones. Smartphones are not only used as phones to send text messages. We use it as a
multi tool we carry with us everywhere. We use it as an advanced calculator in math, there are
dictionaries out there in every language you can imagine, and it is a great tool to check your
homework and organize your school week.

The perfect phone for a teacher must be a phone where he/she can collaborate with the
students over the internet, working in documents and communicating with everybody in a way
that works failure free. However, if the
synchronization is to work smoothly, everybody
should use the same operating system. Then the
guestion goes further to "what operating system
should the class use?” Well, there are three main
systems, which are used on smartphones today.
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Android, Apple iOS, and Windows OS for phones. The most used operating system today is
Android closely followed by iOS and then Windows. i0OS is good, but it can be difficult to edit
different file types like Powerpoint and Word with it and it does not support as many functions
as Android and Windows. So if you want to edit documents together, make presentations and
write in Word documents Android might be the best choice because it has a software called
Polaris Office which is specified for editing the Microsoft Office package and Google documents.
Android is also open source, which means that if you cannot play a video on your device,
because the file type cannot be played, you can just download a launcher or a media player. iOS
only takes one specific movie file type which can become pretty annoying some times.

Source: http://www.geek.com

Preferred device; book, tablet or PC?

Since we started to build schools around the world, the most common used learning tool has
been the famous "book". Actually, the book has been around for some thousands of years now
and we are surprisingly enough still using it! Students today go
with their heavy books in their backpacks every day. Why haven't
we done anything with this yet? The technology is here now and
it’s time to do something about it.

Many schools are now using computers as a note and net
surfing tool, but the curriculum is still read in the books for
most classes. Some schools have tried to put all the curriculum
and book texts inside electronic tablets. Many of the Students
at school think this is great learning tool. Everything is in the same place all the time. You don't
have a heavy backpack anymore and it's very compact as well. There are however some
downsides with this electronic tablet. It needs power, so you have to charge it all the time,
there is always a risk that it may crash unlike a book. Some people might have problems
understanding the OS of the tablet as well. Many are also complaining about reading from a
screen. They say their eyes hurt when reading from the screen and it's much more comfortable
to read from a book.

What if your school said: Next year, we will invest in tablets instead of traditional books. Would
you like to rely on a tablet to prepare for a test at school?

| thought about if it would be very cool to get a free tablet at school. | asked my classmates and
half of them would and the other half would not replace books with tablets. | have never tried
it before, so it is difficult for me to say. But | think it would be great if you are reading a short
text, but when | am reading for a longer time | think | would be very distracted. | see many
positive sides when you are looking for stuff in Google with your tablet and then take notes on a
computer or pencil and ark.
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This is how I’'m feeling when | am doing my homework.

| mean a book and pencil is not enough, a computer and books is still not enough, but better.
What if we only had a tablet to research and a pencil to take notes? Some tablets in the marked
today are even better than the computer | am writing on right now. But when you have to turn
in an assignment to your teacher? Most tablets don’t have the original Microsoft Office
software.

My recommendation is a tablet, pc, pencil and real book. Then you have everything you need
and two screens + a book and something to take notes with. But that is a heavy and expensive.
How many devices do you really need to do homework?

You don’t really need a setup like this for doing homework. It’s hard to say what is best, tablets
or books. | think there is not one answer to this question,

because some like tablets better and some don’t. If a school

is considering switching to tablets, | think they need to have !
traditional books as an alternative. | will try to read my home ‘
and schoolwork on a tablet, but I still think there is the
problem of being distracted. When we wrote this book, we
wanted to make it in an electronic version too. We think l
more people will buy our book if is an eBook. It is easier for Ll
us and it easier for the readers to find our book.

LIN TVAIANOS SHOAVY
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If your school has equipped you with an iPad and electronic textbooks you should be really
happy. That’s the future! At my school we got computers and a ton of books when we started,
do not misunderstand what I’'m saying; | think that is great, we’re really lucky! The usage of
technical devices is good. However, it can be used much better. In this post | will submit a
proposal, and | will describe how | think we can get a better learning environment and learn
more than we do now.

First scrap the computer, and burn the books. The debate goes on and on about the greenness
of an e-reader compared to a paperback book. | think it is better and easier with an e-reader.
Instead of dragging 4 books to school, with a weight of 1-1,5 kg you can take your e-reader that
weighs about 300-600 grams.

When talking about the greenness of a computer + books
compared to an e-reader there is no question what’s the
greenest. If you have a computer and an e-reader, the e-
reader is greener, just because it’s less hardware. It is a
lot greener using an e-reader than one computer plus 10
books. Of course, | am not talking about any e-reader and
device; I'm talking about the new iPad Mini or the regular
iPad. The ecosystem of the iPad is really good; you have
so many apps and what | like to call eBooks++ (eBooks with multimedia). In the US many schools
have already deployed iPads and it works great! | think students will learn more, and enjoy the
learning experience much more. | think teachers will benefit from moving from big laptops to
smaller devices, they have more control but still the students have a more enjoyable way to
learn.

They will be able to do tests in the “One App”
mode that is on the iPad, | do think that this
feature needs an introduction. | think a good
solution would be that everyone uses the same
app and when launched the teacher could see who
had the app open and once all had it open the
teacher could set the iPad in “Test Mode”. With
“Test Mode” you would not be able to go back to
the home screen. The teacher could also set it to
“Read Mode” were the teacher specifies the book
and pages the students have to read and basically
that works just as the “Test Mode” you are not able to go out of that book. You could also
implement that into watching videos; “Watching Mode”. After they had read or watched they
could get some control question to see if they followed the video.
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With these modes, the teacher has a lot of control and still the students are free to do whatever
they want when they have time off. There are many apps just for learning in the App Store;
many of them are really good!

Apple also has the iWork package available on iPhone & iPad, which is basically Apple’s Office
suit. One thing | miss is an OneNote like app. We use OneNote for taking notes at my school and
that program is one of the better and nicer looking Microsoft apps. | only wait for “iNote —
Notebook for iPad”. Despite the fact that Apple doesn’t have a better note-taking app than the
one that comes preinstalled, there are a lot of good note-taking apps in the App Store. One
question remains, why don’t school implement it right away? | think they think that it is too
expensive, well let’s do the math:

| go to high school, there we get one
computer and around 10 books, here is how
that is financed: We get a scholarship from

ALICE'S ADVEN- the government for all three years of 950 kr,
jr e biay according to Google that is about $165, if we
L L. get that for three years we will have gotten
. - $495 ($165*3). All of it on our computer,
which means we pay $495 for the computer.

Down the Rabbit-Hole

Now to the books, we have around 10 books,
each of them costs about 400kr total cost of
the books are then 4000kr in USD this is
about $666 The books can be used for
around 5 years, when | go to the next grade
the ones who goes to the grade I'm in now get the books. If we then divide $666 on 5 years we
get $133, but | go to high school for three years, therefore we need to multiply $133 with 3
years, that equals to $399. That means that the total cost of the computer and the books are
$894, lets round that down to $900.

The total cost of an 16GB iPad Mini is $329, and the 4th gen. iPad is $499. And the textbooks
cost $15 each. If you did the math you found out that 10 textbooks equals to $150. $150 * 3
years will be $450. That means that the complete cost is $499+5450=5949. Again lets round that
up $950. That is actually cheaper than the total cost of paperbacks + a computer.

In reality it is the same price, therefore | do not see the problem with implementing iPads in
schools. | talked to one of the IT-guys at my school and he told me the last part of the puzzle is
getting the publishers to make e-books. Why won’t they do that? Well, they say they will be
making less money. That may be a valid point, but | think that the money they save on logistics,
publishing and producing will make up for that. There’s no reason today to assume that kids
have to use the same tools that they used in 1950, in fact to do so is to prepare them for a
world that has already passed.
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There’s no reason today to assume that kids have to use the same tools that
they used in 1950, in fact to do so is to prepare them for a world that has
already passed.

That quote is exactly right, we do not need to use the same
techniques that we did 60 years ago. Why do we still use that, |
can’t find an answer too that. | think all schools should really
consider buying iPads and e-books for their students, that would
not only be better for the students and teachers, it would also
benefit the environment greatly! Save the world by making learning
engaging and fun! '

Which tablet is the best for a student?

Tablets are a new technology that make you learning new and more exciting. Students have
book in every subject and that makes their bags heavy. What if all your books were digitally
saved in a 600 gram tablet?

You just swipe your finger to change pages and it’s
easy and comfortable to read a table. It’s easy to take
notes on a tablet too. You can take a screenshot of
your “page”, and edit in an app. A tablet has long
battery life and is always there when you need it. It
takes less than a second going from sleep-to-wake
mode. You can easily synchronize your work to a
computer and continue working there.

There are however, some negative sides to using a tablet compared to a laptop and traditional
books. First, it is a touch screen. That means no keyboards. If you want to you can buy a
keyboard for any tablets like this IPad above.

| have tried this keyboard, and | missed an important concept, the touchpad. You still need to
use your finger to control your iPad, but that does not give you the same feeling as a regular pc
and keyboard. Tablets are very thin and light, and are not strong like a computer. In fact, it’s just
a huge phone.

My opinion is iPads are very expensive and not an
adequate workstation. The Apple iPad does not allow
inserting more memory, or easy and quick searching and
synchronizing. Android and Windows devices allows this.
Android tablets like Google nexus 10 by Samsung,
Samsung galaxy tab 2 10.1 and Samsung Galaxy note 10.1
are my favorite tablets. Samsung tablets gives you the
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newest technology, better screen resolution and the freedom to do what you want to do in an
easy and quick way. The latest, Note 10.1 also has a Smart-Stylus integrated to make quick
notes, drawing and editing pictures. Note-tablet makes it possible to split your screen, and can
be very useful at school and work.

We also have the brand new Windows 8 tablets. Microsoft’s
Surface is the most exciting option in my opinion. Surface even
comes with a keyboard! | have not tried it, but it looks very nice
and clean. | think this is a typical company tablet. You can write
on your computer, sync to a tablet and phone and continue
from there.

My conclusion is that a tablet can be useful and practical to

read and work on. To write longer texts can be a challenge but

there are many alternatives. For me an Apple iPad is not

enough. Microsoft is new and expensive, maybe not a tablet for everyone. Unlike Apple and
Microsoft, we have the open source and best price Android devices. The absolutely best one
today is the Samsung Galaxy note 10.1 but it is still too expensive. Therefore the winner tablet
for a student in my eyes is the Samsung Galaxy tab 2 10.1

Students' reflections on distractions

How easy is it to get distracted during a lesson? From my experience, it is incredibly easy. Since
| now have my own computer, and we continuously use it as a learning device, let’s be honest.
We all have Facebook open while the teacher is trying to teach. When someone sends us a
message, we have to read it. Things like this distract us, but why don't we just shut the
computer down? Because most of the time we are not interested, and how can you as a teacher
keep us interested? Well, try to vary the way you organize your class. Don't lecture for 45
minutes! Let the students ask the questions and do the research! That way we learn, not you!
Be professional, by letting go!

Every day | check the internet and my Facebook account to get updated if something has
happened. | think | get very distracted by this when | am doing my homework. One of the first
things | do when | come home from school is to check my Facebook account and talk to my
friends. Every time this happens | think " | am only going to do a quick research™, but its ends in
a different way. | start talking to one of my friends and suddenly 30 minutes has passed by. |
always manage to do my homework, but this is one of the most important reasons why the
work takes so long time. Without the internet | work much more efficiently more concentrated
and the work gets done faster. When | practice for a test | turn off the internet to get more
focused and my work has been more effective. | think it’s very easy to waste your time on Social
Media and | am not the only person who has this problem. Everyone especially young people
are spending a lot of time on social media and it has become a problem.
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4.Seven steps to connect

Some words from the chapter editors

This chapter was very interesting to work with and we thought it was fun to be in charge of a
chapter. We think the chapter is very relevant, and we also think it can be very useful to many.
Therefore we enjoyed working with it.

The people who have written in this chapter are Hanne & Karoline, Stein, Erling, Haakon, Heidi,
Dimijtrie and our teacher Ann. Hanne and Karoline have written a text on how to use the tool
ClustrMap on your blog, and a text about how you can profit from collaborating online. Stein
has written about how to use Twitter and Erling has written about how to make a Facebook
group and how to use it in class. Haakon has written a text about how to set up your own blog,
how to set up an RSS feed, and how Marie, Silje, Haakon and Ann used Twitter to collaborate
when planning what to do. Heidi wrote a text about how commenting on blogs helps us and
how we can learn from others this way. Dimitrije wrote a text about how to set up a Skype
account. Ann has written a lot of texts in this chapter, and a lot of them are about what teachers
can do to connect more online and some are about tools to use online.

We have contributed with writing texts about how to easily start a Twitter account and how to
use different tools to collaborate online. We have also written another text about how to use
Facebook carefully, but that text is in chapter six. We have also written a text about RSS feeds
since Google Reader will not be available any longer.

To sum it all up we think this chapter is very useful and that there are many good texts in it.
Many teachers and students are not familiar with all these tools and websites and how to use
them, so we hope and think that this chapter will contribute to make it easier to connect online.

Might this digital age hold the possibility of bringing us closer together?

Source: DMLcentra, Connected Learning, The Experience of Education Reimagined

In this chapter we will guide you and show you how to get started on your journey.

Why is a network important?

What is a PLN and why is it important? A personal learning network is just like the network of
teachers you work with at your school every day. If you are a student, it is the other students in
your class. Every day you meet up for work or school, and most days someone will help you in


http://dmlcentral.net/blog/jeff-brazil/connected-learning-experience-education-reimagined
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your learning. You could say that in a traditional school, the colleague sitting next to you is the
one you ask for help or the student sitting next to you is the one you work with. With social
media the picture changes. Now you can ask almost anyone regardless of where they are. |
assume students do this when they are doing homework. When they hit an obstacle, they ask a
classmate or friend. They do this on Skype, one to one, or on Facebook, one to many. It is the
one to many model that really is the personal learning network we will look at here. If I'm
planning a lesson at home and need help, | could call or email a colleague or someone | know.
That might work but it is not likely something you would do. When you are at work, you can
share material and teachers are usually great at sharing lesson plans and ideas. The personal
learning network online is taking this sharing up a notch. It is being able to dip into this vast
universe of experts in every imaginable field. It is being able to listen to conversations and use
only what you think will work in your class. For students it is just as important. It is expanding
their horizons getting different viewpoints on difficult issues. Being able to see what others are
talking about. When there is a conflict somewhere, why not follow what people are talking
about in the country where it takes place. You can listen to the radio online, yes, but why not
talk with someone there? There are so many possibilities for both teachers and students today.
Together we should be able to open the world. Thirty are smarter than one. In addition, imagine
being able to ask thousands of experts when you need to!

We will explore the following in this chapter: Twitter, blogging, RSS feeds, Skype, Quad
blogging, Facebook and Nings. There are many other ways to connect as well, but for me these
have been on top of my list. We will start with Twitter.

Before you get started, one word of advice. This is a bumpy road. You can compare it to taking
up running for the first time. Your goal is 10 K and you are anxious to quickly reach your goal.
First time the tempo is slow and you quickly feel exhausted. All you want to do is give up after a
few minutes! Don't! Keep at it, get out there! Slowly you will see results! It is really worth the
effort but building a personal learning network will not happen overnight! You might have heard
experts like Will Richardson say that they use Twitter instead of search engines. The answers
they get there are more reliable. Sure, when you have 34.000 followers, you will get answers.
When you have 100 or 1000 that might not always be the case. Be patient you will get there!
You probably will never get 34.000 followers! That is for the few! But you will slowly build your
own personal learning network of people you trust and who find great articles and lesson plans
they share. Some say Facebook are the friends you grew up with, Twitter are the friends you
wish you had! Even if Will Richardson does not follow me, | follow him. I am always learning.
The unexpected side effect of social media and personal learning networks for me is that | read
a lot more now. Not only articles and blogs online, books as well. My learning network is
constantly suggesting new literature on connected learning and 21st skills. And reading on my
iPad is easy and cheaper than buying paperback books. | read a lot these days!

This chapter aims to help you get started and to point you in the right direction. As you
progress, you will find a lot of information on building your own personal learning network.
Believe me, if you search online, you will find a lot of information. For now, start slow. You will
soon get the hang of it if you persist. Another word of advice! This is a book for teachers and
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students. As you both get started, I'm sure you will have questions, and I'm sure something we
think is easy, might seem complicated to you. If you follow this rule you will be ok: Ask your
students, ask your teacher. Together you are dynamite! There is no doubt about that. Together
you will figure it out! More info on starting found here at Powerful Learning Practice.

How will a network benefit you later in life?

If you manage to build up a network early in life it will almost always benefit you later.

If you have friends around the world attending different colleges and universities, starting your
own career or achieving something you can’t manage on your own, will be a lot easier. People
are almost always willing to collaborate with you, especially if you treat people with respect and
show politeness and interest in their life and what they are doing.

In our class, we have a teacher with a world-wide contact
network. This has an effect on our way of learning. For
example, we collaborate with students in Alaska and
Massachusetts in America, and in Lesotho in Africa. These
projects are expanding every student’s network, which can,
and hopefully will, help us later in life.

| began this segment by saying that a network will almost
always benefit you in life. | said “almost” because there might be some drawbacks if you don't
follow the rules. Like in politics when a minister has close relations to a business manager and
therefore by law is unable to grant funds to that business.

A network can be useful when applying to schools, for example Harvard. If you know a
professor at Harvard, getting in will be a lot easier. When applying to Harvard you send in your
résumé and a selection of professors look at it and write an evaluation on whether it seems like
you have what it takes to get in or not. If they think you have what it takes, your application will
be sent on to a more thorough evaluation. When choosing among the hundreds of resumes
they usually choose the ones that stand out. If you know one of the professors in this selection
he/she might choose your resume even if it doesn't stand out. This might sound like corruption,
but in the private sector, it isn’t. This is because Harvard, as many others, is a private university,
which isn’t tied up to the same regulations as the community colleges.

Another example is when you are starting a business. When you are trying to start a business it
is important to be ahead of your competitors to gain respect in the business world. To stay
ahead you might need help from people with other talents than yourself. If you have a large
network, finding people who can help you, will come a lot easier than to someone without a
network. Friends could help you set up a website, advertise your product and maybe help you
expand your customer group. If you have a network, it will grow almost by itself. For example if
you ask a friend a favor and he can’t help, he might have another friend who'll be able to help
you.
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A network is not all about receiving services; you will have to give some as well. Helping others
is good in several ways. One of them is that they hopefully are willing to return your favor.
Another one is that by helping other people you will often end up trying something new, which
gives you experience, which will benefit you later if you are to do something similar.

1. How to start a Twitter account in 5 easy steps

Here is an easy guide on how to make a Twitter account and write tweets. Twitter can be used
in many different settings to connect and share.

Go to http:// Twitter.com

Fill in your name, e-mail and make a password.
Then click “register”.

Chose username and create an account.

Now Twitter will give you a quick user guide.

vk wnN e

After creating an account, you can start Tweeting. This involves following people, writing
tweets, sharing photos and connecting with others.

To make a tweet you click on “Compose new Tweet” and then you just write in whatever you
want. In your tweet you can also tag other people or things by writing @ and the name for

instance. Here’s an example: @annmic.

Twitter

The microblogging service, Twitter, is a social network were you can read and send out
"tweets", but you only have 140 characters to write whatever you want to your followers.

It is not only popular for people like you and me, but almost every celebrity has a Twitter
account where they tweet about their everyday life to millions of followers. Twitter was
created in 2006 by Jack Dorsey. It rapidly gained worldwide popularity, and in 2008 it had 5
million registered accounts. In 2012 it has over 500 million registered users! In addition, Twitter
is daily updated by 340 daily tweets, as well as 1,6 billion search queries every day!

Twitter Inc. could not make it easier for you to make an account. Anyway, | am going to give you
a step by step guide on how to make a Twitter account. Just follow these five simple guidelines,
and you will be seeing yourself inside the microblogging service in no time!

1. Type in www. Twitter.com in your web-browser. You will then arrive at Twitters' home
page.
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2. You will see two boxes. One is for those who have an account, to log on. The other is for
people who wants to create a new profile.

3. Type in your full name, an email-address and a password. Then click "Sign up for
Twitter".

4. It will now take you to a new place where you register a username. It will also give you
some suggestions if you do not have a clue to what your username should be. After you
have decided what your username is, | recommend you to look through your
information to see if it is correct. When everything is as it should, press "Create my
account".

5. Now you have made yourself a Twitter account and you can start following people and

writing tweets. If you have any questions, there is a guide on the left side that will help
you.
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When you start with Twitter, you want to use a good web page. | have listed 3 different options
you have in this article. To go to their websites simply click on the illustrations. The obvious
choice is Twitter.com and your webpage will look like this:

Search Q Lo 2 =

£y Home (@) Connect

ﬁ Discover l Me

‘ Ann 8. Michaelsen Tweets

Doug Peterson

8,824 455 1,471
2 : How to make Ubuntu Linux look like Windows 7 zite_to/Yozlmw via

zite

RT @Stephen_H: Another interesting read: New book explains why

? Jacques Cool
Who o follow - Refresh - View all women outpace men in education zite to/1 3kNHOE
David Jakes
, Follow
i : i

U

ICT in Education
Anne Shillolo oth
Follow

Browse categories - Find friends

Philip Cummings
School Must Be Real Life buff.ly/Xo4NHB via @chrislehmann

5ky News

Hootsuite

Gives you a good overview of your Twitter feeds. It is a webpage and you do not have to install
anything on your computer, it has a version for iPhone and iPad as well. The page looks like this.
| have my home feed, but also a column for mentions, sent tweets, favorites and all the
hashtags | am following.

Pl annmic (Twitten) x | untitied x | sandvikavgs (Twitter)

Tweetdeck o [& i

Is a program you install on
your computer and start
up. It looks a lot like
Hootsuite. If you try the
settings menu, you will find
these handy shortcuts.

@ariaz interesting topics! Good luck!

Keyboard shortcuts

Actions Navigation

R Reply ? This menu

T Retwest — Right

F Favorite «— Left

N MNew Tweet 1 Down

D Direct message 1 Up

P View user profile 1 9 Column 1—9
Return  View Tweet Details 0 Final column

Ctrl + Return Send Tweet S Search

A Add Column
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How to for teachers

Starting your work with Twitter

The first thing you want to do is to start following other educators. | am sure you have teachers
at work, educators you have heard speak at conferences and authors of educational books that
you would like to follow. The easy way to follow others is to search for them online. In Google
you write: “name of the person and on Twitter” like this: “Will Richardson on Twitter”.

