
 
 

 

 

 

 

BCPS Vision Statement: Educating today’s students to succeed in tomorrow’s world. 
ESLS Support Services Mission Statement: The Division of Exceptional Student Learning Support is 

committed to preparing students for success in a global society. 
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*Center for Disease Control and Prevention 2018 

**Department of Children and Families Office of Substance Abuse and Mental Health 2017 Annual 

Report Suicide Prevention Coordinating Council 

http://www.bcps-mentalhealth.com/index.php
http://www.bcps-mentalhealth.com/index.php
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QUICK GUIDE  

If there is a concern about a student regarding suicide, please note the following important 

steps: 

1. Ensure the student is medically safe first. If the student is in medical danger (i.e. 

swallowed something, not breathing, bleeding or in an unsafe place), follow procedures 

for medical safety first. 

2. Never leave the student alone. Keep the student with an adult at all times until the student 

has been determined by the suicide prevention designee (SPD) or other mental health 

professional to be no longer in danger to self. 

3. Assess for suicide risk. This is most often done by a mental health professional, ideally 

your SPD (see additional information on identifying a SPD). 

a. If the SPD or secondary designee is not on site, then access an alternate mental health 

professional: 

1. School Counselor (other than the SPD) 

2. School Social Worker 

3. Family Therapist 

4. School Psychologist 

b. If the SPD and alternate mental health professionals are NOT available or additional 

support is needed, administration can contact a School Resource Officer, Local Law 

Enforcement or the Youth Emergency Services Team (954-677-3113). Any of these 

entities can assess for suicidal risk. 

c. If it is determined the student is at risk, the SRO, Local Law Enforcement or YES Team 

can initiate a Baker Act and arrange for transport of the student. 

1. School Board employees are not permitted, to initiate a Baker Act while working 

as a School Board Employee. This refers to any work conducted as an employee 

of Broward County Public Schools.  

2. The exception to the Baker Act guidelines is that any licensed clinician 

providing services in any Broward County Separate Day School (this means SED 

and IND Centers) can initiate a Baker Act if: 

i. the clinician has taken the required Baker Act training course and 

ii. the clinician believes the student meets criteria under the Baker Act and 

iii. the clinician feels that they are equipped based on their training and 

skills.  

d. No administrator can require a clinician or officer to initiate a Baker Act. The clinician 

or officer will use their professional skills to assess the needs of each individual.  

e. Contact the legal guardian. Schools must notify the legal guardian when there is a 

concern regarding suicide. Schools should not contact the legal guardian to take the 

student off campus whether that is home or to a hospital.  
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4. The school is responsible to assess and take action once the school has been made aware 

of the concern. Although the school must assess, a legal guardian can, once they arrive 

at the school, decide to take the student. The school should advise the guardian of the 

risk and concern for the student. 

5. Suicide is not homicide. Per SB 7026, a threat assessment team convenes even in suicide 

but please remember suicide is NOT homicide.  If the student is threatening harm to self, 

please involve mental health staff to assess for suicide.  Remember the student is not 

breaking a policy or procedure when threatening harm to self. 

6. After a suicide risk assessment is conducted (whether or not hospitalization occurs): 

1. The SPD or alternate mental health professional MUST meet with the family. * Please 

note, this should not occur during the ongoing crisis. * In the meeting, the staff 

can discuss with the family the need for any or all of the following: 

i. a safety plan (This is a plan that allows the student to identify who they 

can go to if they feel suicidal in the future at school.)   

ii. a referral to the school’s Collaborative Problem-Solving Team (CPST)  

iii. a referral to the Family Counseling Program 

iv. a referral to the school social worker  

2. The SPD or alternate mental health professional informs administration of the 

outcome and any supportive steps are being done for the student. 

7. Staff are required to enter information regarding Suicide or Baker Acts in the database 

(see section on data entry). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

MYTHS AND FACTS ABOUT SUICIDE 

**NOTE:  A small percentage of individuals intent on dying by suicide may present no obvious signs 

and/or symptoms.
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IDENTIFYING A SUICIDE PREVENTION DESIGNEE 
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INTERVENTION AND ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES: AN OVERVIEW * 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• unless
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• 

• 

http://www.bcps-mentalhealth.com/downloads/Crisis_Handbook_2017.pdf
http://www.bcps-mentalhealth.com/downloads/Crisis_Handbook_2017.pdf
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BEST PRACTICES / AVOIDING COMMON ERRORS* 
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DATABASE REQUIREMENTS for SUICIDE/BAKER ACTS 
 

• 

• 

• 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT  

BAKER ACT AND SUICIDE PREVENTION 

 

 

 

 

 

http://app.brainshark.com/brainshark/brainshark.net/salesportal/title.aspx?pi=zCNzdv4PAz0z0
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http://app.brainshark.com/brainshark/brainshark.net/salesportal/title.aspx?pi=zBgz3MdFKz0z0
http://app.brainshark.com/brainshark/brainshark.net/salesportal/title.aspx?pi=zBgz3MdFKz0z0
http://app.brainshark.com/brainshark/brainshark.net/salesportal/title.aspx?pi=zBgz3MdFKz0z0
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RESOURCES 

 

http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/
http://www.sprc.org/strategic-planning/finding-programs-practices
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-1.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-2.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-3a.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-4.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-5.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-6a.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-6b.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-6c.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-7a.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-7a.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-7b.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-7b.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-8.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/IB-9.pdf
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http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/CL-1.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/True-false.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/CL-2.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/CL-4.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/CL-5.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/CL-6.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/CL-7a.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/CL-7a.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/CL-7b.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/CL-7b.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/CL-9.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/Programs.pdf
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/Resources.pdf
http://www.youthsuicidewarningsigns.org/
http://theguide.fmhi.usf.edu/pdf/2012PDFs/Statistics.pdf
http://www.youthsuicidewarningsigns.org/
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ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
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APPENDIX A: 

POSSIBLE PRECIPITATING EVENTS OF SUICIDE & RISK FACTORS  

(SOME CAUSES OF DISTRESS) 
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APPENDIX B: 

WARNING SIGNS 
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http://www.youthsuicidewarningsigns.org/
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APPENDIX C: 

THE BAKER ACT 
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http://bcps-mentalhealth.com/threatAssessment.php

