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Important Dates

2019 Bell Schedule
7:45am
8:20am
8:30am
8:30am
2:30pm
3:00pm

Breakfast service begins
Breakfast ends
School day begins
Tardy bell rings
Prekindergarten dismissal
K-5 dismissal

08/13

08/14
08/21
08/23
09/02

2019-2020 Meet & Greet
PreK – 9:00am
K-2 – 10:00am
3-5 – 11:00am
First Day of School
Picture Day
McDonald’s Night
Labor Day – No School

A Message From Our Principal

Remarkable Rock Island Family,
Welcome back for the 2019-2020 school year. I hope each of you are ready to join us as we
“Blast off to Proficiency and Beyond”! We have so much to look forward to this year. Our 20/20
vision is to receive an “A+” school rating which begins on the first day of school.
Our school has made improvements and we are now a “C” school. Here are a few
accomplishments to celebrate and share with you:
1. Congratulations to our school team for improvements in Mathematics! Our increase in
the percentage of scholars scoring a level 3, 4 or 5 on the
2019 Florida Standards Assessment of Mathematics places our school at 36 out of 2,088
Florida schools. We rank in the top 2% of all Florida schools for improvements in math.
2. Sixty-one percent of 3rd grade scholars scored a level 3, 4 or 5 on FSA Mathematics,
which is a 35% increase from 17/18.
1. Sixty-eight percent of 4th grade scholars made learning gains on FSA English Language
Arts, as compared to 19% in 17/18.
2. Forty-five percent of our graduating 5th grade scholars made learning gains on FSA
English Language Arts, as compared to 40% in 17/18.
I can only applaud our remarkable teachers and scholars from PK- K through fifth grade. We
should celebrate this accomplishment and strive to maintain these remarkable gains. Our
Primary scholars also made tremendous strides last year. Our school leadership team met this
summer to review our academic data and to set goals for this year. One goal is to prepare our
scholars to meet the criteria for promotion in lieu of an alternative to promotion criteria. Our
State standards are rigorous and require our scholars to fully embrace their academic success.
I look forward to collaborating with you as we continue to be a beacon of light and a
cornerstone of education in our beloved 33311 community. Our Annual Title I Open House will
be held on Wednesday, September 4, 2019 at 6:00 pm. You will be able to sign up for our
fabulous P.T.A. The cost is $7.00.
We will “Blast off to Proficiency and Beyond” as we achieve our 20/20 vision for student
success. Every scholar counts at Rock Island.
Warmest regards,
Mrs. Priester
Follow me @PrincipalRIE on Twitter.

A Message From Our Assistant Principal
Rock Island Parents,
Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! I am excited to welcome back all our returning and new “Rockets”.
The first few days of school are filled with teaching and establishing routines and expectations, getting to
know our students, and building new relationships. We will continue to emphasize our core values and
encourage you to reinforce them at home as well. These values permeate the building and encourage character
and integrity.
Be Respectful
Be In Control

Be Responsible
Be Kind

We have an exceptional staff this year and we are excited about the quality teaching and learning that will
take place this school year. Please contact your child’s teacher for suggestions on reinforcing academic
concepts at home.

Rock Island is using Class Dojo to encourage important skills, like working hard and participating. We will
also use it as a secondary communication tool as we can instantly share messages, updates and photos from
each class. It is the easiest way for you to see how your child is doing at school and get in touch with your
child’s teacher.
We encourage all families to sign up for Class Dojo! You can use it on any device: it is a simple, free mobile
app for iOS and Android, and can be used from any computer at www.classdojo.com.
Each teacher will text or email you to invite you to ClassDojo. Our school goal is for every family to connect
with us!
Please not that ClassDojo does not replace official communication nor replaces face-to-face
conferences or contact.
With your support, we will Blast off to Proficiency and Beyond and Achieve our Vision of an A in 2020!
Mrs. Rumble-Wise, Assistant Principal
-Mrs. Marie Rumble-Wise
@rumble_marie

CLASS ASSIGNMENTS

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
The first day of school is Wednesday, August 14th.
Parents of all grade levels, Pre-k through 5th, will be
permitted to escort their children to their classrooms
for the first two days of school. On those days, we will
need all adults to leave the campus by 9:00 am. Use
this opportunity to confirm with your child's teacher
how your child will go home. Your child will receive a
dismissal tag for his/her backpack signifying the
dismissal type (car, bus, east/west walker, east/west
biker, aftercare).

Class assignments will be distributed in
our cafeteria during our Annual Title I
Meet & Greet on the Tuesday, August
13, 2019. Please note the respective times
below.

Pre-K: 9 am
K-2: 10 am
3-5: 11 am
Class assignments will include classroom
schedules, room number, and teacher.

Complete all back to school forms online!

https://www.browardschools.com/backtoschool
onlineforms

2019 – 2020 School Safety Procedures
The safety of our staff and students are of the utmost importance. In order to ensure the safety of all our school
members during school hours and school-sponsored events, the following changes will take effect immediately at
the start of the 2019 – 2020 school year.