This is the result you will get:

Will Richardson (willrich45) on Twitter

hitps:/ftwitter.com/willrich45

The latest from Will Richardson (@willrich45). Parent, author, speaker, instigator
blogger about the Web and its effects on schools, education and learning

When you click on the link, it will take you to your Twitter page and give you the option to
follow him and see who he follows. If you hear about someone you would like to follow this is
an easy way to do so. In addition, there are a lot of lists and pages where you can find other
educators online.

1. Twitter 4 Teachers Wiki started by ed tech specialist Gina Hartman. This wiki is organized
in content teaching areas so that visitors can connect with Twitter users who teach the
same subject(s).

2. Educators on Twitter is a Google Docs Spreadsheet started by Liz B. Davis. The list is
constantly growing as new additions are added almost daily.

3. Twitter for Teachers is a wiki started by Rodd Lucier with the purpose of educating
teachers about the use of Twitter as an educational tool and as a professional
development tool. You may want to check out who the contributors to the wiki are and
follow them.

4. Find people you really think have something to contribute in the discussions; good
advice is to follow them as well as the ones they follow!

Now you are on your way to having your own personal learning network!

Retweets and mentions!

When you start using Twitter you have several roles to choose from depending on now active
you plan to be. Some of the alternatives involve acting like a lurker, a curator, or on top of the
ladder: a contributor! When you start, you can concentrate on reading tweets from other
educators, people you follow and popular hashtags. When you see something interesting, you
might consider retweeting, that way those who follow you can see it as well, and you can read it
later. If you read an interesting article or blog, you might send a tweet with a link to the post
and mention the author's name as well. That way they will know you liked what they wrote! It is
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always nice to show you appreciate someone's work. It is also a good way to start a
conversation. It is when you start having conversations on Twitter that it starts to be interesting.
But no worries. You have time to start slowly, spend 10-15 minutes each day until you get the
hang of it! It is important to know that that the effort you put into this has a direct effect on the
result. If you do not spend much time on this, it will seem useless. If you do invest your time and
your passion, you will be rewarded! It's fun when you start recognizing people online and start
talking! Even more fun if you get to meet at a conference later! It is amazing how well you can
get to know each other just by exchanging ideas and lesson plans! Social media and meeting in
person at conferences is a great combination!

Hashtags

When writing this book we started to share links and ideas using the hashtag #1stfbook, that
way we could share with everyone. We might find interesting pages related to our topics and
this wasa an easy way to share with everyone. Like news about the brainstorming program Wall
Wisher changing name. Using a hashtag in Twitter is smart because it is a way for you to reach a
wider audience. When you start, you most likely have no more than 50 followers. Besides, even
if you have 50 followers it is unlikely that they read everything you Tweet. Especially if you, like
me, follow many educators in the USA with a 6 - 9 hours' time difference. The best way to reach
a larger group is to use hashtags. Many countries have organized educational chats on specific
days. Like #edchat in the USA on Tuesdays and #ukedchat in the UK. Using hashtags means you
are reaching a large target group as well as those who are following you. It is a great way to find
others interested in the same topics as you and to find people to follow as well. Another great
way to use hashtags is when attending a conference. Alternatively, just as beneficial, when not
attending a conference! The hashtags allow you to participate and learn about the trends and
ideas that emerge from that particular conference. You do not have to be there to learn. Look at
the conferences' website and you will find the hashtag they are using!

Hashtags for teachers:

This link has many great places to learn about Twitter: http://pinterest.com/esheninger/ Twitter-
resources-apps-and-tools/

Every Monday night on Twitter, teachers who work with English-language learners connect with
one another to engage in hour-long discussions and debates that unfold in 140-character
tweets. At 9 p.m. Eastern time, #ELLCHAT, co-hosted by two education consultants who
specialize in working with ELL teachers, kicks off with the topic du jour.

Source: <http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/learning-the-
language/2013/01/ell teachers connect and learn.html> Education week.

Twitter lists to follow for educators!

General Education Administrators
#Education — General Education #cpchat — Connected Principals
#tedchat — General Education #tedadmin — School Administrators

t#teduchat — General Education
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#intchat — New Teachers
#tcurriculum — Curriculum
#k12 — K12 Education

#passiondriven — Passion Driven Educators

Subject Areas

#artsed — Art Education

#arted — Art Education

#engchat — English Education
#mathchat — Math Education
#musedchat — Music Education

#sschat — Social Studies Education
#socialstudies — Social Studies Education
#scichat — Science Education

#langchat — Foreign Language Education
#historyteacher — History Education
#physed — Physical Education

Specialty Areas

#edtech — Technology in Education
#edapp —i0OS Apps in Education
#ipadchat - iPads in Education

#ellchat — ELL Education

#Hesl| — ESL Education

#gtchat — Gifted and Talented Education
#spedchat — Special Education

#sped — Special Education

#isedchat — Independent Schools
#elearning — E-Learning

#librarians — Librarians

#tlchat — Librarians

#library — Librarians

#stem — STEM Education

#flipclass — Flipped Classrooms

#gbl — Game Based Learning
#1toltechat — 1:1 Learning Environments

Source: November learning
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Education Levels

#earlyed — Early Age Education
#preschool — Preschool

#kedu — Kindergarten Education
#kinderchat — Kindergarten Education
#elemchat — Elementary Grade Educators
#midleved — Middle Grades Education
#highered — Higher Education

Issues

#edreform — Education Reform

#ptchat — Parent Teacher Issues
#parenting — Parenting

#bullying — Bullying

#cybersafety — Cyber Safety

#dyslexia — Dyslexia

#adhd — Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
#infolit — Information Literacy

#literacy — Literacy

#profdev — Professional Development
#commoncore — Common Core Standards
#ccchat — Common Core Standards

November Learning
#nlearning
#blc13
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Communicate with authors

When reading a novel or short story in class it is a good ideato [l ... .oue B
look up the author on Twitter. This year we did so with Amy .
Tan reading her short story "Two kinds" and | am pleased to ‘ Ann S Michaslsen
see that she is now following me on Twitter and sharing my Teaching "Two kinds" by Amy Tan wp.me/pdafy-q
|esson p|anS. To me that |S an acknowledgement that What I Lesson plans and useful links, @ AmyTanWriter
am doing in class is worthwhile. [ R
Amy Tan
This year the students had a choice of seven novels to read
and one of the choices were Miss Peregrine’s home for
peculiar children. See details about book in chapter 10 lesson - ransomriggs
plan. As usual, the students write about the book on their _ -

. i K X @annmic Glad theyre enjoying it — and you can
blogs. They write their thoughts before starting to read, first tell them that yes, the phatographs are reall
impressions after reading and a final review. One of the e conversaton :

) annmic: @ransomriggs my students are
students posted a question on her blog, and | found ‘ enjoying your book Miss Peregrine’s and have
. A N A some questions, perhaps you could

Ransomrigg's Twitter name and sent him the link. As you see, comment? hitp:it cof

. . . 11:12am, Feb 07 from
he took the time to answer her question. Since all the == .

) a ) ra.ns.on.lrlggs_ @annmic Glad they're

students have a Twitter account it is easy to share with the fh”écéfh"licﬂg;;?f g AT e
students! Since most living authors are on Twitter, it turns out 5:47pm, Feb 07 from We [

to be a great way to find answers to your questions. You might
find the answer on the web using Google, but getting the

) 3 amandamary94 +* 55 - 13
answer from the author is of course a lot more accurate! =

RT @_Snape_: Just a friendly reminder that

Use Twitter to follow a confiict or a special event Harry Potter never won an Oscar. Apparently,
inspiring an entire generation isn't good
When something happens, you might try to find more enough. #0scars2013

information about the event online. Most likely, you will try Google. Have
you ever thought about using Twitter? | follow several international
newspapers and | am always quick to get the latest news. If something is
happening, like an earthquake, a meteor, a conflict, you will probably be
able to find a lot of information on Twitter. In your Twitter software, type
a keyword in the search area. Use the name of the country; see if you can
find new information. You might even answer a Tweet as well. Perhaps T
arrange a Skype meeting for your class? There are many possibilities here.
People are in general very cooperative when it comes to helpings
students and teachers.

Professor Snape (_Snape_) x

Bio | Timeline | Mentions | Favorites

Twitter  nttp:iwitter.com/_Snape_

More reasons why teachers should use Twitter

1. Together we’re better
Twitter can be like a virtual staffroom, a place you can step into when it suits you.
2. Global or local: you choose
Always nice to have people you might meet and exciting to follow those you know
distance will prevent you from meeting in person.
3. Self-awareness and reflective practice
Teachers on Twitter share reflections and support and challenge each other.

Table of Contents How to use



http://starsandstripes.blog.com/2013/02/04/from-the-book-1/

Chapter 4 - Seven steps to connect

4. Ideas, workshop and sounding board
Twitter is a great medium for sharing ideas and getting instant feedback.

5. Newsroom and innovation showcase
By following leading individuals and organizations, Twitter users can stay right at the
bleeding edge of innovation and creativity, and literally be among the first to know when
a new product is launched, article is published or opinion is voiced.

6. Professional development and critical friends
Twitter is also a source of healthy debate and your followers might not always agree
with you.

7. Communicate, communicate, communicate
Expressing yourself in 140 characters is a great discipline. Most likely you have written a
post on a blog and are sending a link with Twitter. Or sharing a link. It is an art to be
precise and concise!

8. Getting with the times has never been so easy!
We need to be able to speak the same language and inhabit the same communities
(both real and virtual) as our students in order to motivate them and relate to them.
Twitter is anything but complicated!

Adapted and moderated from source: http://instablogg.com/gm rfU

Lists

Twitter lists Gassoom Teachers
: _ somsscomnes e [ | [ e

There are other ways to informed on what happens without s gy | B e
following thousands of educators. It is not Hashtags, but lists. S ‘
i tuinsacenscs gy (G i asomnenm e

There are many great lists made by educators who know who to a e e

follow. You can see my lists here:

Video Into Your Haiku
week | shared 76
NLFyM via @mb

Twitter messages used to work on project ot

Ed Tech Gurus oy Richard &

While working on this project we have used Twitter to cooperate
with each other. This is an easy way to connect and can be very useful. All you have to do is
send a tweet and you get a response from the person whenever they feel like answering. It's
simple to send a tweet, and since people spend much time online they will probably answer the
message fast. Here is some

. Dr_Smeghead ‘ — “-H. Ny ki -H B & i Gt
examples of our Twitter- N St oo le Reaces e s
. | was thinking about making a list of about 10 games, - U:_“:____,,, e -
conversations: and what you can learn from them. Do you think this T EE SRR - . 2“ .
T ancther RSS reader to use in cur #1 STFbook
11:51am, Mar 14 from Weh
annmic: {@HaskonHoeB that was surprising.
HaakonHoelB ‘ We should include how to convert your RSS
from e and recommend another

What would that be?
Mar 14 from Twittes for iPad

@annmic Check this app by Prof. Dr. AE. Eiben;
tunes.apple.com/au/app/evocomp...

Thiz iz how teaching should be done in the 21 HaakonHoelB: @snnmicwe need to do
CEHtLIF}'Z'Z #15TFBook . DI’_SI]IEI_I]']EEII:' that, yes. I'm not sure which provider to

me; but they not offer
the same features that GR does

About the paragraph on h
with the chapter; Is it som
placed at the start, or in the end?

12:45pm, Mar 14 from Twitter for iPhone
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2. Set up your own blog

How to set up a blog using WordPress -step by step

In this text I'll guide you through the steps on how to make and publish your own blog using

WordPress, which is the blog
service | recommend. You also
have other options as
Blogspot.com and Blogger.com,
the setup process is relatively
the same, but with a few
differences. Lastly, you can
choose to host your blog on
your own website, you can still
use services like WordPress.
Hosting on your own domain is
the option | would go with if
you’re serious about "blogging".

Share with the world,
your cornmuniLy, or

your closest friends.

Get Started

Now let us set it up!
Go to www.wordpress.com and click
"Get Started".

Fill out your mail & password. Then
choose a name for your blog. Finally
choose whether you are going to
host it on “.wordpress.com” or
“.com” (and more more).

Press "Create Blog" and your blog
will be created!

Find your way to your "Dashboard",
and voila!

Now that you have your blog up and
running you can start blogging!

W v R e N e TR

Get started with WordPress.com by filling out this simple form:

£-mail Address Welsend you an emato acateyour ceount,

Username

Password

Blog Address Choose an address for your blog, You can change|
___________________ theWordPresscom addresslater |
| .WOrdprSS.COm Free l Ifyou don't want a blogyou can signup for just a
eeeeeeee
.wordpress.com
Thinking about upgrading? me Grabbing the upgrade bundle on signup can save
e e cash over buying upgrades at a later
FreeBlog v .com o el g racdes e
n explanation of the feature.
Domain Name & Mapping v -net
10G8 Space Upgrade v Org
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1. Go to www.wordpress.com, then press the orange
“get-started” button.

2. You will be asked to fill out information and make
your own url. (example123.wordpress.com)

3. Your blog is ready to be used. All of the settings ++
you find on the dashboard

4. To change your blogs appearance, simply click on appearance and

then choose what you want to change. Wordpress.com has o "\ Dashbos
thousands of free themes you can choose between, | can g
guarantee that you will find one you like. o
5. Click on posts and then add new to write a blog-post. If you want
- = to add pictures or videos 16 Fuss
you click on the add 7 Sofe 1 Fage
media button. It's e 1 Ga
important that you use T 3 T
== this method to add S .
pictures, instead of the -~
usual “copy-paste” 2 Conmens bl
method, because then B Feadbacks
the pictures won’t S
= always be turn up when i D |
others read your post. To i
publish your finished  Too Teme Opons |
post click publish. b |
6. Once you have learned the basics | recommend you explore the slom Desig
sidebar. Practice makes perfect!
One more tip; Remember that you might have to approve the comments you .|
receive for them to be visible on your blog. That can be done under comments.  .°""
(You can change this in the settings) ¥ Store
s~ Posts
Tutorials e
Still not sure about how to do this? Take a look at this webpage. ™ ) Pages
They offer a lot of help and video tutorials as well! WPBeginner. :& W E R
offer free video and written tutorials for all of the basics and e y“ o
then some. On WP Beginner you can find everything from how to PR i ' :::imm-ce
change your default font size to the pros and cons of theme e Th Tools
frameworks to how to create a forum within your WordPress T S ] Settings

blog.

Source Free technology for teachers.
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ClustrMap

Karoline and Hanne

ClustrMap is a great tool to use on you blog. It’s a device that helps you track your viewers. You
get to see where your viewers are from and as the time goes by you can see how many people
have read your blog from all over the world. It will add a red dot to the map that you have on
your blog every time a reader is registered. The larger the dot, the more people from that area
have read your blog!

Now you probably wonder how you can get this fantastic tool on your own blog. It’s really easy.

All you need to do is follow these easy steps:

Go to www.clustrmap.com

1. When you enter the page there is going to be a box were you can write your blog’s URL,
you also need to write your e-mail
2. You will receive an e-mail with a link you need to press to activate your account
3. You will get a password and a code you need to use in your blog (the code will vary
depending on wich blog platform you use)
4. Now all you need to do is to go to your blog’s dashboard and find out where to embed
the code
5. If you are using WordPress
a. First press appearance, then widgets and then find the one that says “text”.
b. Pull the widget to the right and then put the code in.
c. Update, and now your all done.
6. If you are using blogger, this is how you do it:
a. Press”layout”, on the sidebar menu.
b. Press “add a gadget”.
c. A window will pop up, and choose, “HTML/JavaScript”, and paste the code in.
d. Press save, and update your blog!
Hope this gave you a better idea on how to use
ClustrMap and that you will use it on your blog.

The picture is a ClustrMap from our teacher's blog. . 55-152 T:li!.‘;m

2 ClustrMaps™

LChck to gae
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Add links to your blog

As a teacher, when setting up your blog you might want to share the
links to your students’ blogs as well. It is a great way to promote their
blogs and help them get more comments.

This is in addition to the RSS feed that you need to keep up with e —
when your students write new posts. Setting up links on your blog is | Cathrine
more for sharing with others and for sharing with the rest of the B David
class. | sometimes use this as a list when | want the students to
comment on each other’s blogs. Comment on the blog of the two
students listed below your name for instance.

O Dimitrije
O Erling

B Ewa

Using blogs to write in class —

| recently read Shelley Wright's post | used to think and related to B Haakon
how | work with my class, | noted this paragraph:”l used to think the
essay was the Holy Grail of the English classroom. Now | honestly
believe it’s one of the least useful forms of communication | teach, at
least in the 5-paragraph essay format. | still believe it's important for  ERaELESEELEG
my students to be able to persuasively argue, but now they learn how [EEeees

to do it via blogging, social media, and using visual and audio
formats.”

@ Haakon B

@ Hanne

o Julia
@ Karoline

| introduced blogging as a way of writing to my first year high school B Kasper
students this fall and they have eagerly been writing since the end of  [FETer=
August. One thing that strikes me when trying to comment all their
posts is this: They are writing a lot, long texts and more texts then
required. Why? Probably because they like to write and because they
are motivated by knowing, they have a wider audience. It is no longer students writing for
teacher only. It is students writing for other students in class and in addition, we sometimes
manage to get comments from students in other schools and in other countries.

O Kent-Inge

@ Mare

Blogging has great potential

Shelley Wright writes in a previous post: “Blogging has the potential to reach and influence
many. Furthermore, it has greater potential for being a life-long skill. Isn’t that our goal in
education? People from all walks and professions blog for the purpose of teaching, creating, and
informing. A number of my recent Masters courses didn’t require papers; instead, they required
blogging. Why? Because blogging is the new persuasive essay. If we’re trying to prepare our
students to think critically and argue well, they need to be able to blog. It allows for interaction.
It allows for ideas to be tested. And the best posts anywhere in cyberspace tend to have a point
that can be argued.”.
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Some simple steps to improve the students’ writing

1. Spelling mistakes should be avoided! | advise students to write their text using Word
and then paste it into their blogs after using the spell-checker options. Sometimes they
spend a long time writing on their blogs and that is another reason | recommend using
Word or OneNote to write in first. That way you won’t lose your work if the internet is
unstable. If you use the blog program to write there are spell-checking options in the
Browser. | use Google Chrome and the built in spell-checker extension. Everyone should
do the same!

2. Peer review. Not only for content, but helping each other with language structure,
grammar and spelling. When writing for a publication or reports at work, you usually
have someone look over your work? Students should practice correcting other students
work and writing in teams. Teachers should arrange to give tasks where students work
together, do the research together and end up writing on the same post. Goal: Assess
and comment on your progress in learning English. Express yourself in writing in a varied,
differentiated and precise manner, with good progression and coherence. Use a
Thesaurus Extension to vary your vocabulary. If you are unsure about your word choice
install "Lookup definitions online". Firefox or Chrome.

3. Work on grammar exercises found here. Concentrate on
areas you know need improving in your writing. If you
often make mistakes with concord make it a rule to look
for that before you publish. Perhaps a friend in class can
help you! Read about subject verb agreement.

4. Only use pictures you are allowed to use. Wikimedia
commons is a great place to find images, sounds and
video you can use in your blog. (thanks to Ulrik for
showing me) Flickr: creative commons is one. Google
image search: Choose Google Advanced Search, and be
sure to click for: Usage rights: Free to use or share!

7
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How to write a great blog comment

Ever since my students started to write blogs | have stressed the importance of writing
comments. | am a part of the “Voices from the learning revolution” and | know good
comments on the posts are appreciated. As we try to teach students how to be prepared for
the future I am certain writing blogs and comments are skills they would benefit from
excelling at. Comment writing is something of a new art form, and some comments are
great and some are horrible. | don’t know any bloggers who don’t appreciate comments, in
addition you can leave comments: on Facebook walls, news articles, photos, videos, and

more.

HwnNPe

Determine Your Motivation - why are you writing?

Provide Context — start by saying what you are commenting on

Be Respectful — you shouldn’t say anything you wouldn’t say in person

Make a Point — don’t say you love it but why you love it and it’s even more
important to make a point when you disagree

Know What You’re Talking About — save your time for commenting about things
where you can actually say something useful

Make One Point per Comment — a comment should be just that — a comment —
not a manifesto.

Keep it Short — keep your comments short.

Link Carefully — don’t link to your own page unless it adds value to the
conversation

Proofread — proofreading is important because if you have a lot of typos or
misspellings, it undermines your authority

Source: (Grammar Girl)

What would you have learned if you wrote on your blog, but no one commented? If you handed
in an English paper, but no one would read it or gave you feedback. Would you improve your
English language, get tips, or more information? No, you would not.

The fact that you can comment on a blog is pretty
much like getting feedback on a paper you have

English school blog

written. Other random people with perhaps other T s ol schel g, s s felow e on it

experiences can give their own opinions and -
information so you probably can see things from
another angle. In addition, you can get tips and
feedback on what you write. When other people
comment, sharing their opinions or give you advice
on what you can improve, you can learn something
from them. | really think so. Imagine that | am,

SOCIAL INEQUALITY
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sitting here in Norway and that some people in Africa can read and comment on this. The world
has become incredibly small. | believe this is quite amazing.

You have to remember that not everyone will agree with you. When you blog you have to be
open to several different opinions on what you have written. Someone may like it and someone
may not like it. That is just the way it is. It is one thing when someone does not agree with you,
but | know some people who write blogs have a problem with the fact that some of their
readers write mean things to them. Many top bloggers have this problem because people write
ugly things about them, about what they wear, what they write and other stuff. The best thing
would be to not pay attention to these comments and to not take this personal. Some of these
bloggers take this very personal; some of them lose their confidence. This is not very nice. If you
don't have anything nice to say, well, then do not comment. It is okay to have another opinion
but not to say that people look ugly or that they are stupid.

All together | think commenting on blogs is a great thing to do. It is a fantastic way to learn
things from others and to get feedback and to improve yourself. But don’t write mean things,
there is no point in doing that. Just give positive feedback and state your own opinions. In class
we call it 2 stars and a wish. 2 things you think are great and 1 area that could be improved.

Edublogawards

What is it?

Edublogs is one of the most popular education blogging service. With Edublogs you are able to
create your own blog, customize designs and include photos & videos. It is safe and really easy
to start with.

There are Edublogs awards and there are many categories you can take part in.

Here are some of them:

Best individual blog HDI‘HLHOJ%E_d.
Best group blog Best edgcgtmnal
Best new blog : o wiki :
Best class blog i 2011 L
Best student blog Edublog Awards
Eest ed tech / resource sharing blog . ’ e iﬁﬁgﬁﬁr THIS

est teacher blog O, THANK YOU,
Best library / librarian blog READERS-

Best administrator blog
Most influential blog post
Best individual tweeter
Best Twitter hashtag
Best free web tool
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Best educational use of audio / video / visual / podcast
Best educational wiki

Best open PD / unconference / webinar series

Best educational use of a social network

Best mobile app

Lifetime achievement

When is it?

Nominations for the Edublog awards start in November. The voting starts early in December
after a jury has chosen the best blogs, the ones you can vote for. Voting is only open for a week,
and each IP-address can only vote once a day. It only takes about two days from the voting is
closed until the winners are proclaimed.

How to participate?

To participate in the Edublog Awards you need to be nominated. Anyone can nominate, and in
our class, we decided everyone should nominate each other. To nominate, you have to write a
post on your blog. You have to write who you nominate, and which category you nominate
them in. There are a wide range of categories, for example best student blog, best teacher blog
and best librarian blog. You also have to link to the blog, and to the edublog awards. Youfill in a
form at www.edublogawards.com and after some time the nominees will be chosen, and it will
be open for voting.

3. Set up an RSS feed

Reader If you have followed our steps, you and your students should both have a Twitter
account and a blog account. If you want your students to write on blogs, you should
o as well. | think that is very important. Teachers should be examples for the students
Al s 2 in writing. Another great value of blogging is that | always have a lesson plan to use.
y
~ Explare .
Sremmesse - NOt matter what | do or which class | teach. | can always
» I Recommended sources . .
woremes- fINA @ lesson plan that | made that will be good to use Status: Published Edit
" st again. When you have posted on your blog, it is easy to e
rYUS find it if you search. If you rely on your LMS, what you did Stek s post o he front page
[ Amalie . . . . . Password protected
Catine in one class will be in an archive and you have to locate it Private
[ Christina . . .
i and reactivate it. On your blog you search for it and you oK | cancel
imitrije’s School
Qering might choose to stick it on your front page for a while. In = .
O Ewa 1 K X X A R . Published on: Sep 5, 2012 @ 14:03 Edit
o WordPress, you will find this option under Visibility: Public
o - Stick this post to the front page. As you see, you also have the choice to password
. protect a post. Might be handy if your students are reluctant to have many readers
S, before they get comfortable with writing blogs.
[ Katinka
[ Kent-Inges English

W Marie S

When you and your students have started you have to read your students' blogs,
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and in most cases, you should offer a comment. (see post about setting up your blog and
commenting!) To be able to do this on a regular basis our advice is that you set up an RSS feed.

| try to check my RSS feed two times a week just to be sure. It might look something like this:

RSS made easy

What is RSS?

e What do you use it for, and why?

e How doyousetitup?

o Different options/services

e Gather all the feeds from the students’ blogs

e Often you can just copy their main URL and your service will find the feed for you.
Otherwise you'll have to look it up (or get the students to send it to you)

In this article I’'m going to write about RSS, what it is, how you can use it and
the different services you can use to gather all your feeds

RSS stands for “Rich Site Summary”(“often dubbed: “Really Simple Syndication””(Wikipedia)),
and that is what it is; It is a summary of a specific page (often used on blogs and news sites).
That summary can be the whole article or just a small part of it, depending on the host. For
those of you who are very technical, RSS is essentially formated XML. RSS allows you, the user,
to have everything in an organized way. The real benefit of using RSS is that you do not have to
manually check all your favorite websites yourself, the new posts just comes to you. “It just
works”

By now you know what it is, but how can this benefit you, both as a teacher and a student?
First, you can gather it all in one place, the feeds from your students that is. It is a little work to
set it all up, but when you have it up and running, it works like a charm. No more browsing
around, just have everything gathered in one simple environment. Having this in one place will
save you a lot of time, time you can use to help your students. Although you most likely will
have to manually, go into the blogs themselves in order to comment, this is a good way to keep
track of your students’ work. As for the students reading this, you probably have a few sites you
check into regularly. Using an RSS reader can be the best way to keep track of “everything”.
Back to the teacher, you can get the students to set it up themselves and then give them your
address. Maybe you can put their homework or the lesson plan on your website.
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Two RSS Readers

First Haakon had already written about how |[REEEEEEEEE I
to use and set up a Google Reader.
Unfortunately, Google decided that the
Google Reader should no longer be
available; so then, we had to adapt and find
other similar alternatives. We tested five
different sites that were similar to Google
Reader, and we found two sites that we
thought were the most user-friendly and
easiest to use; feedly.com and pulse.me.

Pick at least three interests!
You can always customize this later.

make an account and it’s not so technological and advanced. To sign up you just have to write

vour full name, fflin an e-mafl address, and
make a password.

Then you can start using it by first choosing & katwhhilog=pot searchiResults

at least three different topics, like sports, Nw_ Tumblr Results

music or fashion. When you have chosen . ‘i B it ‘
some topics related articles and texts will

ShOW Up. S Flickr Group Resulis

Business
Flickr - katwh.blogspot
Lifestyle Flickr photos tagged with katwh.blogspot

You can also follow blogs and other sites you

Entertainment

like to read and you get a notification when . - [——
. , aming
the blOg Or S|te has been updated. It S E;:gli'sl"\ arly5an:|vika:SecnnderIdWar- Real
K . Inspiration iur«ffm., Hi Katinka,
possible to make different folders to sort the B | o i emm—

Art & Design ——

sites you follow. It would be smart to make a
folder with your students' blogs!

We would recommend this site to everyone, technologic or non-technologic people. It’s all free
and the site is also made as an app for apple and android.

| have tried to use Feedly.com as an alternative to Google Reader. We looked at several
alternatives, but personally, | think Feedly.com was one of the best alternatives.
Feedly.com was easy to install on the computer but most of _—
all Feedly.com was easy to use. For many people, perhaps

those who are not experienced in using technology, many websites can be hard and
complicated to use because the website is too messy, not organized, or just not user
friendly enough. Feedly.com was not messy, it was user friendly and not
complicated to use. | think most teachers and students will understand Feedly.com.
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The design on Feedly.com was classical and intuitive and you could change the colors to
whatever colors you like. That is probably not that important but | think it is nice to have a color
and a design that is stylish but yet classy, a design that you like.

When you have installed Feedly.com and you want to add web sites, you only have to click on +
ADD WEBSITE on the left part of the screen. If you don’t find it, look at the picture.

When you click on + ADD WEBSITES, a picture will pop up on the right part of the screen. Now
all you have to do is to type the site or article name you want to follow or find in the search
area.

4. Make a Skype account

As you already may know, Skype is a quite popular freeware that allows you to video call, voice
call and chat with other people regardless where on the planet they are. Skype has made many
lives easier and better in a way that it connects people and makes them closer to each other like
never before. All you need is a computer with a web camera, and in case you want to talk, it
would also be suitable to have a microphone and a
pair of speakers or headphones. This is a minor
problem as most of the laptops today have built-in Cancel
cameras, microphones and speakers.

However, let's get back to the topic; this is how you
can set up a Skype account:

£

Firstly, go to https://www.skype.com and click on the
"Join Us" tab which is located at the top right corner
of the website.

=, Signing in...

Proceed to fill in information about yourself in the
empty fields. Some fields (the one with stars (*)) have
to be filled in, they cannot be left empty. Such fields
are your name, your last name, as well as your e- mail
address, your Skype name and your password.

When you are done stating information about

yourself, make sure to double-check that

everything is right and that every single field with a

star (*) is filled.

Click on the "l agree - Continue" tab at the bottom of the page.

Now that you have created a Skype account, the next thing you need to do is to download and
install Skype on your PC. This can be done on Skype's website which is listed above. You can

_all ATET = 10:48 AM =
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simply download the software by clicking on "Downloads" on top of the Skype's web page. And
you don't have to download Skype on your PC if you don't want to. There are many platforms to
choose between such as tablets, smart phones and even TVs.

As mentioned before in the text, Skype is a free software that lets you talk to anyone -
anywhere. What | forgot to say is that the person you want to talk with needs to have a Skype
account as well. However, Skype can also be used to make calls to landlines or mobile phones,
which will cost you money. Skype to Skype is a much better solution!

Skype for educators

Ann Michaelsen

You have several choices when it comes to
finding educators to Skype with. You probably
have some people you follow on Twitter and

perhaps some you follow on blogs as well. You

might have met some on school visits and you
might have friends who teach in other
countries. Regardless, using Skype is a great
experience for teachers and for students. One
thing you need to think about is time
difference. It is difficult for me to Skype with
students in the USA. On the east coast, the
time difference is 6 hours and in California, 9.
The day is over in Norway before it begins in
San Francisco. We are better off Skyping with
the rest of Europe and Africa.

esj’;:s; in the classroom

=
Home  Skype lessons Profiles Partners Collections Help

Cutwre  Geography  History  Languages Math  Science  Technology — More v

HI, Inspirational Skype lessons for you to take part in
Ann S. Michaelsen

Skype lesson In Geography

Use Skype to join explorer Mark
Wood on his Everest adventure

by Mark Wood - Polar Explorer

Enter your lesson title

Partner lessons
Verbalizelt
‘ Latest lesson
verbalizeit

Learn about entrepreneurship
& building a digital startup
from...

View all 2 Skype lessons

Skype in the classroom is a great place to find projects and partners. Log in with your username

and password and browse the different categories. It is easy to find someone who wants to
work with you and your class. The difficult part is probably to make the time for this and engage
the students in the work. Why not browse this page with your students and see if you find
topics everyone would like to learn more about. If you do not find anything start your own
project!
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Some word's from Skype

When writing this book we asked for feedback from our PLN and one of the answers we got was
from Skype in the classroom. All the answers are in chapter 9 but here | have some answers to
guestions regarding teachers’ use of Skype in the classroom.

What do you think about using more digital tools in school? Can it help students learn and is it
motivational?

Yes, | truly believe that technology can have a very positive effect on students' learning
experiences. Skype in the classroom is a wonderful example of this. Skype in the classroom
connects students to the world. It allows teachers and students to overcome many barriers
(time-zone barriers, cultural barriers, language barriers and financial barriers) and access
knowledge that was otherwise inaccessible to them. It can teach students to look at subjects
from new perspectives and motivate them to aim higher and visit the places that they see on
Skype in real life. They can also speak to inspirational guest speakers on Skype and set new life
goals for themselves thanks to these experiences.

Do you have any advice to teachers who want to start using Skype in the classroom?

Be curious and imaginative when using Skype in the classroom. All you need to sign up to our
free service is a Skype ID and some great ideas for some Skype lessons. You can either set up
your own lesson or search for existing lessons on our site that you can join. When creating a
lesson on the Skype in the classroom website always remember to include an interesting title, a
good lesson plan and a captivating image which will appeal to your target audience. Set goals
for yourself - do a Skype call with every country in a given continent by the end of the school
year or invite five different scientists into your classroom via Skype. Become a positive Skype in
the classroom community member and make new friends with teachers from across the globe.
The more you give to the community, the more you will receive from it.

How many teachers use Skype to connect do you think?

We have over 55,000 teachers registered on Skype in the classroom and the numbers grow very
rapidly on a daily basis, we love seeing new members join our community.

What is your strategy to get more teachers to use Skype?

It is important for teachers to see that Skype in the classroom connects their students to the
world, which we demonstrate to our members on our website, Facebook and Twitter feeds on
a regular basis. Once teachers have the technology in their classroom, the whole world is at the
tip of their fingers.
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5. Sign up for Quadblogging

There are many ways to find teachers and
educators online. Sometimes it is good to

QuadBlogging

have some organized help. Now that you
and your students are blogging, it would
be fun to have more readers and more

@uadBluggin_g_

Powered by Nelson Thornes

comments. | know the students in my
class appreciate comments and it is
actually a great way to learn as well.
When you know many people are reading
your blog you think twice about posting
something without being sure it is

accurate and reveal your sources.

N Iy A e
| have used QuadBlogging twice and it is a ;fi“‘" SWMAU‘S“TZR[‘}AH#D
great way to connect. This year we are sc‘ﬁ'f%n
working with two schools in the US and “HENEW

MONEY IR
one in the UK. Four schools writing and Rt
commenting. It is a great way to be sure

he last 12 months
40 countries.

The concept is simple, either watch the short video to the right or keep reading...

QuadBloggers involved as
of August 2012:

QuadBlogging - The
Concept

all your students get comments. Make a plan and a list. You want all your students to participate
and all your students to comment as well. Usually everyone comments on one school, one week

at a time. Go to their website and sign up. It is free, fun and easy!

6. Make a Facebook group

A first-year student at Ryerson University in Toronto who has been accused
of cheating after helping run a Facebook study group could get expelled
from school pending a hearing by a special committee. This happened in
year 2008, around 5 years ago. The person who created the group was Chris
Avenir and he thought the allegations were completely ridiculous. At that
time we didn't have much knowledge about Facebook and other digital
tools. Now (in year 2013) a lot of students have made a Facebook group
where they discuss and help each other. Much has changed since 2008 and
we all have more knowledge about using social media to collaborate. If this
had happened today, | think the reactions would be even stronger and the
decision would be changed. | think to discuss the test in a Facebook group is
the same as sitting at a cafe and talking about the test. The only reason why
they thought the action was illegal, was because the group was via the
internet. Before a test you should prepare the way you want, and the
schools should not worry if the preparations happen online. Of course you

B} welcome

L] dews Feed

T8, Lie Pages

Close Friands
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have to be aware of what you publish online, but if you publish topics about school, nothing bad
can happen to you. It is impossible to cheat if you use a Facebook group before a test and
therefore the teachers do not need to worry about that. | would rather think a Facebook group
and information on the internet is a good tool to help the students to prepare, help each other
and get inspiration.

In our class we have made a Facebook group where we help each other and answer questions if
someone in the class needs help. Facebook is a very useful tool if you use it in the right way,
especially if you have a Facebook group.

Here’s an easy guide on how to make a Facebook group. A Facebook group can be used in many
different settings to connect and share.

Sign in to your Facebook account at www.Facebook.com

1. At the left side on the page (under the groups heading) click on ““create a group™".

Select a name for the group and choose which people you want to add in the group. After that
you choose the privacy of the group. That means if other people could see what you publish in
the group or not. As you can se in the picture below, you can choose between open, closed or
secret. Our Facebook group is secret. Only students in our class can see it. Sometimes that
makes sense.

Once you have created a Facebook group you can ey
add posts to your group, edit and delete
documents and share photos.

In our Facebook group, we share documents, W
notes and help each other like when we are
preparing for a test the next day. The greatest oo
advantage with a group like this is that our teacher
can join the group and we do not have to be
friends with our teacher on Facebook. Then we
can ask a question as a post in the group and the
teacher can answer the question. This is also an :
easy way to communicate and its makes a better o creste [P0
atmosphere in the class. In our group there are
often questions like “what is the homework for
tomorrow? = And then one of the students will comment. Someone is always willing to help,
and in a group of 30, there will always be one who knows the answer. This group was made on
the initiative of the students and in this group we don't have any teachers.

Oprn

& @ Ooeed

Sacat
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How to make surveys in Facebook groups

Catrine

Facebook has recently upgraded some of their
features! The "ask question" button on the
toolbar now allows members in the group to
vote! Any member can make a survey
regarding what they choose. This tool is very
useful to gain knowledge of members' points
of view, abilities and requirements. The
pictures below easily demonstrate an example
of this.

L ]
How would you like to be graded in written English?

<]

&

all competency goals. Ann is grading.

&

:Exam

How would you like to be graded in oral English?

&l

&l

|

Recordig a conversation between Em
fellow students. Teacher is grading.

[ Normal presentation in front of the
class.

Converastion with Ann (Not in front of

| the class).

Activity in class.

+ Add an answer...

&= |jke - Comment * Follow post - about a minute ago

« Seen by 4

Write about optional topic ‘HHH +2
Blog post ALEE

Work with optional project that covers EE
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7. Join a Ning

What is a Ning? Ning is an online platform for people and organizations to create custom social
networks, launched in October 2005. Ning offers customers the ability to create a community
website with a customized appearance and feel, feature sets such as photos, videos, forums and
blogs. The service allows customers to charge for membership directly within their Ning
Network. As of June 2011, Ning has 65 million monthly unique visitors globally on its platform.
Source: Wikipedia.

In Norway, we have a Ning for teachers called: "del og

bruk"”. A teacher at our school Ingunn Kjgl Wiig initiated delog bru k- no

: samarbeid - utdanning - framtid
it. They have more than 9500 members! amarbeid - utdanning - framtid

Nings are great places to learn what is going on, getting to know other educators and to take
part in discussions.

The Future of Education is a great Ning The Future of Education

with a lot of information and intereSting Charting the Course of Teaching and Leaming in a Networked World
debates. Steve Hargadon is the founder of

this Ning. They have a Future of Education interview series and discussion community. |
recommend that you look there. Fortunately, for Europeans all the interviews are taped and
can be watched at your convenience!

The Educator's PLN is called the Personal learning | TR
network for educators. Thomas Whitby created -I-I'E Edl.mtd’s PLN

this Ning Network. The personal learning network for educators
Classroom20.com, is a social network for those interested in Web 2.0, Social =
Media, and Participative Technologies in the classroom. They offer many great " g

sssss

discussions, and it is a good way to find and connect with colleagues. They have u
over 70,000 members from 188 countries! Classroom 2.0 is a free, community- '
supported network. They encourage those who are "beginners" to join and find it
a supportive comfortable place to start being part of the digital dialog.

. Vi e0
= Virtual Worlds (Virtuaiworlds™)
= Webmail (webmail’)

= Wikis (Wikis™)

= Biology (‘biology’)

They offer many forums where you probably will be able to find answer to most * Ghsmcenemiy)
questions you might have working with technology in class.

= English (english’)
= English as a Foreign Language
(efl)

= English as a Second Language
(esl

= Religion (‘religion’)
= Science (‘science’)
= Sodial Studies (socialstudies”)

= Collaboration Oppertunities
(collaboration’)
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Students' reflections

How can you profit from collaborating online?

There are many ways to connect with students and educators outside your classroom. Twitter,
Skype and blogs are the most common ways of connecting. This is a great opportunity to
collaborate with people from across the world.

Twitter is a social media tool, used by people of all ages and from all over the world. It's a
microblogging service where you can express your thoughts with 140 characters. You can use
Twitter to express your feelings, you can write your political opinions, and most importantly,
connect with others with the same interest or the same opinion as you. This is why Twitter is so
valuable. Many teachers and professors share their teaching methods that you can use in your
own class. You can also find students who share their thoughts on learning in class.

Skype is another way to get in touch with people.
If you use Skype, you will be able to have video
conferences with other teachers and their
students. You will be able to discuss different
issues and it is almost as if you are in the same
room. That way, you can have conversations with
other students who will become your friends and
you can share experiences and knowledge. There
are so many interesting people out there, and
think about how easy to meet them via Skype!

Figur 1 Skyping with students in China

Imagine you are working on a project on the Alaskan natives. You

may have many questions, because you do not know much about the topic. In addition, as we
all know, information on the internet may be incorrect, or just difficult to find. You can simply
search for people on Twitter from Alaska, or people who know a lot about this subject, and try
talk to them. You can even arrange a Skype meeting, where you can ask your questions. This is
why Twitter is great! It is easy to find people, and it is an informal way of talking and exchanging
information. Sometimes Skype is difficult because of the different time zones. That is why
Twitter is great.

We have tried using Skype in class ourselves. We had a video conference with a class form
Lesotho. This is pretty far away from Norway, and | believe many of us learned a lot from this
experience. Most of us have never been to Africa, or seen an African school. Many Norwegians
have an image of Africa being poor and completely destroyed by war. However, the kids in
Lesotho had a great school. With the help from our school, they have computers, and those
who needed it most have been given uniforms and shoes as well. Both Norwegian and African
students probably learned a lot from each other, by asking questions.
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Different ways to collaborate online

Have you ever used digital programs like Skype, Blogs, or OneNote sharing in a school settings?
You may not know, but these programs can be very useful in active learning and to collaborate
with your own class or others. In this text we have written about how you can use these
different programs in many ways to connect with students and teachers.

Skype is made for those who would like to keep in touch with friends, classmates, or people all
over the world. You can also use Skype in school settings to collaborate and talk to other
students in other countries. On Skype, you do not just have the opportunity to call somebody,
but you can also have a video conversation where you can see the other people. Another good
thing is that it’s totally free to use. Here’s an easy guide on how to use Skype:

Go to http://www.skype.com/intl/en/home , and download Skype free. When you have created
an account, you can start connecting with other people who also have Skype. You can then use
Skype in many different settings, like if your class is cooperating with another class in another
country. This is an example we have tested in our class. Our teacher Ann talked to a teacher in
South Africa, and made an appointment on Skype with her class. This way you can use Skype to
learn about another culture and how the school system is there. You can also use Skype to
connect with friends and classmates, for instance if you are working with projects or preparing
for tests.

Another way to collaborate with others is to write on a blog or read blog posts. By writing blogs,
you can write texts and get comments on how you could improve your writing. It’s also easy to
share thoughts with others, and see if they have something to add or if they agree with you. By
using BlogSpot.com or Blogger.com you can read other blogs and different texts, and perhaps
comment and get some inspiration from the texts. We have used this in our class by writing
school blogs, where we have written different texts about different themes.

Sharing documents in OneNote is also another way to collaborate with
other classmates or groups from your class when working with projects for

instance. Here you can share information, ideas, texts, and projects. First, ﬂ
you have to download OneNote to your computer. Then if you want to

share documents with other students or friends, you have to make a OneNote
SkyDrive account here https://skydrive.live.com/. When you have created
and downloaded these programs, you can start working by creating
documents and maps in OneNote. Alternatively, you can start working by creating a document
and then share it with someone else. There is no limit to how many people you can share the
document or folder with. When you have shared a document or folder, you can start or
continue writing, and as soon as the other person/persons you have shared it with is online,
they will see the changes you have written. If they write something on a document they share
with you, you can see what they have written.
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Chapter 5 — Gaming to learn

5. Gaming to learn

Some words from the chapter editor

In my spare time, | play a lot of computer games, and | am quite frustrated by the views many
people have on gaming, and how the violent games have taken all the attention of the media.
So when the idea of making this chapter first was mentioned, | did not hesitate putting my
name on it. Working on it, has been extremely interesting and exciting. Using games for learning
is something | truly believe in, and | hope that teachers out there can see the potential as well.

In today's school, books still dominate the classrooms. And even though computers are
becoming more common, most schools are still far away from reaching the "technological
dream". The question | will try to answer in this chapter is whether computer games can be a
part of this dream, and become one of many ways for students to learn.

The not very successful beginning

Video games have been around for quite some time, and in the last decade, we have seen that
games have become a common and extremely popular form of entertainment. However, games
have been met with words like addiction and violence, and a huge amount of skepticism. What
people seem to forget, is that playing a game is something you do for amusement, just like
reading a book or watching a movie. Just like you can read a book, or watch a movie, for
learning, as well as entertainment, you can play a game.

In 2012, the US department of education released a game called "Trace Effects", designed for
learning English. So clearly, the idea of using computer games for educational purposes has
been thought of, and even tried out. Our class did try the game out, and we found that it was
poorly made, and we never seemed to understand exactly how we were supposed to learn
English more efficiently by using it. However, it did at least show that someone, somewhere,
had picked up this idea, and probably done their best trying to make it happen, and | would
think spent a lot of money on it.

So why was «Trace Effects” not a huge success? Why were we not thrilled by being allowed to
play a game in class? First of all the game was not particularly entertaining, it was actually a bit
frustrating due to browser problems and lagging. However, the biggest reason is probably that it
could simply not match a normal game made by more famous game studios, nor match the
experience of a movie. It simply felt like a waste of time, both from an educational and
entertaining perspective. Trace Effects has proved that making a good game for educational
purposes, is extremely difficult. It is not hard to understand why the department of education
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has reservations about spending huge amounts of money, that is needed for making what could
become a good game. Trace effects is simply an example of what happens if you try to make a
game, without really knowing what to do, how to do it, and not wanting to use lots of resources
on it. Still, does the idea of using games for educational purposes end with Trace Effects?

Interest, inspiration and understanding

There are several games out there, that can be used for something students often have a hard
time finding in school; interest, inspiration and understanding of a subject. This can sometimes
be achieved by watching a movie. An example could be history class, where watching a movie
like Downfall, could be ideal for making the students get an image of how it was like in Berlin at
the end of World War 2. The same could be done with the right type of games. An example
could be the Total-War series, where you control your nation in different time-periods,
depending on which game it is. Games like Total-War could give the students an image of how it
actually looked like on the battlefield. Being able to play through the battle of Waterloo might
just be the inspiration many students need. Another interesting thing to do is to play a game in
a foreign language, and use it for language learning. In games, you also have to understand
what happens in order to move one. So you are forced to pay attention, which could be great,
especially in science and social studies. All this
depends on whether it is the teacher who plays
in front of class, and explains, or if the students
play on their own.

When learning about politics, history,
geography and the connections between these
subjects, there are several other games that
could help with the understanding of how
diplomacy and trade works, and even why
countries declare war on each

other.

(A battle in Napoleon TW, taking place in Spain between French and British troops.)

Civilization is one of these game-series, and is probably one of the best ways of getting insight
into these subjects. In the game you are, like in Total War, trying to control your civilization.
Instead of being forced to play, let us say the Napoleonic Wars, you are starting your civilization
from scratch. The first thing you have to do is build your first city, explore the surrounding land,
and meet other nations.

The game is turn-based, and each turn lasts about ten years in the beginning, and as your nation
discovers new technologies, the turns will cover a shorter time span. In 10.000 BC, one turn is
over ten years, but when reaching the 1800s, one turn is under five years. All this depends on
what settings you choose before you start.

Civilization starts to get interesting, when you are forced to make decisions about war, hunger,
trade and culture. If one of your neighbouring countries are expanding their borders with the
help of culture, you have to decide what to do, and if it turns out that war is the only way to
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keep your, let's say iron ore resource, you have to mobilize troops, look for allies, and
everything else that the nation would expect from you. As of 2013, there are five civilization
games, and even though the newest is the most advanced game, the older ones are cheaper,
work on cheaper computers, and they are just as interesting and inspiring!

The, hopefully, brighter future

If you want to teach your class City-planning, how to make decisions on where to place power
plants, police stations, hospitals, and how tax is regulated, EA's Sim-City series will do the trick.
In Sim-City, your task is to build a city from the ground up. You have to think about everything
from roads to pollution, and building a fully functional city may prove to be more difficult than
you think.

Their newest Sim-City game comes together with an
educational service, made especially for the teachers. This
allows them to share lesson plans, ideas, and tasks the
students can complete in-game. One task could be "The
student will explain the concept of an electrical grid, and
different forms of energy". It could also be a larger task, like .
"Build a fully functional City". The site, called simcityedu.org, ‘

is not complicated, and a useful tool for the teacher. —

Because Sim-City comes together with tools for the teacher, it

does look like the gaming industry has started to understand

the potential of using games for learning.There is really no reason for the teachers to wait for
every game to be specially made for learning, and many teachers have started. Games like
Civilization, Totals- war and the older Sim-City games are already being used by some teachers,
who have already discovered the possibilities. The game "Minecraft", has become a popular tool
in class, and an educational version of the game has been developed by an independent
company, working together with the developers of Minecraft. They sell the game with their
model in classroom sets, and it has become a great learning tool.

So, what is Minecraft? Minecraft is a game based on blocks. In many ways, it's the computer
version of Lego. In Minecraft, you can cooperate with other players and build the world. You
start out with nothing, and have to chop wood, make axes,
pickaxes and other tools. There are three game modes in
the original game, survival, peaceful, and creative. Survival
is with monsters, which means that you have to secure the
area, and be sure that neither you nor your fellow players
are killed. Peaceful mode is without monsters, and the
players can focus more on the more peaceful features of
the game. In creative mode, you can fly around, with an ;
eternal amount of building materials. It is simply for building, without worrying about
everything else.
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Minecraft is one of those games that can be used for learning teamwork, and help the students
understand how working together is an essential part of society. In Minecraft, the class can
create a society from scratch. They would have to gather materials, food, build houses and
simply cooperate, if they want to survive in their new world that is. If there are enough players,
and they play long enough, different fractions may rise, and suddenly they would have to think
politics as well. In many cases, the players make laws, courts, police, army, and even patent
systems. Minecraft is full of possibilities, but it's up to the players to exploit them.

Could the dream come true?

If gaming is to be part of today's school, there are some challenges. The biggest challenge about
using games for learning purposes is that every student, or the teacher at least, needs a decent
computer that can handle the games. In many countries, students are given their own school-
computer, and they can in most cases handle less demanding games like Civilization or
Minecraft. Then it is easy to give the students tasks, and make them cooperate. But, if the
teacher is the only one with a decent computer, the effect will probably be the same as
watching a movie.

The second challenge is that the teachers must be brave and try it. If they do not try, it will not
happen. | hope that this chapter of the book has provided the teachers with some options when
it comes to gaming. What is important is to remember that the students often know a lot about
games themselves, and that they are able to make it work on their own. What the teacher
needs to do is read about the game, so that he or she can make tasks and asses the students'
work. The dream could come true, and with any luck, it will come true. All that needs to happen
is that the teachers, and the students, take action!
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Games and their educational value.

Games/series | Type of
game

Civilization Turn-
based
Strategy

SimCity City-
Building

Minecraft Sandbox,
creative

Total war Turn-
Based
Strategy

Europa Strategy
Universalis
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Educational value

Learn history, diplomacy,
trade, decision-making and
more, by building your
nation from the ground up
on a huge map.

In SimCity, you will learn
about City-planning,
energy consume
economics and much
more, by building your city
from the ground up.

By playing Minecraft, you
can fully exploit your
creativity, and by working
with others, create a fully
functional world.

In Total War, you learn
about the wars of the
different ages, diplomacy,
wealth and more, by
playing through battles
and overseeing your
nation on the world map.

Learn about diplomacy,
wealth, economics, history
and more, by playing
different nations in
different time periods.

Different versions, with years of
release after 2000, and age rating by
PEGI.

Civilization 3,4,5
2001,2005,2010

Rated: 12+

SimCity 4, SimCity societies, Sim City
2003,2007,2013

Rated:7+

Minecraft
2011

Rated:7+

Shogun, Medieval, Rome, Medieval2,
Empire, Napoleon, Shogun 2, Rome 2

2000,2002,2004,2006,
2009,2010,2012,2013
Rated: 12+(Shogun, Rome, Medieval)

Rated: 16+(Medieval 2, Empire,
Napoleon, Shogun 2)

Rated: Probably 16+ (Rome 2, release
Q3 2013)

Europa Universalis 1,2,3, Rome, 4
2000,2001,2007,2008,2013

Rated: 12+
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Rise of Real-Time

Nations strategy

Portal First-
person
puzzle

Company of | Real-Time

Heroes strategy

Assassin's First-

Creed person
action and
adventure

The Elder Role
Scrolls playing,
adventure

[ Table of Contents ]

Learn about different time
periods, by playing on a
strategic map, together
with allies and enemies.

Learn puzzle-solving, by
playing through different
challenges, where you
have to place "portals" in
certain locations to move
on.

Learn about

1=West front WW2.
2=East front WW?2,

by playing skirmish battles,
and controlling either Axis
or Allied forces.

Learn about

1=The third Crusade. 2-
4=Renaissance

5-6=colonial era,

by playing an assassin in
the time period, and
seeing historical places
and people.

In the elder scrolls games,
you are playing through
epical stories, with lots of
decision-making. In these
games, you can create
your own tale, and the
games can be used for
learning about writing, and
the fantasy genre.

Rise of nations
2003

Rated: 12+

1,2
2007,2011

Rated: 12+

1,2
2006,2013

Rated: 18+

1,2,3,4,5,6
2007,2009,2010,2011,2012,2013

Rated: 18+

Morrowind, Oblivion, Skyrim
2003,2006,2011

Rated: 12+(Morrowind)
Rated: 16+(Oblivion)

Rated: 18+(Skyrim)
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6. Digital literacy

Some words from the chapter editors

Now it is time to sum up our work on this chapter. It has been a great challenge to be in charge
of a whole chapter in this book. We have learned a lot during the process, and of course, we had
a lot of help from our class mates and our teacher. Others have contributed by writing articles
and texts for the chapter, and we have tried to tie it all together, and delegate responsibilities
and tasks. We think this will be a valuable experience that we can bring with us later in life. It is
great to see how the finished product is coming together, and we cannot wait to see the book
when it is done.

This chapter contains a lot of useful information on digital literacy. Everything from how
Facebook owns your information, to how you can make smarter web searches. We really hope
that you will use this information, and that this chapter makes your everyday life on the internet
a little bit easier. We think this information is useful for almost anyone, especially those who
use the internet frequently.

Young people today have lots of experience... interacting with new
technologies, but a lot less so of creating [or] expressing themselves with
new technologies. It’s almost as if they can read but not write. MIT Media

Labs’ Mitch Resnick Source: Will Richardson

Digital literacy

One of the dangers of the internet is cyberbullying. Many teachers and parents are afraid that
using the internet in school all day might result in more cyberbullying. In Norway, a Facebook
group was revealed where students were writing rude comments about their teachers. The
group has more than 30.000 followers. The leader of the Norwegian student council wants to
educate teachers and states that teachers do not know how to tackle this and that it is a
problem in schools. In most cases, students know more about the use of social media than their
teachers he argues, but they do not always know the consequences of their actions. We agree
that this is an important area and we will address all aspects of digital literacy in this chapter.
We will also reveal that the above mentioned Facebook group turned out to be an innocent
prank and that it is an example of how the media tends to highlight all areas of social media that
seem threatening to the public. Most cases we take what the newspapers write to be the truth
and we rarely bother to check their sources! If you read the Students' reflection later on in this
chapter you will learn more!
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The poster | found from Adams 12 illustrates the Road to Digital literacy in o ﬂi@r‘
an understandable way. You can divide digital literacy in 3 areas; digital Five Star Sch‘aa’ls

citizenship, technological literacy and information literacy.

Digital Citizenship:
e Use technology and internet responsibly and safely.

The g,
2/
@ Bigigg) [ parec

Information Literacy:
e Locate information from a variety of sources,
including print and digital.
e Evaluate information for accuracy and credibility.
e Use information to understand, explain, persuade R
and create. ke

Use online tools and\
applications to collaborate,

share, create, inform,
~ and enrich.

Technological literacy

e Use online tools and applications to collaborate,
share, create, inform and enrich.

* Locate information from a variety of
soutces, including print and digital.

+ Evaluate information for accuracy and
credibility.

* Use information to understand,

explain, persuade, and create.

In this chapter, we will be looking at digital citizenship and
information literacy. Technological literacy is discussed in
chapters 3, 4 and 8.

After reading Howard Rheingold's book Net Smart, | realized that digital citizenship and
information literacy are areas that need to be discussed in school. It is a lot about planning how
you spend your time online and being aware of the danger of distractions. It touches areas like
how to search the web skillfully and how to find trustworthy web sites. And at the same time it
examines the potentially detrimental effects of the Internet on human cognition and
relationships; found in books like Alone Together by Sherry Turkle (watch her here at Ed ted)
and The Shallows by Nicholas Carr. (Rheingold, 2012)

With permission from Steve Wheeler, Associate Professor, School of Education, Plymouth
University | have quoted here what he calls the 4 important C's in learning:

1. Firstly, learners need to be able to connect. In today's fast paced and change ridden
world, learners need now, like never before, to be able to connect through technology
to peers, experts, content and services. One of the most valuable assets a 21st Century
learner has is their personal learning network (PLN). We are all 21st Century learners,
even if we are not enrolled in an accredited study program. A lot of what is learned
(some claim up to 70 per cent) is informal, and with a powerful enough network of
connections to a PLN, there is no limit to what a learner can achieve.

2. Secondly, learners need to be able to contextualize their learning. Bill Gates once
famously stated that content was king. This is no longer the case. Now context is king,
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because situated learning is powerful, and access to content is just the start of learning.
Learning can be contextualized in so many different ways, and this is why personal
learning tools are so important. The capability to personalize learning environments,
exercise agency over the tools and systems you wish to use, and the ability to apply
learning to your own individual situation, are extremely important components of
successful learning today.

3. Thirdly, learners need to be able to work with complexity and be able to interpret, filter
out extraneous content, and make meaning. They need to be prepared for uncertain
futures, none of which can be accurately predicted. In short, they need to be able to see
the wood from the trees. There are many tools available today that learners can use to
harness the power of web based content, including aggregation, curation and tagging
tools, all of which can simplify complexity and allow learners to gain a purchase on
chaos.

4. Finally, learners today need to be able to make meaning from the mass of content they
are bombarded with each and every day. Many learners make meaning through
discussion, but increasingly we are witnessing a shift toward user generated content,
where learners are creating their own videos, blogs, podcasts, slidesets and other digital
artefacts to make meaning. Quotes taken from : Learning with E's, skills for learning 2.0

Digital Citizenship:

e Use technology and internet responsibly and safely.

What is written online stays online?

Everything we write online will stays online even if you delete it. Everything we do online will be
saved somewhere in cyberspace. Most people don’t know this even if they use the internet
every day. We make footprints online every day and you are not able to control who can see
what you do, what you write, what you post. When you send an email you probably think that it
goes directly from your computer to the one you are sending it to. This is not how it works. Your
email will stop at about twenty different places and leave marks before it reaches the person
you are sending it to. This is decided by law almost everywhere around the globe for tracing
purposes. The traces your email makes on its way will be saved for about three years.

When you write something online is it important to consider if you are willing to be associated
with this later. If you are going to write about others online, you need to be really careful. A
small error or mistake can cause a lot of trouble. You can never be one hundred present sure
that the things you write to one person will stay between the two of you. If the person you
wrote about finds out about this, you will have a hard time denying it because
everything is written down. You also need to think twice if you are about to
write a rude comment on a blog or before you write something that others
can interpret the wrong way. It is easy to misinterpret something when it
is written. Perhaps you are angry for no reason. If you are angry or upset,
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think twice about posting online. Better to talk on the phone or even better F2F!

You must also be careful talking with others that you do not know online. This is getting more
and more common and you cannot be sure if the person really is who they claim to be. Itis a
good reason to guard your passwords as well. If you are not careful, someone can pretend to be
you on Skype or Facebook!

Just remember what goes online, stays online. It will never disappear!

How Internet is changing the way we read and write.

Dozen studies by psychologists and neurobyologists, educators and web designers point to the
same conclusion, when we go online we enter an environment that promotes cursory reading,
hurried and distracted thinking and superficial learning. It is possible to think deeply when
surfing the net, just as it is possible to think shallowly while reading a book, but that's not the
kind of thinking technology encourages and rewards. (Carr, 2010). Some believe that the net is
making us stupid as Carr argues in his book “The Shallows”. If you ask yourself the questions, is
the internet making you stupid, | think it is reasonable to assume that your answer is no. | know
| read a lot more, both books and articles on websites using links | find when on Twitter and on
Facebook. “It is worth noting that it always seems to be those other folks who are being made
stupid by the Net. Most of us feel, as we're Googling around, that the Net is making us smarter -
better informed (with more answers at our literal fingertips), better able to explore a topic,
better able to find the points of view that explain and contextualize that which we don’t yet
understand”. (Weinberger, 2011, s. 1502). Seems we can look up almost anything we want to
know at any time we need that information. With our iPhone, Androids, computers, iPads and
tablets we are connected 24 7.

How to be Net Smart, where to search and how to plan your time online

“Infotention is a word | came up with to describe the psycho-social-techno skill/tools we all
need to find our way online today, a mind-machine combination of brain-powered attention
skills with computer-powered information filters”. - Howard Rheingold

Author and educator Howard Rheingold discusses the importance of teaching students how to
search the Web skillfully and how to find trustworthy Web sites. (See this YouTube video with
advice to students and read “Crap Detection 101“). Rheingold’s online course Social Media
Classroom points to many directions and provides a long reading list that includes books by
intelligent authors who examine the potentially detrimental effects of the Internet on human
cognition and relationships; books like Alone Together by Sherry Turkle and The Shallows by
Nicholas Carr.
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If highly educated professionals are having problems staying focused on long pieces of writing,
what about students? More and more schools are going 1:1, equipping students with personal
computing devices without equipping their teachers with research-based pedagogy to support
its use.

It’s like Clayton M. Christensen says in his book Disrupting Class: We can’t go on teaching,
assuming all students should be taught the same things on the same day in the same way.
When teachers are lecturing, using a PowerPoint for more than 15 minutes, students’ attention
most certainly will be on content they find online! | think it is rather unfair to assume that all
teachers automatically know how to deal with these distractions and how to guide their
students. | know many teachers struggle with this at my school.

Solutions emphasize strict time limits, interesting tasks and real-life problems. (Read this useful
article from “the Harvard Education Letter”: “Teaching students to ask their own questions.”) All
schools should have core values like inquiry, research, collaboration, presentation and
reflection, (Science Leadership Academy, Philadelphia). It is essential that we help our students
develop the focus they need to think deeply about things. To acquire Rheingold’s “infotention”
most schools will need some ground rules, made in collaboration with students after lots of
conversations around these important topics.

Drafting Guidelines

Here are some possible guidelines or ground rules that come to my mind for using computers
and staying focused in school.

A. Make your own rules of student Netiquette.
Netiquette (short for “network etiquette” or “Internet etiquette”) is a set of social conventions

that facilitate interaction over networks, whether through social media, chat, email or other
means.

1. Computer lids down when teacher
is giving instructions for class.

2. Stay on task, no gaming,
Facebook, Twitter, Skype or
surfing, when not related to
schoolwork.

3. Computer lids down when
teachers or students are
presenting, unless you are taking
notes or searching online for more
information.

B. Teach and discuss how to focus in the age of distraction.
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Close all other applications and devices when reading texts.

Make a mental list of what to do and how much time you have available.
Turn off the internet when you don’t need it.

Leave your phone at home sometimes!

PwnNpE

C: Teach and discuss how to find reliable information online.

1. Teach searching skills and introduce safe search engines.

2. Teach and discuss knowing how to ask the right questions and finding the accurate
answers.

3. Help students build personal learning networks with people they know they can trust.
One way is to introduce blogging and the use of Twitter.

A version of this post appeared on Voices from the Learning Revolution.

Safer internet day

Safer internet day is organized by Insafe each February to promote safer and more responsible
use of online devices, especially amongst children and young adults. Each year a specific theme
is emphasized. This year the theme was online rights and responsibilities and to connect with
respect.

The organization was first established in 2004 and now it is an international project that is
celebrated in ninety countries all over the world.

Sandvika High School is a technological school focusing on using computers and the internet
during class to learn and find information. We also use computers to connect with people from
other countries. One way to do this is that everyone in class has created a blog. We use it to ask
guestions about a theme or a subject, and then we get answers from all over the world. This
gives us an opportunity to learn about other values, cultures and respect. It gives us a broader
perspective and teaches us how to connect with others and how to ask valuable questions.

$@ SAFER INTERNET DAY

This year our teacher invited us to join the safer internet day in Oslo. It was a conference for
everyone who would like to learn more about this and take part in the discussions. | think that
there were some great points in the debate. It was clear that everyone agreed that something
has to be done, but no one was willing to take the responsibility for teaching digital literacy.
Everything that was discussed at safer internet day was important. We have to teach young
people about digital judgment at an early stage. However, there are also a lot of young people
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who know more about using the internet than their parents. Even so, parents have a lifetime of
personal experience and can easier judge material online. A point that was well received was to
use students from high school as a supplement in the teaching of younger students. Today
teenagers use technology all the time. They know a lot about it and have a lot of experience
they gladly would share, positive and negative. To learn from our mistakes is a way of learning.
We have done that from the day we were born. In most cases there are few risks. But doing
something stupid online could be very risky.

A lot of what they discussed at the conference are issues we address in this book.

A kind of conclusion could be that everyone knows something has to be done, but no one takes
the responsibility to do it. That said, we are taking responsibility and we are doing something by
writing this book as a help for teachers and students! We would like to conclude with saying
together we are smarter! When writing this book we found that nobody knows everything. But
working together we are able to find out a lot and that is what school is all about!

Facebook - who owns your information?

Did you know that by 2009, Facebook had hit the 300 million user mark and was growing by 10
million users per month?

Do you know what Facebook does with your personal information and do you know if you have
any control here? You might have noticed that Facebook is a way to log on to many different
web-sites and programs. You can listen to music on Spotify and share with your Facebook
friends. More and more of your personal information is being saved by Facebook. They know
who you like, what you like, music you listen to, places you have visited and a lot more.

When you signed up for Facebook, you agreed to Facebook's Terms of Service (ToS). Odds are
you did not bother reading the ToS before you signed up, because Facebook was new and
exciting and whoever reads that stuff anyway? No one does, especially not teenagers.

Facebook owns the photos, status updates and videos you upload. That means that Facebook
has 100 % ownership and is allowed to use them, or sell for that matter, your photos until you
delete them or delete your account. However Facebook does not actually delete images
uploaded to the social network, but instead merely removes the links and the visible access to
the content, the social network said that a fix is in sight.

SO, be aware of what you upload on Facebook!

The press will always write about how we use social media and sometimes it is difficult to know
how serious it might be or if the press is giving us the whole picture. Lately the Norwegian press
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has been talking about Facebook groups that make fun of the teachers. We decided to
investigate and see if this is true.

There are many different ways to express yourself on the internet, and some are more positive
than others are. We have while doing research for this book found different sites in Norway
where students share their most ridiculous detention slips from teachers on Facebook. Some of
the sites are also called “Norway's funniest detention slips” where people post their remarks,
but mostly remain anonymous. We have also discovered positive sites and initiatives where
students in America made a twitter account where they write nice things to each other. Many
people would say that this last thing we mentioned is very positive, but does that mean that the
first thing we mentioned is negative?

We looked through some of the pages on Facebook with most hits, and we saw lots of pictures
with different examples of what teachers have written. On the first page we looked at, there
were only the slips you could see. All the names of the students and the teachers' names were
hidden. You could not even see who had published the picture. We thought it was good that
people didn't make their teachers look bad, but just published their funny remarks. At the same
time we thought that perhaps it’s a bit cowardly that the people who publish the pictures don’t
show their names.

Then we looked at another site called “Norway's most ridiculous detention slips from
teachers”. The site was mostly the same as the first page, but you could see who posted it. They
had also removed the teachers and the students’ names, so the page was also just showing the
remarks. The remarks were mostly just about strange things students had done, and sometimes
it was about teachers who had made strange comments which didn’t seem necessary. We think
that showing your name with the pictures you publish is a less cowardly act.

We also found the twitter account where
students at a school in America are writing e >
positive things to each other. They use the

Followers

account to complement their peers at
H [ Lists @westhighbros
school. We think this is a very good Tying o o 0 o s, et o
Tweet to westhighbros westhighbros@gmail.com.- plus google. com/u/0/b/11478919-

initiative and the compliments seems
personal and true. They have also made a

) G
YouTube video where we meet the founder % %‘
of the Twitter account. —
She's hilarious and a great example of how to be yourself. Also one
H m of the sharpest crayons in the container. “
® View conversation
After looking at the Facebook groups and

the Twitter account, we think that the Twitter account is a positive way to use social media. The
Facebook groups aren’t as negative as the press has let us believe because they don’t make
their teachers and peers look bad.

3.450 1,011 5,189 2+ || W Follow
Tweets

All in all this is not a dangerous or a bad way to use the net.

[ Table of Contents ] [ How to use ]



http://youtu.be/2InkWRc1zww
http://youtu.be/2InkWRc1zww

Chapter 6 - Digital literacy

Have you ever thought about who you share your private information with on Facebook or who
can see your private pictures? Many people don’t know how to change their privacy settings,
and therefore many profiles are much more open
than people first thought. If you want to learn more
about how to change your privacy settings, you
should continue reading!

Privacy Shortcuts Q

|-—-;L Who can see my stuff?

First, you have to click on the little lock in the upper —

right corner at your Facebook homepage. There you \'='iJ Viehio e otk e

can find shortcuts to the privacy settings. This is the

easiest and least detailed way to change your privacy :'; do I stop someone from bothering
settings. '

ol

See More Settings
If you click on “Who can see my stuff” a smaller folder will open. Here you can choose who you
want to see your future posts. You can choose between friends of your friends, just your
friends, all people, or even just yourself. In the second little folder, you can check out your
activity log, and see everything you have liked, commented and posted, and just in generally
everything you have posted, liked or looked at in Facebook. In the last small folder you can
control what other people see on your timeline, or said in an easier way; see what other people
can see of your activities.

If you go back to just the “Privacy Shortcuts” and then click on the “Who can contact me” folder,
you can decide who you think should be able to contact you by message. You can also choose
whether everyone can send you a friend request or just friends of your friends.

In the last folder “How do | stop someone from bothering me” at “Privacy Shortcuts”, you can
block people from sending you friend requests, sending you messages, and seeing your activity
on your timeline. Just write in the name or e-mail of the person you want to block. On “Privacy
Shortcuts” you can also control whether you want everyone to be able to look you up, nobody,
or just friends of your friends.

Beside the privacy settings, you can also use something called “account settings” which is more
about what you want your profile to include.

In the same upper right corner as privacy settings you find
a little wheel symbol. Here you can change your password, :

your name, your e-mail, language and your username.

Advertise

As you can see, there are many ways to control your ll- kA ALl

private information and photos. This is very important, Panracy Spbimms

because if you are not aware of the settings there is a Log out

chance you’re sharing more information than you want to.

It’s also especially important for young people to keep information and photos private. If
everyone has access to them it can be used against them later in life, or other people can abuse
it.
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We also have some advices on how to be NetSmart on Facebook generally. We recommend
everyone to check their privacy settings before they start posting stuff and sharing pictures. We
also recommend you do not share very personal or very private things, because suddenly more
people than you expected can see it. In addition, it may not be that interesting for everyone to
know that much personal stuff about you, so if you would like to share personal things, maybe
you should do it on the chat.

You can also connect with people using the chat function in Facebook; there no one else can see
what you are talking about. However, we recommend not writing stuff in the chat that you
would not say face to face to the person you are talking with. Beside this, we also recommend
that you do not share pictures you don’t want to stay on the internet, because it is hard to
remove it.

Staying Private on the New Facebook

And now, with Facebook’s newfangled search tool, it can allow strangers, along with “friends”
on Facebook, to discover who you are, what you like and where you go.

Facebook insists it is up to you to decide how much you want others to see. And that is true, to
some extent. But you cannot entirely opt out of Facebook searches. Facebook, however, does
let you fine-tune who can see your “likes” and pictures, and, to a lesser extent, how much of
yourself to expose to marketers.

How would you like to be found?

What do you want the world to know about you?
Do you mind being tracked by advertisers?
Whom do you want to befriend?

PwwnNE

More ways to protect yourself: New York Times.

Snapchat

There has been a lot of talk recently about Snapchat. Snapchat is a smartphone app that allows
people to share photos and videos that self-destruct after being viewed once for up to ten
seconds.

Many teens use the application to send silly faces, happy faces and ugly faces to each other, but
some also use it to send pictures that are more sensitive. Snapchat gives you a false sense of
security, the pictures that are “deleted” are extremely easy to find. The only thing you have to
do is to download an app, and there you go, you have access to all the deleted pictures from
Snapchat. The reason for this is that all the data on your phone is actually saved in an subfolder
you can’t see, that’s why it’s possible to restore all the folders with a little bit of help from other
programs.
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Another thing that can be done when you receive one of these pictures is to take a screenshot,
and voila, you have it on your phone!
Information Literacy:

e Locate information from a variety of sources, including print and digital.
e Evaluate information for accuracy and credibility.
e Use information to understand, explain, persuade and create.

Where to search and how to plan your time online

In a world of information overload, it is vital for students to be able to find information on the
Web, as well as to determine its validity and appropriateness. The information you find may
vary in reliability and quality: it can be very useful and reliable, very bad or directly misleading.
Keep in mind that everyone can publish information on the Internet. This means it is your job to
evaluate the quality and reliability of what you find, and whether it fits your needs. A good way
to start is to see if you can identify the following:

e author’'s name

e author’s title or position

e author’s organizational affiliation
e date of page creation or version
e author’s contact information

The answer to almost any question is available if you know how to search. When searching think
about what words might be on the page you seek; think about possible answers when posing
the questions. Don’t stop with one search if you are learning about a topic. Regard search as a
process of investigation. Look at the third, fourth and fifth pages of search results. Formulate
new searches based on the terms you find in relevant snippets from previous searches.
Understand that it is up to you to determine whether the result of your search is accurate,
inaccurate or intentionally misleading. Start out skeptical, look for an author. And search the
author’s name. When you see breaking news via social media, triangulate: try to find three
sources to verify before passing along a rumor. Be aware of filter bubbles and echo chambers.
Question opinions you agree with and pay attention to sources you disagree with.

Source: Net Smart by Howard Rheingold.

Useful places to start!

® NoodleQuest Search Strategies Wizard:

e Use “guotation marks” to ensure your keywords appear in your search results in the
order you have specified
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® How do you find the owner or publisher of a website? Go to www.easywhois.com and
enter the URL of the site you would like to research.

® How do you find out who is linked to your school’s website? Go to Google:
www.google.com and do a link: command search. In the search box type link:your
school’s address.

® What clues in a Web address might indicate you are on a personal website? Look for a
tilde “~” or the “%” sign or a personal name “jdoe” or the word “user” after the domain
name and the first forward slash “/“.

Also a wordpress.com site often indicates a blog, which most of the time is a personal website.

e How would you conduct a search for the following: a list of websites of all the academic
institutions in South Africa? Go to Google: www.google.com and type site:ac.za in the
search box

® How do you find the history of any given website? Use the Wayback Machine. Go to
www.archive.org and type the URL of the website you would like to research into the
search box.

e How would you conduct a search for the following: US higher education websites that
contain the word Inuit. Go to Google: www.google.com and type “site:edu + Inuits” in
the search box.

Source: November Leaning,

Wikipedia friend or foe?

Could the Days of Wikipedia Being a Banned Research Source Be [WikreroiA]
Over? ;

It is well known fact that for many years most teachers have been telling
students that they cannot, under any circumstances, use Wikipedia as a source
for an assignment. It seems that more teachers are willing to let the students
use Wikipedia these days. | always ask my students to use 3 different sources
and Wikipedia can be one of those. To be cautious when using Wikipedia is
generally good advice. Despite the site’s best efforts, inaccuracies always crop
up. Most students go ahead and use the online encyclopedia anyway, even if
they don’t cite it. Now a group of professors and students at Imperial College
London hope to start legitimizing Wikipedia as a research source by joining
forces to improve the content on the pages.

The effort makes sense given the massive size of the site. With over 18 million
articles and 365 million visitors each month, Wikipedia is the connected
world’s go-to reference source. The president of the campus group
Wikipedians at Imperial College, medical student Vinesh Patel, told BBC News
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that “Wikipedia is here to stay—it’s a question of whether we come up to speed with it or try to
ignore it.”

Patel hopes to coordinate students and staff at Imperial and other schools to “make the most of
Wikipedia, rather than pretend it’s not there.” To that end, he’s coordinating an April
conference focused on bringing academia together to improve the quality and consistency of
information the site the offers. Source: Good Education.

Last year, Harvard professor and Association for Psychological Science president Mahzarin R.
Banaji launched a similar effort to clean up the inaccuracies in Wikipedia’s psychology entries,
while British students and faculty teamed up to do the same in several content areas. If
independent efforts like these are consolidated under the Wikipedia Education Program
umbrella, the site could be on its way to true academic legitimacy. And because students—and
the rest of us—are never going to stop using Wikipedia, we might as well focus on making the
world’s most popular reference service a credible one.

Source: Good Education

http://open-site.org/wikipedia/

Cookies & adware

Have you noticed that pop-up commercials and ads at websites seem scary familiar to you
personally all the time? Maybe you think it’s only a coincidence that this product or service in
the add is related to your interests, hobbies or needs? The scary truth is that it's not only a
coincidence. How is this possible? When you
visit a website, like Facebook, Twitter or
Amazon, there is small software program ' i al

called “Tracking Cookies” that monitors what Remove ALL the Spywa;?; NOT just the easy ones!
you are mostly searching for and what you

generally are doing online. Even if you are o ; mmwmmthWmmmmmim:
protected with anti-virus programs this can '
be inevitable. Most of them pass right by your anti-virus system and firewall, and are installed
inside your computer. It is actually the website itself that pays people to make Tracking Cookies
for them. When they have found out what you
like and mostly search for, they start to make 3 I B
ads and small commercials that they put in front Y v Sl

of your screen while visiting their website. Then @ R
you might get interested and click on it without :

@ suPERAntispyware Free Edition = | )

2 @ Adware.Tracking Cookie 44 homs Found _ Memory ltems
knowing anything of what's actually going on. | | =
But sometimes the Tracking Cookies fail and R GEE
you'll get a notification from your anti-virus f :ﬂdm
program that it has detected a Tracking Cookie . R

g e
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adware and it has isolated it and removed it from your computer.

But don't worry. Tracking Cookies aren’t a threat to your computer at all, they can't do any
harm to your computer and they are not under the category virus. Tracking Cookies are
surprisingly not illegal in most countries in the world. Maybe they just help you find what you
are looking for. However, if you don't like to be spied on and want to get rid of all the tracking
Cookies on your computer, there is an anti-spyware program called "Superanti-Spyware". There
is a free edition of the program that is great and works very well.

Knowledge - what is it?

| recently read the book "Too Big To Know; Rethinking knowledge now that facts aren't the
facts, experts are everywhere, and the smartest person in the room is the room" by David
Weinberger.

There seems to be a lot of misconception about what knowledge is and a feeling that reading
material online is not as academic as reading in a book. | see the same in my class when we
discuss if we are going to use a textbook or not. The students will argue that the textbook is the
source of truth and if you know the book by heart, you will get a good grade in your class and on
your exam.

“Knowledge today is not an isolated text in a book. Knowledge becomes networked, the
smartest person in the room isn't the person standing at the front lecturing us and it isn't the
collective wisdom of those in the room. The smartest person in the room is the room itself, the
network that joins the people and ideas in the room and connect to those outside of it”.
(Weinberger, 2011, s. 136). “Even if the smartest person in the room is the room itself, the room
does not magically make all who enter it smart. We need to understand what of the old is worth
holding on to and what limitations of the new technology are going to trap and tempt us”.
(Weinberger, 2011)

Using the web for material and connecting with people online seems to me like a very smart
way for young people to learn. When | teach English | use the curriculum goals as guidance, and
we do not use a textbook at all. To supplement information we find online, we use our network
to test out ideas and to find answers.

“Our task is to learn how to build smart rooms, that is, how to build networks that make us
smarter, especially since, when done badly, networks can make us distressingly stupider”.
(Weinberger, 2011)

How do we make sense of the information we find on the internet. Searching online gives us
millions of possible hits. Internet scholar Clay Shirky says, it's not information overload, it is filter
failure. Old knowledge institutions like newspapers, encyclopedias, and textbooks got much of
their authority from the fact that they filtered information for the rest of us. If your social
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networks are our new filters, then authority is shifting from experts in faraway offices to the
network of people we know.

“In a networked world, knowledge lives not in books or in our heads, but in the network itself.
The internet enables groups to develop ideas further than any individual could”. (Weinberger,
2011)

“Sometimes when thinking about networks working together to come up with brilliant ideas
and perform exceptional work you need to put together a team of experts. However, a
homogeneous collection may just as well contain only a single person. It is better to have a
diverse group than a group that consist of only the very best minds. Diversity trumps the best
and the brightest”. (Weinberger, 2011, s. Loc 1323)

When working on this project the team was already decided. 27 students age 16. No interest or
test score decided who was in this class. As with all the other classes at our school, the only
consideration in grouping the students is gender equality and diverse home addresses. | think
that was actually a strength in this project because it gave us a diverse group with different
views on the topics and different ways to approach our goals. “Diversity of experience might
help to open one's mind to unexpected ideas and to increase ones sympathy for a wider range
of people. But diversity works best when there are shared goals” (Weinberger, 2011, s. . Loc
1371.) Working on the book, making it a product others would like to read has been a shared
goal for us. It has motivated and brought home a lot of interesting ideas and new ways to look
at learning and technology.

We all agree that there is just too much information online for us to digest. The number of
articles, videos, pictures posted every second is just too hard to comprehend. It will be those
who know how to search and how to use the information online that will profit from this
abundance of knowledge out there. David Weinberger sums up the experience on the net like
this:

1. Abundance, there is more available to us than we ever imagined back in the days of
television and physical libraries

2. Links, ideas can be hyperlinked, and you can go from on to another with a mere click.

3. Permission free. The default is that people can read, post and build what they want on
the net

4. Public, what you can see, generally others can see. The net is a vast public space within
which the exclusion of visitors or content is the exception

5. Unresolved, the longer you spend on the net the more evidence you have that we are
never all going to agree on anything.
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The filter bubble, what happens online?

Did you know that Google filters the information about you and based on what they know
decide what your search results will be? You might think that is a good idea, because that
means you will not have to bother about information you are not interested in. If you Google for
Egypt and love to travel, you will get travel destinations as a top result. Perhaps you were
looking for info about the current stated of Egypt wondering if there still is a conflict there.
Google shows you what they think you want to see. The concept might seem appealing, but
how does that influence our learning?

Learning is by definition an encounter with what you don't know, what you haven’t thought of,
what you couldn’t conceive, and what you never understood or entertained as possible. The
personalized environment is very good at answering the questions we have but not at
suggesting questions or problems that are out of sight altogether. (Pariser, 2011).

In his book Eli Pariser argues that the filter bubble surrounds us with ideas with which we're
already familiar, and already agree, making us overconfident in our mental frameworks.

Online tracking i _'_I_fo\CKING 3

w3 Youre Being Wolched

WHAT IS ONLINE TRACKING?

~

> @
Most students are hardcore users of Facebook and Google, and a

great reason for why we are using these services so frequently is

often because of their good reputation when it comes to safety and
trustworthiness, but what very few people know is the real truth ! ‘
about how these services actually work. \,l l

- L

DO THEY KNOW WHO YOU ARE?

Everybody is being watched on the internet, either they want it or o 75/
not, and we just have to accept that companies and networks are TOTNEOLET m—— e
tracking us nowadays. However, what most us aren’t aware of is i
who is watching us, and the unpleasant truth and maybe
surprisingly too is most likely the networks and services you almost
always use — Facebook and Google. These are of course not the
only services who are tracking us; there are several advertising Jusmeven 9
networks and tracking companies following our every more :
together with Facebook and Google. Luckily, there are several
possibilities available to prevent us from always being tracked, but WHY YOU SHOULD BE CONCERNED

first of, how are we being affected by those who are tracking us? NO LIMITS ) "
INFORMATION

Firstly, you are being tracked from the moment you go online on i@
the wild web and start browsing through websites or purchasing

something, and while you’re doing so, the networks and companies
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are collecting information about you and your interests by using the ‘cookie method’. Based on
all the information they collect they will decide what kind of ads you’ll see on most of the
websites, which means that if you’ve been searching and browsing through something like
sports and working out in the recent past, it might seem like a coincidence that you’ll also see a
lot of ads about sports, along with frequent requests to read new texts about the topic. It is also
most likely that the companies and networks have a profile of you were they’ve collected all the
information you’ve been ‘giving’ from the time you’ve been online, and it is also most likely that
they do have personal information about your

health problems, religious beliefs, personal @ oy beleudiblog s Seasse=
finances etc. setaTo

wwwwwwwwwww

As said, there are fortunately several things that ..

can be done to prevent you from being tracked. D) F} @ (%) Q I"I
Donottrack.us is a website that prevents you L i s e e e
from being tracked and shows methods you can CEFECHEiEONE

use on Safari, Internet Explorer and Firefox (not
Google Chrome). Some other solutions are to
download the ‘Adblocker’ for free or ‘Adblock Plus’ for a little cost, and you should change your
cookie settings so they expire when you exit your browser. You can also turn of the referers by
installing the ‘Referer control’ and install the ‘HTTPS everywhere’ (both programs can be
installed on Chrome or Firefox). These are great programs which work very well to prevent you
from being tracked and makes your surfing safe while they’re also free (except’ Adblock Plus’)
and easy to use.

How to get rid of cookies and ads on your computer

If you want to delete Tracking cookies on your computer and web browser and prevent them
from spying on you, here is an easy; How to instruction you can use.

| will be showing two simple ways to get control over them.

How to delete cookies and ads in Google Chrome web browser:

Step 1: Go to the web browser Google . ... .. R
Chrome, you should always use this e e '

web browser, Google Chrome is safe,
the fastest web browser among all the
others out there, and it's very
innovative.

Step 2: When you are in the web
browser, simply hold down:
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Ctrl+Shift+delete.
Then this should pop up:

Step 3: Then mark the box which says: “Delete cookies and other site data” There are also a
bunch of other features you might want to check out, like download history and passwords you
have set Chrome to remember for you. Then, choose in the box below from what time in the
past, to the current day you want to delete them from. Or you
could just delete everything which would probably be the best.
Then click “Clear browsing data”.

Step 4: To prevent cookies and ads coming to your PC, go to the
bar up in the right corner with three horizontal stripes, click on it
and then click "Settings"

Step 5: When you have clicked on settings, scroll all the way
down to the bottom and click "Show advanced settings" like
showed below

Step 6: Then scroll down to "Privacy" and click "content settings".

Step 7: When you have clicked "Content settings" mark off the box showed in the red circle
below. "Block third-party cookies and site data".

Step 8: Then click "Done" and simply reboot your computer one time to activate these presets.
Your Google Chrome should now be free for Cookies and ads and

prevent most of them coming back SUBERANtISpyware

®

-
0 -

SuperAntiSpyware:

Step 1: Go to this web page:
http://www.superantispyware.com/download.html and download the
“SuperAntiSpyware Free Edition” and install it on your

computer. = el

Step 2: Launch the application, it should be a shortcut to the
program on your desktop.

Step 3: When you are in the program, click the “Next”
Button until you come to a screen which looks like this:

Step 4: Go ahead and click the “Scan your computer” button,
which is showed in this picture above, and then select which
storage drive on your computer you want to scan. (Shoved in
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picture) You want to scan the drive where the OS (Operating system) is installed. This is in most
cases the C: drive. When you have checked the box for the C: drive. (Remember: Only tick off
the C: drive) click the “Next” button.

Step 5: Just wait, it will automatically find spywares and cookies and delete them in an instant
when it finds what it will call “A threat”. Good luck!

How to Search

When searching for information, many pages will automatically redirect you to pages made for
your country especially. This is easy to see, because if you try to enter google.com (or .us) from
another country than USA, you will be sent to your country's URL code. | was redirected to
google.no, since | am in Norway.

This is important to keep in mind when you are searching for information, because it may affect
the results you get. If you are looking for information about conflicts in a foreign country, it
might be better to find articles from that country. Besides, writers and journalists writing in your
language may have biased views on certain issues. This can make it hard to find good, objective
information.

If we use Google as an example, you are not allowed to enter Google.com or .us from any other
locations than from the USA. However, you can choose to type Google.de for German searches,
or google.es for Spanish searches. Depending on what country code you use the search engine
will favourite results it thinks might interest you. Changing the country code in the URL is a very
easy solution to that problem, but you will still not be able to enter many pages. It seems like
American pages are not possible to visit from other locations, even if you try to change the
country code. In many cases, you will be able to enter sites in most countries except the USA! At
least you can widen your search a little bit with this tip. When you search for information, your
browser will direct your search according to your location. So if you are in Norway all your
searches for international places will automatically get a /no_NO after your search

Here are some country codes we think can be useful when searching online, including some
codes that will direct you to certain sort of pages. This is the link we have used if you need the
codes to other countries: http://www.ibiblio.org/ais/url.htm

Au = Australia Mx = Mexico

Es = Spain Uk = United Kingdom
Ca = Canada Za = South Africa

Cn = China Ir =1Iran

De = Germany

Edu = Educational Institution

Com = commercial

Eu = European Union

Firm = business site
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Info = information Mil = military

Net = network Org = organization

There are many ways to search online and my guess based on experience in class is that most
students use Google and settle for the top result being Wikipedia. Often they are not bothered
to check their sources. Not long ago most teachers would ban sources from Wikipedia
altogether, but today Wikipedia seems to be accepted by most, but not as the only source. Alan
November and Howard Rheingold both recommend triangulation, using three different sources.
Here are some examples of places to search for information.

e Twitter search

e Google advanced search

e WolframAlpha

e Diigo
According to Alan November the most astonishing gaps in students' education is their inability
to validate information on the internet. (November, 2012) | agree with him and believe there is
a great misconception on who takes responsibility for making sure student know this. Many
times it is assumed that they have been working on this in earlier school years, at least that
seems to be the case in Norway.

When publishing on blogs it is important that students check their sources, can validate the
information posted, and know where to find information. This is a 21° century skill they will
need for the rest of their lives. It is the schools responsibility to make sure they are equipped for
the job!

The internet is absolutely wonderful and a really great way to find and search for information
and a brilliant way to communicate. There is only one problem, and this problem is a major
problem. The internet can be a dangerous source, especially for young and inexperienced
people. Keep on reading and | will tell you why and give you some advice on how to use the
internet responsibly and to avoid the dangers.

Everything is available on the internet. Facts, opinions, stories and statistics. If you are writing
an article about for example horses, how do you know that the source you use is credible? As |
said, almost everything is available on the internet and people can lie about identity,
information and write everything they want. People write about rumors and stuff they think is
true, but this might be a lie. They can mislead information. The source might not be updated
and too old. Young people are often inexperienced. They may not know which sources are safe
and which websites that are trustworthy.

If you are writing this article on horses, you have to be critical. Gather information from at least
two preferably three sources, since we recommend to triangulate, compare them and then
evaluate and form an opinion, is it true and is this the whole picture? Check the author’s name,
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status and check if he or she is a trustworthy source. Is he an expert on horses? Has he studied
them? What is the author’s point of view? Is he being biased or is he neutral on the subject?
Never use a website where you don’t know who the author is, unless it is information from a
government or a respected university. Don’t ever play games or watch movies on the internet if
the sites are unstable, you might get a virus that can steal information from your computer and
ruin it. Make sure that the sites you visit on your computer are reliable and respected. Not filled
with junk and advertising. One very, very important issue to remember is that you have to be
super, super careful to put information, pictures and movies about yourself on the internet. This
will probably stay there forever so you have to be sure not to regret what you publish on the
internet. Don’t give away too much information about yourself to strangers, they may not be
who you think they are. This is very important.

Incredibly many young people are using the internet to find sources for homework, watch
movies, play games and many other things, and many of them are not aware of the dangers that
exist on the internet. They use information that is not trustworthy and sometimes the opposite
of the truth. They do not check the sources and they do not check information about the
authors. | really think it is important that young people are taught how to do this and that they
are informed about this. Our wish is that schools and teachers act responsibly and make sure all
students are digital literate. That they learn how to gather credible information and find
trustworthy sites to watch movies, find information, and play games. That is | very important
and for the most part neglected! | suggest teachers and students read this chapter and discuss
these issues in class!

Most students use Google to search for information. We Google everything, and most people
do not bother checking whether the information is correct or not. You can find anything on
Google, everything from useful encyclopedias and dictionaries, to blogs and sites with nothing
but lies. It is the last one that is the problem. Many students do not know that there are other
search engines that can give you much better information than Google. Google gives you
anything that exists online and it can be difficult to sort the false information from the real.
What you really need is an engine that is able to sort the good information from the bad!

We have tested a couple of search engines. We searched for the phrase “world war two”, and
compared the information we got. We also graded the pages from A+-F were A+ is top score.
The first one is the one we liked the most.

Carrot2.org Grade: A+

Carrot2 is very simple and easy to - i
understand, with no distractions. When @? — ' —
you search a folder on the left side will = e

appear. Here you can limit you search E———

were you can go deeper into different

ﬁg @ Web | W v 0 q [ [
e
world war 2 options
Folders 0 resul out 01 an

History of World (21)
e
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subjects within your search. We searched for “world war two”, and we got, among others, the
folders “pictures”, “Germany” and “world war two 1939 — 1945”. We really enjoyed this search
engine!

This is what the page will look like when you search for something. The folders on the left
organize your results.
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Quintura Grade: A .

. .
- T
. o\ @
Available on the
D App Store

Quintura is nice and easy. It has an own search

- . . o\uint‘u'r”ii
engine for kids, a feature we really like. It also car poltics .
iphone web technology business &ducation
makes little clouds of words that are similar to L, EChOIOGY sport game health
cell phones — web 2.0 celebrity video review
travel holiday ~ music movie

what you search for, so that it is easier for you
to find information on related topics. The
information is also very good. Wikipedia was
not the first page that came up, which is a big
plus.

Quintu_rca mrtabeate T types of birds

This is how the normal page and the children site w e Plcture Counlry Moy 25
looks like. The page for kids is really kid friendly B i “”“““3§§fmmk::;m:;;e ;

and gives you the results that are suitable for kids

to read. The normal page gives you more options.
On both sites you get the option to either click on
a word that's over or under the search bar, or to
do a custom search.

national

holiday

2lingual Grade: B

2lingual gives you the .

SOOI 2lingual
pOSSI Ilty Or searc Ing n ‘ 2lingual Google Search
two different Ianguages' You Search pages written in: |English and |Norwegian [+] powered vy Google
have two columns where bt sl

you choose your languages,

and in that way, you can compare information in your own language to for example information
in English. Wikipedia was the first results we got, both in English and Norwegian. You simply get
the screen split in half, with Google search results on both sides in the two different languages
you chose. This is an especially good tool for students who are not fluent in English, because the
internet contains so much more information in English.

This is what the page looks like. You can choose the language you want your search results to
be in. We choose English and Norwegian.
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About.com «Grade: C»

www.about.com. When you first enter the page, it does not look very much like a search engine.
It contains a lot of distractions, that doesn’t
seem to have anything at all to do with
searching. You can also choose to search in
different categories, for example “education”,
“parenting” and “pets”. We think this is great,
because this can limit you search. The
information we got was OK, but the page itself
was a bit stressful.

This is what the page looks like when you enter
it. As you can see the search bar it placed in the
upper right corner, with many articles placed on the whole site.

For your smartphone: Kngine Grade: A+

Kngine. We have also tested a search app on our iPhones. We love the fact that you can get
apps like this for your phone, because most people always bring their phones with them. If you
have good search apps on your phone you will always be able to do good searches wherever
you are, very quickly.

The app we have tested is Kngine.

What the app looks like when you open it.

We absolutely love Kngine!

When you search for something, it will give you an instant
answer, and only one answer. You do not have to scroll
through link after link to find something that is relevant, Kngine
will give you the immediate answer that you need! You can for
example search for "how to tie a tie". The app will first give you
a short text on what a tie is, and where the origin of wearing
ties is from. Then, you will get a step by step guide on how to
tie a tie. On the bottom you get a video, that shows how to do
it.

Another feature is that you can talk to the app. You press the
microphone symbol and ask your question. | asked "where is
the Eiffel tower?". The app understood what | said, and gave
me the information | needed.

o how 1o tie a tie & | | o how to tie a tie &

Step 2 Step 7
Bution e 09 button of your shirt PUM tha wicka and of the e up and undemeath

This is what Kngine gave me when | asked it "how to tie a tie?"
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How search works

Google has a nice website called “How search works”. Follow this link to learn more about it:
How Search Works.

Searching. We do it all the time. | think Google.com is one of the most visited sites on my Mac.
Still, how does it work? How is it possible that | write a few words in a text box and within a
second, | have a long list of sites related to that search term?

Then, the first thing to understand is that when you’re searching Google, you’re not searching
the web. You are searching Google’s index of the web. In order to index the web, Google use
software programs called spiders. These programs start by fetching a few webpages and follow
the link on those webpages. From those sites, they follow the pages that they link to and they
continue doing that until they have indexed a good part of the web.

Let’s say you want to know how big the Eiffel Tower is. What happens is that you search
Google’s database, the indexed websites and they pull up the sites that match the search terms.
You may search “Eiffel Tower height”; Google will search through their index, find the pages
that contain those keywords and show them to you.

Yet, how do they know which page to show first? That has to do with importance and relevance.
Google ask questions, they ask over 200 questions to every single search terms, like how many
times is the words mentioned, if the words can be found in the URL. They also ask if this page is
trusted, if it’s a quality website, or if it’s a website know to be fishy, spamming. They also look at
a website’s PageRank. PageRank is a link analysis algorithm named after Larry Page, co-founder
and CEO of Google. The higher the PageRank of a site is, the better “reputation” it has. A
websites PageRank is based on how important a site is, how many websites that link to that
page etc. Back to the search, when they get all this information they can determine if a website
should be shown on the top or be pushed down.

So how high is the Eiffel Tower?

KES Hasken Hoe B

Eiffel Tower
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Evaluating information found on the internet

The internet is full of useful information. You can find everything from food recipes, new jobs,
news, and information on various topics. Most students use the internet to find information,
because there is so much information about almost anything you can imagine to be found on
the web. Imagine searching for information about Facebook on Google, you will get
20,270,000,000 results

Since anyone can put up anything there, you are likely to find false information. It is important
to be able to tell the difference between false and correct information. The result for Facebook
will give you many different results and how do you know what to trust and what to use? Most
people settle for the first three results. There are many questions you can ask yourself, and
many things to look for when you are considering the relevance of web sites.

1. The first thing you can do is to look at the URL. The URL is the address of the page, the
link.

Is this a personal site? Personal sites are often more likely to present one person’s
subjective opinion. The information may not be neutral, and may just be presenting
the page owner’s opinions, rather than good information.
To decide this, you can look for personal names in the URL, or words like “users”,
“members” or “people”.
It is also a good idea to look at the domain. Domains are the ending of the address,
the .com or .org.

e Government sites use .gov

e Educational sites use .edu

e Nonprofit organizations use .org

2. The next thing to do is to evaluate the author. What do you know?

See if the name of the author is recognized by either you, or is he/she associated by
a known organization?
Is there any contact information about the author? If there is, you can contact the
author to get more information, or ask about his/her position and opinions. It is
important to decide whether you have found just an opinion or gossip, or if it is a
relevant, factual text.
You also need to consider the date of the publishing. If it was written ten years ago,
the facts are very likely to have changed. It is very important to use up to date facts.
Are there any sources? It is a very good idea to check out the sources the author has
used. Maybe they are even better than what the author has created. Alternatively,
maybe the sources prove to be not reliable at all.
It can also be very useful to look up what others say.

e Google the author and see if you can find any information on him/her.

[ Table of Contents ] [ How to use ]




Chapter 6 - Digital literacy

e Go to http://www.alexa.com and paste in the link in the search box. You
will find traffic details, related links, and ownership info about the domain
name.

e Google the site and see what comes up. It is often a good idea to see
what sort of pages that links to the page you are looking up.

These simple steps can help you to evaluate whether the information you have found is false or
not. It is always important to remember that everyone can post anything on internet, and it is
important to check your sources twice.

We used these sources:

Johns Hopkins http://guideHs.library.jhu.edu/content.php?pid=198142&sid=1657539

Berkley: https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html
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Plagiarism

Ann Michaelsen

To avoid plagiarism, you must give credit whenever you use:

e another person’s idea, opinion, or theory; Ross, Suzie =
Bringin Innovation to School, (2012)
e any facts, statistics, graphs, drawings—any pieces of o, fohn Secty
information—that are not common knowledge; e
. ) . . Carr, Nicholas .
e quotations of another person’s actual spoken or written words; TheSralows o the s hengrg
o r Delorenzo, Richard A.
Delivering on the promise, (2009)
e paraphrase of another person’s spoken or written words. Novermber, Alen
. . . Who owns the learning, preparing students
Source: Indiana University for uccess inthe igtsl age Q0L
Pariser, Eli
. The Filger Bubble, What the internet is
QUOtatIOHS hiding from you, (2011)
Pink, Daniel H.
. . . . Drive, the surprising truth about what —
Many problems in presenting assignments are related to the misuse of motiate s, 200
. . . . . Rheingold, Howard
quotations from secondary sources (that is material presenting critical Hetsmart, hew to thive online, (2012
interpretations of primary texts). It is acceptable to refer to secondary ey et more o
. . . . . . technology and less from each other, (2010) |~
material to gain knowledge or find different interpretations that may ) AddNewSource.

% Add New Placeholder..

stimulate your own thinking and, sometimes, confirm ideas you already
hold. Whether you quote your source directly or simply paraphrase the idea, you must always
acknowledge the source you used.

Source: UTAS Library

APA style
In this book, we have used the reference function in word. There you can choose between many
different styles. At the university, you will s LIRS

be asked to list your references and not
doing so is one of the most common
reasons students might not get their

papers approved. In Word it is quite easy.
Just choose references and manage e @
sources. Type in the book, journal, report |z o wocicomn :
or web site you have used in your paper. | sand " S I
When you later write a quote, you just

choose insert citation and find your

source in the list. Easy! It is a good idea to start working lite this right away!

Sougees
Master List

Create Source

—
Type of Source [T~ |
Bibliography Fields for APA
Autnor |
7] comorste autnar |

Advice to students

Plagiarism is one of the most common mistakes students are doing nowadays, and it can have
some serious consequences. The correct translation of plagiarism, is “The act of appropriating
the literary composition of another author, or excerpts, ideas, or passages therefrom, and

Search: | | Sort by Authar =


http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml
http://utas.libguides.com/content.php?pid=27520&sid=273535
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passing the material off as one's own creation.” In other words, plagiarism is when you are
stealing someone else’s ideas or work, and putting your own name on it. Acommon example of
this act is copying most of your work from Wikipedia or the first page that shows up on Google
when you’re searching for a topic. Even if many students might have done this one or five times
during their years at school, without any intention of stealing others' work, this is a negative,
habit and you will encounter problems by doing this too often. Firstly, and maybe the most
negative habit you might get by doing this, is being too dependent on the internet for
schoolwork like writing essays or projects. It is an unprofessional way to work and it may limit
your own creativity and your mind by not creating ideas yourself. Though not everybody, who
has copied others work gets these habits, there are some who do, and luckily there are some
great tips that can help you from copying others work, like these from the Empire State College
handbook:

“To prevent passing off the author's viewpoint as your own, or to let it stand as a substitute for
your own, you must first acknowledge the author in your text, and then point out what you
think makes the viewpoint valid or not. In doing so, you have not only appropriately cited your
source, but you have also drawn a conclusion about the validity of that source and thereby
made an original contribution to our understanding of your topic.”

“Being able to paraphrase, or summarize, an author's viewpoint without resorting to direct
guotations is valued. It shows that you've read, and understood, what the author has said so
well that you can use your own words to describe that viewpoint. Remember, when
paraphrasing, even though the words are yours, the idea belongs to someone else, and you
must therefore mention the author, because failing to do so is plagiarism.”

“Even if the source is you're using cited, direct copying of words or phrases without using
quotation marks is plagiarism too. Not only does this mislead your reader into thinking you
wrote words you didn't write, it gives the false impression that you understood the author's
ideas well enough to paraphrase them. Whenever you lift words verbatim from a text, they
must be enclosed within quotation marks.”

“Some words and facts don't need to be cited because they are considered knowledge that is a
part of the public domain or "common knowledge." We all agree, for example, that Christopher
Columbus landed in the Americas in 1492 (though we may differ as to whether or not we should
celebrate that event), or that the boiling point of water is 100 degrees Celsius (though different
experiments will use this fact to different ends). Facts like this will appear in sources, and can
appear in your papers, without a citation because they've been established by many different
authorities. However, an author's unique interpretation of these facts requires a citation. If you
are in doubt about whether a certain piece of information is common knowledge or
interpretation, it is a good rule of thumb to cite it.”

These four rules are great to remember when doing schoolwork for avoiding plagiarism,
because as stated, it is allowed to quote others ideas, words or even copy other pictures as long
as you mention the source. However, it is still important to remember that it is you who is the
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author, and by that | mean you are allowed to copy others work if you follow the stated rules,
but make sure that you’re the one who gives the message.

Copied from writing center at Empire state college

Using images in blogs and publications

It is important to remember that when you post on your blog you cant just copy an image you
find online. You have to be sure that the photo you found is allowed to be re-used. There are
several web sites that offer pictures you can use on your blog. The pictures we have used in this
book have all been searched and found in one of the web sites recommended below.

1. Wikimedia commons is a great place to find images, sounds and video you can use in
your blog. (thanks to Ulrik for showing me)

2. Flickr: creative commons is one.

3. Google image search: Choose Google Advanced Search, and be sure to click: Usage rights:
Free to use or share!

Creative commons

Creative commons was started in 2002, making it easy to declare that you are fine with others
using you work without first asking permission. Hundreds of millions of items now bear the CC
mark.

Creative Commons helps you share your knowledge and creativity with the world.
Creative Commons develops, supports, and stewards legal and technical infrastructure that

maximizes digital creativity, sharing, and innovation. Looking for music to add to your video,
search here to find music that you can use! Source: http://creativecommons.org/
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Curation

Digital Curation is defined in Wikipedia as:

the selection, preservation, maintenance, collection and archiving of digital
assets. Digital curation is generally referred to the process of establishing
and developing long term repositories of digital assets for current and future
reference by researchers, scientists, historians, and scholars.

It was Langwitches blog that first pointed me in the PR |
direction of thinking about curation for students as well. -
She asks; how can the concept of curation be brought
into the classroom. We should encourage students to find
and connect to great educators as well as being great
curators for their own network as well. Quality curation
she argues, takes higher level thinking skills.

Getting information off the
Internet is like taking a
drink fram a fire hydrant.

b 5 e

It requires responsibility towards your network who rely on you to filter information on a
specific topic. Curation requires the ability to organize, categorize, tag and know how to make
the content available to others and to be able to format and disseminate it via various
platforms.

Curation is a term | first heard about when participating in
the Netsmart web course by Howard Rheingold. | was
already familiar with RSS feeds and had heard about
paper.ly. What | had not heard about was Scoop it and |
have found that very useful. | have a page called
“Connected educator” and that is just like a newspaper
with articles about connected educators, 1:1 schools and student centered

learning.

When you set up an account you decide the name of
your newspaper and then you say what sources you Connected educator (0)
want to monitor. My scoop page Connected educator

is found below.

SUGGESTED CONTENT

If you want to you can follow many interesting scoops eroroteoaiypel 21 5

and search by topic or community. In the age of S,

information overflow, this strikes me as a useful tool for students as well. When preparing a
test, a paper or a report finding viable information is important. If the class decides to work on
this together it will save time and effort. When participating in Howard Rheingold’s course he

[ Table of Contents ] [ How to use ]



http://langwitches.org/blog/2011/06/12/students-becoming-curators-of-information/
http://www.scoop.it/#pg=1&mi=posts&si=0&panel=followedPanel

Chapter 6 - Digital literacy

would assign some curators who would find more information for us on the topics. It is
obviously a skill that needs working on for most students. Finding information while your
teachers is talking, giving a lecture can be a dangerous distraction. But some students master
this easily. Teachers could assign the role of curator to different students or they could as me
make a scoop it account and share their findings there. Here come an easy description on how
to do this:

After you register and create a topic, you have to name it
and select language. Look at illustration below. If you enter
some keywords like internet safety, digital literacy, scoop it
will suggest content for you. After that, you want to start
adding additional sources. You do that by choosing manage
sources

If | want to add sources | click on advanced options. | can
cut and paste webpage addresses in here. In addition, | can add twitter users, twitter lists or
custom twitter search. If | follow some on twitter living in a different time zone from me
following twitter users might be a good idea. The same with twitter searches. Then you will not
have to check your Twitter feed all the time!

Another way to scoop an article when you are browsing the internet is to have a Sccop it button
on your menu. You can do this in Firefox, Google chrome or Explorer.

The myths of multitasking and learning

When psychologists study multitasking they do not find a story of new efficiencies. Rather
multitasks do not perform well on any of the tasks they are attempting. But multitasking feels
good because the body rewards it with neurochemicals that induce a multitasking “high.” The
high deceives multitaskers into thinking they are being especially productive. (Turkle, 2010)
Sherry Tukle says in her book that she made her students take notes on paper and type the
notes on the computer afterwards. This to prevent them from being distracted by Facebook.
“But | notice, along with several of my colleagues, that the students whose laptops are open in
class do not do as well as the others.” (Turkle, 2010)

What do you think about your ability to concentrate when taking notes or studying while online?

What do you think about your ability to concentrate when taking notes or studying while you
are online? To answer the question look at these three different groups. Where do you belong?

1. Yes, | can concentrate easily when | am online.
2. No, not at all, | have problems concentrating when | am online.
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3. Sometimes | have the ability to concentrate when | am online and sometimes | am not
able to concentrate when | am online.

The first group can concentrate when they are on for example Facebook, Skype or Twitter. They
don't fall out of what they were doing when someone writes to them on Facebook. The second
group can't concentrate when taking notes or being online while studying. They get distracted
and fall out of what they were doing. The third group can concentrate sometimes and
sometimes they do not stand a chance at concentrating.

I am in the second group. When | do homework, | have to avoid checking my phone or being
online on Facebook. | totally fall out of what | was doing and must therefore stay offline and
stay away from Facebook. Next time you do homework study for a test, test yourself!

How diistracted do you get when friends contact you on Facebook and Skype?

Facebook is one of the most distracting communication tools you can use at school. Even
though you are doing your homework or listening to your teacher, some of your attention goes
towards it. It is horrifying how much time every teenager but also adults spend on Facebook. It
can easily become an addiction. You are forced to be available 24\7 in case some of your friends
want to talk to you. In Norway there is one more application that is really distracting at school
and that is Snapchat. | don’t even know if many teachers are aware of it. Snapchat is an
application where you can send pictures with text to everybody. There are many distractions
out there, just waiting to get your attention. | think it really depends on which subject you
have. Teachers complain that students don’t not know how to behave when the teacher is
lecturing or giving a presentation and that they are respect less.. | think some of them are
wrong. | wonder if they are paying attention every time they are at meetings. And one more
difference — at our school we have one or two subjects a day. It can be monotonically. But some
of the teachers have a skill; they know how to motivate us. It is really easy. I’'m paying attention
to the topics I'm interested in and that’s why a teacher should treat every student individually.
When teachers lets the students ask the questions and choose the topics they make sure every
student is active and motivated. That is how they can make the school days interesting and
varied and when you have block scheduling like we do, this is very important. | think many
students are bored in school because answering questions from a textbook is not very
challenging. The way we are working in English class this year is much better. We write on blogs,
we have written this book and we are allowed to work with topics that interest us. We do not
use a textbook at all.

What would you say if the teacher/school/school board closed certain sites?

If our school decided to close sites like Facebook and so on | would probably be very annoyed,
because we are not at primary or middle school any more. It is our choice if we want to waste
our time on Facebook or not. | think it would be better to close the internet connection when a
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teacher has a presentation and wants to catch the students’ attention instead of closing
Facebook as a permanent practice. Sometimes it seems like it is really hard for a teacher to get
the students interested in what is going on in class and that is why they are talking about closing
sites like Facebook I think.

Furthermore, after 10 years of school we should be responsible and face the consequences of
our actions. It is our choice if we want to go to high school or not, it is not compulsory. But since
we all decided to be here, we should at the same time respect some of the rules.

It can be a problem and we should be aware of how much time students are wasting on sites
like Facebook.

If | were a teacher | would probably talk to my students and ask them what they really want,
and how they would like to solve the problems of distractions and wasting time online. The
problem is that nobody would say that is ok to close sites such as Facebook. We should be able
to have the freedom to choose how we spend our time at school and at the same time be able
to focus on subjects at school. Some students say that being at school doesn’t help them and
that they are not prepared to take tests. For some students the freedom we have here with
everything open and available can be too difficult. That is why | think teachers should pay
attention to what students are doing and if they are focused and working with their schoolwork.

| think some teenagers would agree with the statement above, and even if they won't admit to
it, it would be a helpful gesture if the teachers knew what the students were doing in class and
reminded them to be on task.

We have to ask ourselves the questions; are we really that foolish? Do we not understand
what's best for us, is it really necessary for other people to think for us? | don’t think so. We
should be able to discuss this with our teacher and find out what's best for us. | think all
teachers should have a good connection with their students, because that's the only way they
can respect each other.

If you have respect for your teacher you will pay attention almost every time he or she talks to
you and then when the teachers sees that you are paying attention he or she will trust you and
let you work on your own and even be more open to new ways of working at class. | think to
work in a team both teacher and students need to be equal partners and equally responsible for
the teamwork! Just like we are when we are writing this book!

What distracts a student?

Technology has its many perks, but can sadly be an enormous distraction when it comes to
work. The internet is a tool that allows us to enter an entirely new world, with just a simple click
of a key. This world is open to us at all times, 24/7. During a learning session where all focus is
needed on one specific task, the road to that world is not further away than that simple click on
the keyboard.
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Perhaps there are too many temptations in a classroom? | often feel the urge to eat, drink, use
the internet and talk to other people. These are everyday temptations that redirect a student's
attention from their work. Does this mean that schools aren't strict enough? Or else does it
mean that students today do not have enough self-discipline?

Teachers are allowed to turn the internet off during class, but there are always classes where
the internet is a vital source for learning, like English for instance! The world being a
technological place should merely force us to develop a better system that restricts the use of
the internet during class. On the other hand, it should not be someone else's responsibility to
make sure that we are using the internet wisely, which leads to the conclusion that students
need to learn not to give into temptations. The more we talk about this and the more we think
about it the more equipped we will be to handle this, now and later in life as well.

Monotasking:

In a world where everyone is multitasking while doing work, travelling, cooking etc., could you
imagine yourself only doing one thing at the time? Monotasking, a term of only doing one thing
at the time, is a great way to be more productive and also being sure to get things done without
any form of distraction, by simple focusing on what you are supposed to and nothing else. No
matter if you’re a teacher or a student; this will have huge benefits while working, because it
simply makes you working faster and better while using less time than if you were multitasking!

Though there might be some people who are already working this way, there are also loads of
those who just juggle tasks and get stuff done a little at a
time. However, this type of incremental thinking is a one
way ticket to mistakes. It's way too easy to lose focus this
way and while | consider myself to be pretty good at
mental juggling, I've experienced this many times myself,
were I've constantly been multitasking between Social
medias, news, games etc. and not getting my work done
as effectively as it could be (keep in mind music is
allowed if you can work without being distracted by it).

If you’re Monotasking the way | explained above, it’s the productivity of the Holy Grail. When
you’re staying fully focused and engaging yourself so deeply in your work that time flies away,
you’ll been entering a state known as “flow” (watch to understand the term) which will make
you work optimally. Entering this way of working will probably be a change of course for the
modern worker, and with lots of work on the agenda, incoming email and people constantly
trying to get in touch with you, it’s challenging to get to flow in the first place. But if, and
hopefully when you succeed, you can be assured that you’ll work way more productive and
smarter.
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Memorizing facts, Improving your memory:

Remembering new information is an underappreciated skill not many people in this world
master, and there are few people who ever learn the right techniques to be sure to remember
exactly what they want. However, mastering this great skill could play an essential part of your
future, and may help you many times during your life as a student and probably when you get
older too. It’s a great requirement for any sort of professional growth, since the need to learn is
high and we’re producing new information every day.

Luckily, as a cause of all the new information, there are some effective methods out there made
by great scientists and psychologies you can learn. There are different styles for these following
methods, and some may appeal more to someone than others, but everybody is different and
learn differently.

Method 1, SRS: Experimental psychologist Hermann Ebbinghaus did once discover our brains
‘forgetting curve’ which shows how long time your brain uses to forget thing, and the best time
you can possibly repeat something you want to learn, is the time right before you forget it! As
said, everybody is different, and therefore, so is their forgetting curve. Using the SRS tool, also
known as ‘Spaced Repetition Software’ (which is free to download), is a clever method to use
because it can learn how your idiosyncrasies works, and can then show you what you need to
remember right before you forget it!

http://ankisrs.net/index.html

http://sourceforge.net/projects/simplesrs/

http://blogs.hbr.org/cs/2012/12/heres a better way to remember.html
http://www.memory-improvement-tips.com/keyword-method.html

Method 2, Key words: This is a very effective way for remembering foreign words or definitions,
and all it takes is two simple steps. The theory behind this method is also pretty simple, your
brain, or more precisely the brain’s right hemisphere, remembers things and pictures which are
usually bizarre or usual instead of what’s more regular. Therefore, by first converting the sound
of a word into one or more concepts that can be visualized, and then associate those concepts
with an image representing the actual meaning of the word is all you need to do. This also works
exceptional when learning foreign languages, because it’s easy to convert the sound of the
words because they often are written in the same way or mean something else in your
language.

Ex. Sympa (French)=Nice (English) which may make you think of the French city, Nice.

These are two effective methods you can use to improve your memory. However, there are
loads of other methods out there, and if you want to learn some other exercises;
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http://www.memory-improvement-tips.com/ is a great site which include great tips and
methods which will most likely help you if the methods as presented doesn't!

Technology literacy

e Use online tools and applications to collaborate, share, create, inform and enrich.

A Common definition of Technology literacy is the ability to responsibly use appropriate
technology to communicate, solve problems, and access, manage, integrate, evaluate, and
create information to improve learning in all subject areas and to acquire lifelong knowledge
and skills in the 21st century.

Technology literacy is the ability to:

e Demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products
and processes using technology.

e Use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including
at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.

e Apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information.

e Demonstrate critical thinking skills using appropriate tools and resources to plan and
conduct research, manage projects, solve problems and make informed decisions.

e Understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal
and ethical behavior.

If you think about these skills listed above, school is not typically a place where this is either
needed or encouraged. Most educational experts and teachers agree that creative thinking and
constructing knowledge should be an important part of the students learning. However, how
much time do we spend on developing these skills? How much time do students spend on
collaborating to contribute to the learning of others? The constraint, for most teachers, | think,
is the exam and the teaching for the test. Luckily, in Norway some exams are open to the use of
the internet. This is a good start, and with any luck more exams will be with the use of the
internet, not only in Norway and in Denmark! Have a look in chapter 8. Tools to learn more
about technology literacy.

Using the internet during exams

My Students Reflect on Norway’s Connected-Testing Pilot

Posted by Ann Michaelsen on Jun 20, 2012 in Making The Shift, The How of 21st Century
Teaching, Voices, Web Tools That Deepen Learning | 7 comments

On the last day of May, my high school International English class participated in our national
English exam. They were also among a group of students in Norway who were allowed access to
the Internet during testing as part of a pilot program.
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| had expected a lot of attention would be given to this landmark event, not only by the press
but other teachers, administrators, educators, politicians and everyone else who usually has an
opinion about school, academic achievements and the dangers of Facebook and social media.
But no. Only silence. And I’'m not quite sure what to make of that.

Isn’t the issue interesting or provocative enough? They could be cheating during the test!
(Smile) ISTE, which meets this week in San Diego, California, has a debate going — asking if
students should be able to use the internet while taking tests. But the “controversy” doesn’t
seem to have sparked much of an interest there either! Could it be that it’s just the sensible
thing to do, and nobody wants to make a fuss?

Many students are not ready to take full advantage

I’'m willing to believe that is the case. It is really not a big deal, certainly not from my point of
view. In my first post about Norway’s plan to experiment with “connected” test-taking, | wrote:
It’s 2012. The internet has been widely available and expanding exponentially for 20 years or
more. Why is looking up information during an exam or test considered cheating? That is the
way everyone works these days. No one is expected to know or remember all the facts and
information available out there.

That said, many students do not yet have the competency to take advantage of being
connected. Not even in my class, where we have used the Internet repeatedly and routinely,
searching for information and writing on our blogs every week. (I'm tempted to throw in some
data here — the number of hits some of my students have had on their blogs during this school
year; 6.000, 13.500, 15.000, 17.000 and 20.500).

When | did a quick evaluation of the exam data last week, | was surprised to learn that some of
my students didn’t use the internet during the test as much as | personally think they should
have. To me it was interesting to separate the students who are what | call “net smart” from
those who mostly relied on their own recall and proficiency to solve the problems.

Turns out that some students are so used to taking exams without the use of the internet that
their mindset is to rely exclusively on own content knowledge of the topics. This seems to be
the conclusion of my students as well — many of whom blogged about the connected testing
experience.

As | had already foreseen, my use of internet was minimal. | used it to read my blog mostly.
However | also used it to expand my vocabulary. On the other hand, if | got another chance |
might use the internet more. The reason why is because, when | hear what the other students
used the internet for, it seems so smart. Many of them used it well; therefore | have much to
learn from them. As a conclusion | will try to use the internet better the next time.

Another thing we discussed in the wake of the testing: One of my students was amazed that
Facebook was not blocked that day. | think it is a working (bad) habit they have acquired. They
think, search, write and look in to see the latest news on Facebook! She told me she did the
same during the exam, but most others said they resisted the urge to peek. | told her | wasn’t
worried about cheating on Facebook. If you need information you can search for it yourself,
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right? You have access. The worst case scenario would be that a friend or an adult on Facebook
is willing to answer exam questions for you. But the rules of connected testing did not allow
direct communication with others on the Internet, and | have more faith in my students than to
suspect organized cheating. Vilde

Here’s what my students had to say

| asked my students to write about the exam using the provocative headline: Why we should
allow the use of internet when testing or, if they disagree, Why we should not. They all chose
the first headline in their writings, and here are some of the points they made:

| must say that | found it very helpful. Even if | didn’t use it that much, it was nice to know that |
could use it if | wanted to. Margrethe.

After using the internet during the exam, | found the internet extremely helpful and couldn’t
find any negative sides to having it accessible. | realized that this is the future. Earlier, you
couldn’t use any kinds of sources during exams, and now that seems unthinkable. When not
using communication, it is just the same as looking through books, only you found a vaster
amount of information in a shorter period of time. Andrea.

| started thinking if this was just going to confuse me and give me too much information to
handle. After having my exam with use of internet, | am convinced that this is a positive and
supporting tool. It was very helpful to look up grammar and linguistic tools on the internet, and |
think that my text contains less grammatical errors than before. Another thing was that | got to
collect a lot of information on my topic. Kaja.

In my last blog post, | wrote that | thought having this Internet access would be of great help.
And | think | was right. While | still don’t know what my grade will be, | think | used the Internet
as much as | could to do my exam as well as | could. For example: One of the tasks on the exam
was to analyze a text and point out how it was a persuasive text. In that task, | used two
different websites to find several good literary devices used to persuade readers, which |
included in my answer. In another task, | decided to compare two conflicts that appeared in two
different movies, that both took place in multicultural societies. | used the movies “The Great
Debaters” and “Gran Torino”. The conflict in “The Great Debaters” was segregation, where the
main characters experience what it’s like being the suppressed subculture. To write a few good
paragraphs about this, | needed some facts about the black immigration and their living
conditions, in addition to statistics on how many blacks moved from the farms to the cities. In
other words, this is not information | would know without doing some research. Sara.

My conclusion is that this has been a great learning experience both for me and my students. |
just hope the educational authorities in Norway and also the rest of the world realize that this is
the way to go and follow suit! As Will Richardson said in Huff Post Education in 2010, most kids
today are illiterate in several significant ways.
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Right now, in their classrooms, they’re not “designing and sharing information for global
communities to meet a variety of purposes.” Nor are they “building relationships with others to
solve problems collaboratively and cross-culturally.” And as far as “managing, analyzing and
synthesizing multiple streams of information?” Not so much. | say let’s hope for an urgent
change! My students are certainly sharing and reflecting on their learning experiences and
managing, analyzing and synthesizing multiple streams of information. | would like to let one of
my students end this post with her wish for the future:

Now that we have finished our English exam I’'m so happy we were allowed to use the internet. |
felt more secure on my facts and it made it so much easier for me to write my paper. | hope that
in the future it will be normal to use the internet during the exam because you can support your
arguments with facts you find from reliable sources. The future is technology, and we should be
able to use what we can to prove what we are able to do! Susanne
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7. Assessment

Some words from the chapter editor

| think assessment is one of the most important issues in the whole school system. The grades
and evaluations we get is what we, as students, build our life on. At least in the early stage. The
way we are being assessed can have a big impact on how well we do in school, and we need to
find a better way sooner rather than later. We cannot be bound to the old-fashioned thinking;
we need to think outside the box.

When working on this chapter we’ve learned a lot. We’ve reflected on how we should be
assessed and if we can assess ourselves. We’ve also learned that everyone has a different view
on how one should be assessed, at the same time almost everyone we’ve talked to thinks that
the way we’re being assessed today is outdated.

The people who have written in this chapter are Amalie, Marie S, Julia, our teacher Ann, myself
as well as some guest writers!

Assessment is one of the most difficult and yet most important areas of learning. When asking
for feedback from the students in out yearly survey, assessment proves to the most challenging
area for both students and teachers. Effective one to one formative feedback is time-consuming
and difficult to administer. When you have 30 students in your class, it is difficult to offer
constructive feedback to everyone while teaching. When working in a student centered
classroom the goal is to have the students understand what they need to do and to be able to
move on when they are ready. The goal is that learners are able to suggest assessment methods
that they design to show their teacher that they have met the standards. Students should be
able to practice the expected skills and work on the expected knowledge level, then self-assess
their skill level, and alert the teacher when they are ready to present their learning on the
expected skill level. This is in contrast with current practice where all students are tested on the
same day, in the same way. By placing the ownership of assessment in the student's hands,
leaners are motivated to show their teacher what they know and can do. (Stoll, 2012)

If assessments are designed with the young people, the learners perceive assessments as tools
to ascertain the areas for their improvement, and learners will look forward to assessments as a
natural part of their learning. (Stoll, 2012, s. 2786 of 5072)

Feedback from classroom assessments should give learners a clear picture of their progress on
learning goals and how they might improve. Feedback on classroom assessments should
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encourage learners to improve. Classroom assessment should be formative in nature, and
formative classroom assessments should be frequent. (Stoll, 2012, s. 2813 of 5072)

Three main uses for assessment:

To inform the next steps in teaching
To determine which standards are being mastered
To make teaching evaluation decisions

Where am | going?

Strategies: | Provide a clear and understandable vision of the learning
target.

Use samples and models of strong and weak work.

Where am | now?

Strategies | Offer regular descriptive feedback.

Teach learners to self-assess and set goals.

How do | close this gap?
Strategies: | Design lessons to focus on one aspect of quality at a time.
Teach learners focus revision.
Engage learners in self-reflection, and let them keep track of and share

their learning.

(Stoll, 2012)
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How does this tie into the way we work in our class?

In a perfect world, assessments should be made with the students. Students should be able to
ask the questions. This way of learning is called learning inquiry and it is a strong motivation for
students to come up with answers and more importantly, more questions. In learner-centric
schools, schooling and learning become much more aligned for the learner. Schools are no
longer places where students lose their love of learning and inquiry. Instead they learn to be in
control of their own learning process and support the learning of others. (Stoll, 2012)

If the rubrics used to self-assessed are made by the students with the teacher, the motivation to
do well in the tests is a lot stronger. One point is that the students should be able to decide
when they want to be tested, only when they feel they know the material. Some teachers seem
to feel that the students should be tested with unknown material. That knowing the topic
beforehand is cheating. We get the same reaction when we talk about using the Internet during
exams. Having access to all this information is cheating they say. We might as well skip exams
altogether! | will not argue with that! I'd much rather see students work on projects all year and
have those assessed, like portfolios. But why knowing about a topic, before writing, is cheating, |
will never understand. That is not something you will be expected to do in any work related task
in the future. At the same time most teachers complain about heavy workloads when all the
tests come in for grading. Why not spread those more evenly out? In addition, | much prefer to
read essays about topics that are of interest to my students, them an assigned test made by me!

Rubrics

A rubric is a scoring tool that explicitly represents the performance expectations for an
assignment or piece of work. A rubric divides the assigned work into component parts and
provides clear descriptions of the characteristics of the work associated with each component,
at varying levels of mastery. Rubrics can be used for a wide array of assignments: papers,
projects, oral presentations, group projects, etc. Rubrics can be used as scoring or grading
guides, to provide formative feedback to support and guide ongoing learning efforts, or both.
Source Carnegie Mellon University.

By giving learners the criteria on which they will be assessed and the skills to self-assess prior to
submittal, learners will learn the information at their own pace to proficiency because the
learning target is clear. Use these examples as a part of departure and work on the criteria and
material with the class prior to the assessment.

Rubrics you might want to try!

Oral exam rubric

Oral communication
Oral group presentation
Discussion in class
Research paper

vk wnN e
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6. Test rubric

7. Blog rubric
8. Essay rubric

What is true feedback—and how can it improve learning?

| recently read this article in “Educational Leadership, Feedback for Learning” by Grant Wiggins.

There is always a lot of debate going on about classroom instructions, and how students learn
and how teachers evaluate and grade students’ work. At our school, we spend a lot of time
scheduling the tests for the school year, and each year both students and teachers complain.
Too many tests during too few weeks. The focus on tests seem to be the drive for how the
school year is planned. This makes me think about how we give feedback and if we are
improving learning the way we could. In this article Grant Wiggins writes that research shows
that less teaching plus more feedback is the key to achieving greater learning. There are
numerous ways—through technology, peers, and other teachers—that students can get the
feedback they need. | have listed his seven keys here! Even if formative assessment is a term
most teachers are familiar with | wish teachers and school leaders spent more time discussion
how to achieve effective feedback. It should be an ongoing discussion in all schools! Let’s start
all our lessons with “The point here is to look at this particular competency goal, that’s the key
thing we will be looking for in peer review and in my feedback to you!

1. Goal-referenced; Effective feedback requires that a person has a goal, takes action to
achieve the goal, and receives goal-related information about his or her actions.

2. Tangible and transparent; Any useful feedback system involves not only a clear goal, but
also tangible results related to the goal.

3. Actionable; Effective feedback is concrete, specific, and useful; it provides actionable
information. Actionable feedback about what went right is as important as feedback
about what didn’t work.

4. User-friendly (specific and personalized); Too much feedback is also counter productive;
better to help the performer concentrate on only one or two key elements of
performance than to create a buzz of information coming in from all sides.

5. Timely; In most cases, the sooner the student gets feedback, the better. Most teachers
find this impossible. The article suggests more use of technology and peer review. It’s
essential, however, to train students to do small-group peer review to high standards,
without immature criticisms or unhelpful praise.

6. Ongoing; What makes any assessment in education formative is not merely that it
precedes summative assessments, but that the performer has opportunities, if results
are less than optimal, to reshape the performance to better achieve the goal. In
summative assessment, the feedback comes too late; the performance is over.

7. Consistent; In education, that means teachers have to be on the same page about what
high-quality work is. Teachers need to look at student work together, becoming more
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consistent over time and formalizing their judgments in highly descriptive rubrics
supported by anchor products and performances.

Students' reflections

Assessments and evaluations in school

Our thoughts on assessments

There are different ways to be graded. In our school, we believe in untraditional way of being
assessed. We think it is old fashion to grade students on a big test at the end of the year with a
topic they are not familiar with before the test. Therefore we want to discuss some alternatives.

What about working on an extensive project that covers many competency goals on a self-
decided theme and then present it to your teacher? Alternatively, maybe record a
conversation/discussion on a specific predefined topic between two or more students and your
teacher will grade it.

We wanted to conduct a survey with our fellow students. The first survey was about how we
wanted to be graded in oral English. The other one was how we wanted to be graded in written
English. We gave them a few opportunities. They were also able to come with other
suggestions.

The test showed us that the majority in class

U Jufia Zofia Kurylowicz
would like to write an exam where they could u Howe veould you like to b graded in wiritten English?
choose the topic themselves. In oral assessments, 21 [Wite about optionsl oplc Bl d-
most of the students we asked preferred to 3 [Bogpest HEM A, -
record a conversation with two or more people. 4) [Workwith aptiont projec that covers | YRGS

| all competency goals. Ann is grading.

But when we asked other students at school, who
are not working on writing a book like us, they
answered that they would like to have an exam
where they are not able to choose the topic. We
also asked a few teachers. Only one of them would like a large project that covers several
competency goals.

Exam

. . Julia Zofia Kurylowicz
just the teachers who are a little old

Hawe would you like to be graded in oral English?

To conclude, this survey shows that it is not u
-

fashioned, but also the students. Students = =

K i K 7| | Recordig a conversation between i | E =
often think a little conservative. They are not fellow students. Teacher is grading. L
willing to try anything new because they feel Hormal prescntation i front o the aAnsEE .

. class. oy
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We had this survey on Facebook. That means that the students are able to click on which way
they wanted to be graded. We talked with our English teacher and she thought it was a good
idea. That means that you are able to write about something that is of interests to you, and your
opportunities to get a better grade are much higher. In addition, the teacher gets to read about
topics that are interesting! Because when you write about something you are in to, is tends to
be a lot more interesting for the reader as well! Just like when we write on our blogs!

Think different

For decades we’ve had the same way of being tested. Most of us are not using the tools we
have available. On Sandvika we’re still “behind” in terms of assessments. With that | mean that
we have tools available, tools we’re not using when we’re being assessed. Is it right that in class
we’re using our computers, and during a test we’re using pen & paper?

We need to “think different”, | think the reason we’re using pen & paper in the assessment
situations is because of the teachers. How can | say that? Simply because students have no
problem using computers. | think the teachers don’t really trust us, why should they? Everyone
knows that when a teacher gives the test on the computer we have our notes just a click away.
At the same time; when we are tested, we have no connection to the outside world? | think that
way of being assessed is outdated. We should be able to look at our notes; we should be able to
use the tools we want. Why shouldn’t we? We’ve already written it down, now we’re just
writing it down and forgetting all about it.

Maybe the way we’re being assessed worked 50 years ago, but not today. In the world where
computer technology is the main part of our lives, that way doesn’t cut it anymore. In our future
jobs, do we need to know things in our head? Instead, couldn’t we just Google and get the
answer? Most likely, the jobs we will get will include “everything we didn’t learn in school”.

When | say that we need to utilize the tools we have available, it’s not to make the tests easier
for the students. Well, in a way it is, in another it’s not; By giving the students the opportunity
to use their computers to the fullest you’re awarding the students who work a little bit with the
subject each week, who're taking notes, and you’re giving the people who're not working with
the topic until the night before the test a disadvantage. You may argue that the students who
are not working will find a way to get the notes from other friends in his/her class. That may be
right, but if they don’t really know the topic how can they score well on the test? This will of
course work better in some classes, and not work as well in others.

The point from above doesn’t work today. In the tests we’re given today we’re tested how to
memorize facts. Again, all wrong. We need to be tested in our ability to write and see the
connections. To continue from the point above; we cannot continue being tested like this. We
need to “think different”.
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We should change the way we are being assessed sooner rather than later. We have to realize
that this way of learning is outdated. In a world where we use computers for basically
everything, we can’t do tests the old way.

Students’ reflection

Determining which way to be assessed really depends on the subject. Certain core areas, such
as math depend on the standard paper and pencil tests to demonstrate mastery of the subject
due to a slight difficulty in being able to demonstrate mastery in a presentation form. However,
other subject areas such as social environments can flourish in a presentation only environment,
with paper and pencil tests only resorted to when fully needed to demonstrate mastery.

Science, along with social environments tend to be the two subjects | believe could use some
form of digital assessment, as both can benefit from allowing students to widen their views of
the world around them, without limiting the class to a certain speed of progression. Students
can be on the other side of the world learning with other students, but still be sitting in class,
demonstrating mastery while teaching other students.

Communication literacy (writing) can be a mixture of no tests, and demonstration of mastery via
writing essays or creative pieces. Thus, it can be quite flexible.

Reading can be closely tied in with writing, and essays demonstrating mastery of a reading
response or other material can be applied to demonstrate mastery of a writing standard.

In conclusion, a system which has no tests is a possibility, but so is a system of a low amount of
tests and a high amount of student participation.

| think that assessment depends on the topic. In subjects such as math, a multiple choice or
written answer test is required. But for any other subject, these types of test are not
acceptable. To complete tests such as these, it only requires logic to rule out answers. All
people have the capability to do this. In order to complete a certain topic in schooling, | think
there is one main option for better assessment, which we use in our school often. This idea is
the idea of students choosing which way of assessment is best for them.

When students choose their way of assessment, which is usually a hands on project, students
are more engaged and likely to complete the subject. The way of assessment can be anything
the student choose, whether that be singing about science in a rock opera, or creating an
informational newsletter for the community. Most of the larger projects are presented to a
panel, but the due date is usually made by the students. | believe that this is an effective and
engaging way of assessment.
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Should students be able to assess themselves? At first, | thought it would not be a good idea if
the students did this all the time. However, sometimes it is good for the students and the
teacher that the students assess themselves. The students will be able to see where they are in
their learning and it should be possible for the students to learn to assess themselves.
Therefore, | actually think the students minds will grow, and they will be smarter if they get the
chance to assess themselves. It is important not to mix up assessing your own learning and
giving yourself a grade, because those are two different things. After a task, it is good for the
students to be able to evaluate their effort and their progress, but they do not necessarily need
to give themselves a grade. If the students write an evaluation on their progress and their
learning, it can help the teacher. The student may not be honest, but it is worth a try. The
teacher will observe the student and in time the student will get better at this.

For some students this can it be difficult because they are either too kind or too hard on
themselves. Some students think if they just give themselves a good grade on the work they do,
they will get a good grade in the end, but that is not true. The final grade will always be set in
accordance to performance and what you have presented for the teacher. Other students may
have a low self-esteem and then think that they didn’t do well even though they mastered the
task. Even when they know they did well they are afraid to give themselves a good grade
because they think they may give themselves more than they deserve.

If the students start to assess themselves in elementary school, they may learn to become more
realistic when they are assessing themselves later in life. | would think the younger you are
when you start working like this the better. Actually they should start doing this when the
students start school.

| think it is very important for students and teachers to let the students assess themselves. The
students have to reflect on their own work, and in the beginning, it can be hard. | think a good
way to start is to have a rubric where you cross of for low achievement, average achievement or
high achievement with every competence goal in the class. That way the students can mark
what they feel is right. | think it will make it easier for the students to evaluate themselves and
will help them in their learning.

Therefore, my conclusion is that the students should actually assess themselves, but they
should start in elementary school so they know how to do it when they get older. It is a good
guality to be able to assess yourself, so it is a great competency for you later in life as well.
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8. Tools and websites

Some words from the chapter editors

What have we done in this chapter? Well, for five weeks we have worked hard and efficiently in
our English class. As one of the editors of this chapter, | can proudly say that my fellow students
have worked really hard and with excellence. My assignment was to give each student a task for
every English class we had. In addition to this, | have helped my fellow students in many
different ways. Mostly helping them getting information about the topics or helping them with
their vocabulary. In this chapter, you will find a lot of descriptions and tutorials on how to make
your school day easier, either by using tools or web resources that are related to your work
plan.

| thinks it has been an interesting chapter to work on. The topics have been interesting and fun
to learn about. Personally, | have learned about useful websites like Vocabulary.com and
Wolfram Alpha. | did not know about these websites before | started working on the book, but
now | know the websites well. Most of the teachers know about websites like “Facebook” and
Twitter, but they don't know how to use them in an educational and useful way. As a
conclusion, | think this will turn out to be an interesting chapter for teachers and students; with
any luck, they will use the websites we have recommended.

Plan for teaching

It seems like new software and new webpages are popping up every day. | get links on Twitter
and Facebook all the time, the list seems endless. For the average tech interested teacher it is
difficult to keep up with all the different free software that is available to use in class.
Remember it is not about the software it is about the pedagogy! First, decide on what you want
the student to work on, learning objectives, competency goals. Secondly, try to get an overview
of some of the options you have. Most of what we have listed here is free. Browse the list and
see if anything here will work for you and your class. Perhaps the students could make their
own list in your class. What works for us, what helps us in our leaning? Categorizing this chapter
proved to be a little difficult, but we gave it a try. Many of the websites listed here can be used
in many different stages of learning.


http://www.vocabulary.com/
http://www.wolframalpha.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
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In this chapter, we will try to make a roadmap on what to do and how to do it. We have tried to
structure this chapter in the following sub-chapters:

Tools to prepare a lesson

Tools to engage and collaborate
Tools to correct and comment
Tools to work on mastery

PwnNpE

1. Tools to prepare a lesson

Many course credits in Norway are based on oral presentations and some only have oral exams.
Even so many teachers base most of the course grades on written tests. Why you might ask?
Time, organization or just an easy way out? In our English class, we have many oral competency
goals. In a class with 30 students, it is sometimes difficult to listen to all the students speak.
Here we have listed online free software to record the students' presentations and discussions.

Curriculum goal:

Express him/herself in writing and orally in a varied, differentiated and
precise manner, with good progression and coherence

The secret of recording

When a student has a presentation in class, it can be a challenge for the teacher to grade the
student at that exact moment. Especially with thirty students in a couple of hours. A nice way to
help the teacher is to record the student in some way, and watch/listen to it later.

How can you do this?

You have several options; first, you can make the student do all the “hard” work, by giving them
the task of recording the presentations themselves. Another option is to record the
presentation, while they are presenting it in front of the class.

The following programs can be used as an easy way to record the students/or make them
record themselves at home or at school.

Audioboo

Audioboo is great, however limited. You can record right a U d | O S'EJ Boo

from your browser, upload an existing audio file from your

computer or get the app (available on most platforms). The only way it is limited is that you can
only record 3 minutes “Boo’s” (audiofiles) with a free account. You have to upgrade in order to
get more than that (starting from £5/month). The teacher can follow the students (same
principle as Twitter), that way the teacher has easy access to the audio files.

[ Table of Contents ] [ How to use ]



http://audioboo.fm/
http://www.audioboo.com/
http://audioboo.fm/

Chapter 8 — Tools and websites

Mp3myMp3

Mp3MyMp3 is a nice, and free way to record a —
presentation. To use it, you have to download it from mps mu mpa
their site, and install it on your computer. Unlike

Audioboo, this cannot be used in your browser, but you SOUND RECORDER
can record for as long as you like. In addition, you can pause while recording, set up a scheduled
recording and change bit-rate, folders to save etc. The program may not be the best when it

comes to design, and it is not extremely user friendly either, but it does the trick.

Speaker

Speaker allows you to host a Live Internet Radio Show, anywhere, anytime, with just a couple of
clicks! It is the easiest way to create and share Audio On-line.

Speaker is an online application for creating and sharing live audio content across the Internet.
It is very easy to create any kind of radio show — since everything can be made on-line with a DJ
console which allows real-time mixing of voice, music and sound effects.
e Speaker allows you to broadcast LIVE on Facebook and your audience can interact with
you using tools like twitter.
e Music! A selection of Creative Commons music with more than 4.000 tracks is waiting for
you. You can also upload your tracks as long as you are OK with broadcast licenses.
e There is nothing to install! Everything is super Easy. Our mixing console is an online
(Adobe-Flash based) tool and it works from any computer connected to the Internet.
Source: Speaker

Use your own device

If you do not want to use a service like Audioboo or Mp3MyMp3 you can use your own
computer, or smartphone. Most likely your devices has some sort of recording software, the
iPhone has “Voice Memos” and your Windows computer has a sound recording software built in
as well (go to Start Menu > All Programs > Accessories > Entertainment >

Sound Recorder).

Record the presentation in class

While the programs mentioned are best for recording at home, they can also be used to record
the students in class. The challenge could be to get good sound quality, since the student can
not sit in-front of a computer while holding the presentation. Since the built in mic on
computers, are not always the best, we recommend to get a wireless/external microphone for
the class.

Flipping the classroom

Let us turn the question upside down; how can the teacher save their presentations so that the
students can listen to them several times?

As students, we think it would be great to have the opportunity to listen to the teachers'
presentations a few more times before tests. If there is something we did not quite get while in

[ Table of Contents ] [ How to use ]



http://www.mp3mymp3.com/
http://www.mp3mymp3.com/
http://www.spreaker.com/browse/popular
http://www.spreaker.com/broadcast
http://www.spreaker.com/dashboard
http://www.mp3mymp3.com/
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class, we can listen to it when we get home as many times as we would like. Just like Khan
Academy. Read more about the Khan Academy later in this chapter.

As a teacher, recording your presentations, you can use Audioboo, but you have to upgrade.
You can get the “Plus Account” (Up to 30 min recordings), we are sure that you can get the
administrators at your school to make an account for you. When you are up and running you
can link to your blog either to Audioboo or host your Boos directly on your blog/site.

We are in no way dffiliated with Audioboo. We just like the product very
much!

Camtasia studio

Camtasia provides educators with the perfect solution to easily create videos that motivate
students, inform parents and enhance learning. Camtasia screen recording software is smart,
quick to learn, and feature rich! Simply record your live presentations or lectures and give your
students a rewind button for every lesson. This helps them learn at their own pace or catch up
from an absence.

e Create video lessons for students to watch as homework and focus on applying lessons
during classroom time

e Record your lessons so absent students don’t miss a beat

e Add quizzes to your videos to assess student understanding (PC only)

e Create videos that students can watch anywhere, even on their own mobile devices

This text is taken from Camtasia studios:

Voice tread

Voice tread is a cloud-based application that means it allows you to upload many types of
media. Such as presentations, images, documents, videos and so on. If you want you can put all
this together in one central place, either you can share the slide show with your students or
other people around the world. Your students will be able to comment on what you have done
by either a video or a voice comment, a written comment or making a live phone call. With
these many functionalities, it is easy to see the many different ways of teaching using
Voicetread. The good thing about this website is that you can choose if you want your lesson or
slideshow to be private or public. This means that you can have a private lesson with your
students through the web. If you are a very smart person and want to spread some knowledge,
you can make a lecture on your own and publish it so others can see and comment. Remember
this website is not only used for school, it can also be used for business conversations and pretty
much everything that demands some sort of communication through the net.
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In my opinion, this looks like a great website first of all because it helps you communicate and
get help from others. One of the other great features is that your teacher or fellow students
don't have to be online at the same time to communicate. For example, if you make a lecture,
you can post it at any time and the people you're sending it to will be notified when they log in.
The only downside is that the teacher has to pay a yearly fee of 995. The school can also buy a
premium version where 10 teachers will get free passes to use the web page with over 250
student accounts. This "premium pack" is 9995.

Link to page: http://voicethread.com/

Ted Talks

TED is a website that consists of more than a thousand videos sharing great ideas from
conferences worth spreading. Quote website. The ever-evolving nonprofit project started out in
1984 as a small conference connecting people within technology, entertainment and design. In
April 2007, TED.com was launched worldwide and has since that day added lots of videos (with
English subtitles) every week with the goal of offering ‘free knowledge and inspiration from the
world's most inspired thinkers a community of curious souls’ in the hope of changing attitudes,
lives and one day the world.

Every year, TED arranges two annual conferences - each spring, TED holds one Conference in
Long Beach and Palm Springs, and each summer, the TEDGlobal conference is hold in Edinburgh
UK, where they bring together the world's most fascinating thinkers and doers, and challenge
them to give the talk of their lives in 18 minutes or less. Over four days, there are 50 speakers,
and many shorter presentations, including music, performances and comedy. The conferences
include anything from new ideas within science, business, the arts and global issues. Along with
these two annual conferences, there are also several more conferences that vary from country
to country every year.

After passing over 1 billion views since 2007, it is no surprise that the website has received loads
of great reviews from ordinary people and well known media like The Economist, The New York
Times and The Guardian UK. However, it does not stop there. Famous attendees like Al Gore
and Bill Gates have expressed that they are amazed about all the great information this project
offers and that they recommend it highly. Author Amy Tan response to the conference was "A
mind-opening experience. If it opens any more, | am afraid it will float past the ozone layer",
there is no question this could play a great part of the modern way in education.

Source: http://www.ted.com/pages/about

Everywhere teachers are delivering mind altering lessons to their students. What if we could
share those lectures, talks and demonstrations? TED-Ed tries to do just that and in this video
you can see the idea behind it. They are trying to capture and amplify the voices of these unique
teachers. It is like Khan academy , Stanford and Princeton through Coursera or MITx . MITx will
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offer a portfolio of MIT courses for free to a virtual community of learners around the world.
How could you use this with your students?

In the “history teacher’s attic” | found a great list of Ted talks where the material has been
sorted out making it easier for educators to discover something appropriate for the different
disciplines. This is a great list to use when preparing for class. Click here to find the full list. |
found this site via Larry Ferlazzo’s great website about storytelling. | have only added some of
the topics that are of most interest to me! Enjoy!

Technology/Computers | Title Time
in Education
Evan Williams How Twitter’s spectacular growth is being driven by 0:08:00

unexpected uses

Erik Hersman Erik Hersman on reporting crisis via texting 0:03:56
Tim Berners-Lee The next Web of open, linked data 0:16:23
Brenda Laurel Why didn’t girls play videogames? 0:13:08
Juan Enriquez Beyond the crisis, mindboggling science and the arrival of | 0:18:50

Homo evolutis

David Merrill Siftables, the toy blocks that think 0:07:09
James Surowiecki The moment when social media became the news 0:16:59
Sir Ken Robinson Do schools kill creativity? 0:19:24
Richard Baraniuk Good e, textbooks; hello, open-source learning 0:18:34
Alan Kay A powerful idea about ideas 0:20:37
Stuart Brown Why play is vital — no matter your age 0:26:42
Mae Jemison Mae Jemison on teaching arts and sciences together 0:14:48
Sugata Mitra Can kids teach themselves? 0:20:59
Earth

Science/Environment

Al Gore 15 ways to avert a climate crisis 0:16:17
Andy Hobsbawn Do the green thing 0:18:10
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http://www.historyteachersattic.com/2009/06/ted-talks-demystified-for-teachers/
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2011/02/07/on-storytelling/
http://www.ted.com/talks/evan_williams_on_listening_to_twitter_users.html
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http://www.ted.com/talks/david_merrill_demos_siftables_the_smart_blocks.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/457
http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/66
http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/25
http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/228
http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/483
http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/533
http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/175
http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/1
http://www.ted.com/talks/andy_hobsbawm_says_do_the_green_thing.html
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TedEd

TedEd is a smart way to learn. Ted-Ed is an internet website where you can find short lectures.
You can learn more with TedEd because there are four-control question after you have watched
the movie. If you want to learn more you can read a text that will take you deeper into the
material.

You can choose between series and subjects. TEDED S raiions

Subjects are smart for teachers to use. It is T ——
because the teacher can find videos and he/she ‘

can make three multiple-choice questions and i,

one question that challenges you to think deeper. Vick
After making this lecture the teacher can share Flios

the video and the questions via e-mail, Facebook RS
or Twitter. This would be a smart tool when the
teacher wants the students to work alone. In a
flipped classroom, this could easily be the
homework for the students.

I

You can also nominate the videos you like and
think more people should see. You can also write
feedback to the educator who made it. That will help the educator know what he/she must
improve, and what they did well.

S r/' - Cluick Gluiz
Step 1. Visit ed.ted.com, and chose a n ° p
video, either a series or subject on the Thi
main page.
Step 2. Now that you’ve chose a video,
you can decide if you want to answer
related questions while you’re watching Meet The Cre:
the video, or after, by just clicking on = s
‘Quick Quiz’ or ‘Think’, and you can even find more information on ‘Dig Deeper’.

Bl e

Flip This Lesson

Customize and share your lesson

If when answering the questions your answer is wrong, TedEd gives you the opportunity to try
to either answer again, or lets you watch the part in the video where you can learn the answer.

TEDEC {sssons worth Sharing Tor  Gabhohed Ao

==~ Featured Series Subject YouTube Recent Activity

Just How Small Is an Atom? 63 Laason Viaws B Flips

Step 3. If you're a teacher, or just want to make some
edits related to the
video, click on ‘Flip

Watch

Quick Quiz

That wasn't it! S This Lesson" and Think
. s wateh .
e you’ll be directly Dig Degper
soszes | able to edit Boegen

whatever you want around the video, either if it is the title, information and questions.
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(Additionally)You can also flip any video from YouTube, and upload it on TedEd, creating
guestions around the subject or whatever else you’d like to do.

You are able to edit whatever you want around the video, either if it is the title, information and
questions.

iTunes U

ITunes U is an app for Apple products. The app's purpose is to be
like a classroom, university or library on your mobile device. That
way you will always have the opportunity to study in your spare
time or take classes and study at your own pace without having
to enroll in expensive courses at the university. If you think that
the course you are taking at university or school gives you too
little or too much challenge you could take a more difficult or
easier class on iTunes U. Understanding the basics of your

class\university course is the most important step to really = [}
WISELY

knowing your subject, and iTunes U is the perfect tool for self-
studies.

iTunes U is made by offering several different topics. In each
course you are offered several lectures on the topic. The lectures
are slides, documents or videos, most of the lectures are videos.
You can either watch lectures that are free of cost, but you can also
buy lectures with your iTunes-account. If there is one class that you
like very much you could subscribe to it and have it in your library
and get notified when new lectures are available.

ITunes U works kind of like YouTube, people have the freedom to
post classes and lectures. You have the choice of some great high
quality lectures for free. Famous universities have also posted a lot
of online university courses as well. Some of them are Stanford,
Harvard, Yale, MIT, Oxford and UC Berkeley. When | wrote this
article there were over 500 000 free lectures, videos, books and a lot more.

| took part in some of the classes offered on iTunes U in science and my overall experience was
very good. The first class was about solar cells and the class really explained the basics very well.
The particular class that | took was a lecture by a professor, the professor himself was filmed
when he giving the lecture and he was shown in a little box in the corner of the screen. On the
rest on the screen he had his slideshow and he used a pointer to show me what he was
referring to, talking about. All in all | think that the class was very good and if the rest of the
classes are half as good iTunes U is definitely something worth trying.
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PowerPoint

PowerPoint (© Microsoft Corp.) is a much used presentation program which is usually used for
different types of conferences, school lectures, business lectures and so on. The purpose of
using a PowerPoint presentation in school is to get the students interested and to explain your
main points. When you have made a PowerPoint people will have pictures to watch, they will
have keywords or key sentences to read, and they will listen to you talk as you are presenting.
All this contributes to making your presentation much more fun and interesting, but there are
still problems that can occur. When you make a PowerPoint make sure not to make it too flashy
or fancy. When you have a PowerPoint presentation, you still want the attention on you. You
want the students to get what you are saying. The problem with having a super fancy
PowerPoint presentation is that the attention is on the PP (PowerPoint) and not you. Beneath
you will see a written example with pictures on how to make and set up a PowerPoint, but
please use the information wisely and don't prop your PP with pictures and texts.

The first thing you will see when you open PowerPoint is this:

e —

-

e o

o %_,_~——5

Klikk for & legge til en tittel L{_

Now, as you can see | have surrounded the important areas that you should look at with a red
marker.

Nrl. Unfortunate my PowerPoint program is in Norwegian because | live in Norway, but | can
ensure you that if you open PowerPoint in your language it will look the same. Well, the first

circle (1) marks the "new slide" button. When you click this you get a new slide. Do this every
time you want to add information.
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Nr 2 and nr 3: The second marked area look just like in Word, | am quite sure you have used
Word. It is kind off like a panel where you control the format of you slides. The third circle marks
the place you can click to put your PowerPoint in full screen mode = Presentation phase.

Nr 4 and nr 5. Nr 4 says "click to add a title" and "Click to add a sub title". This is where you can
write and put in different types of texts. Basically this is the place where you want to add your
title and your information/key words. Use nr 5 to add “random” things like arrows, lines and
squares.
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Nrl. This is the toolbar in P