School Safe Guardian
Guardians will be on campus for the sole purpose of protecting our scholars. All members of “The
Guardian Program” have participated in intensive training to carry a firearm and know how to respond
to a threat. You may see our guardian performing duties, which will not include any direct interaction
with scholars in classrooms. The changes to the Safety & Security measures on the next page will be
effective on the first day of school. I thank you for your patience in advance. While I understand these are
major shifts for our families, the change is necessary and we will be there to support you.

Single Point of Entry
Rock Island Elementary has established a single point of entry. Parents, students, and visitors must
utilize the main gate to gain entry into the school by way of 19th street. Gates will open at 7:45am to
students and close promptly at 9:30 am. Should you wish to enter the school after 8:30am, you are now
required to call the front office. Please inform the front office of the reason for entering the campus, such
as late arrivals, early sign-outs, or meeting with support personnel.
The main gate will open at 2:30pm for Pre-Kindergarten dismissal and locked at 3:15pm after our
general dismissal. The same procedure exists for late pick-ups and early sign out from after care
programs. A staff member will be present at the gate during opening hours.

Campus Visitors
Visitors on campus must present valid photo identification in order to access our campus for volunteer
opportunities, parent-teacher conferences or meetings with support staff. Office staff will enter your
credentials into the Security Tracking and Response System (STAR). Students will not be released to
parents of guardians without valid identification.

Identification Cards
Staff, students, visitors, and volunteers are expected to wear photo identification while on campus at all
times. Students will be issued 2019 – 2020 identification cards on by August 30th. These ID cards will
remain with the classroom teacher at the end of the day and disseminated each morning. Visitors will be
issued a picture ID sticker after presenting a valid photo ID and credentials verified.
Should your child come home with their ID card, please return it with them the next school day. Report
all lost ID cards to the front office as soon as possible.

Emergency Drills
Parents will be notified of monthly drills in each monthly newsletter as well as via Parent Links and
ClassDojo. We will conduct a fire drill monthly as well as a Code Red drill. These drills serve to prepare
students and staff in the event of a critical incident on campus. Parents will be notified via parent link
prior to and at the conclusion of the drill. Additionally, two tornado drills will be conducted yearly.
We will prepare our students for acting proactively in drills and understand that some students may be
initially upset or scared. Our School Counselor and teachers will reassure students, but we encourage all
our families to have these critical conversations at home on the importance of conducting such drills.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact administration.

After School Programs (YMCA & 21st Century)
After School programs will adopt the same practices to ensure the safety and security of our staff and
students. After care staff will open gates upon parent request for early sign-outs. YMCA and 21st
Century will not dismiss before 5:00pm.
Students who are not involved in an approved after care program/activity must exit the campus by
3:15pm.

School Events
All parents and visitors will utilize the school’s single point of entry for school events. For events
during the school day, all parents will be required to produce valid photo identification and have
their credentials verified. Parents and visitors will be issued a photo ID that they must return at
the conclusion of their visit.
For evening events, parents and visitors will be required to sign the visitor’s log and will be
issued an event pass.
Transportation Entrance
Parents and visitors are not to utilize the bus entrance at arrival or dismissal. This ensures the
safety of our students and the transportation staff.
Student Uniforms
Rock Island is a Mandatory Unified Dress School. All students are expected to be in full uniform
daily. Periodic uniform checks will be conducted and parents notified of any infractions. Should
you need assistance with uniforms, please contact Ms. Overstreet, the school’s Social Worker at
754-322-8300.
Tops: Collared Polo
Grades PK – 2 (Navy blue-dark)
Grades 3 -5 (Red)
Bottoms: Skorts, shorts, pants (Khaki) non-cargo preferred
• Baggy & sagging pants are PROHIBITED
• Accessories (limit to school colors)
• Belt
• Jacket: (red, white or blue with zipper) preferred (write name in permanent marker on the
inside)
• Jean/denim material is PROHIBITED except for Fridays with school spirit/class t-shirt.
• Poncho (rainy day gear)
• Shoes (closed toe or sneakers; open toe shoes are prohibited
Attendance and Dismissal Procedures
Scholars must be ready to exit or enter their vehicle immediately. Parents please remain in
your vehicle. Scholars are to exit and/or enter the vehicle through the right passenger side door.
Scholars that are car riders are to enter vehicles in the CARLOOP. Parents are to display the car
rider sign to the left of the dashboard in the car window. This procedure ensures that all
parents/guardians pick up their child. All other scholars that do not ride home in a car, are
walkers or bus riders. Walkers dismiss from the atrium (flag pole). If you want to walk up, notify
the teacher that they should be dismissed as an east or west walker and you can pick them up
from the east sidewalk or atrium. We will strictly enforce this process daily.
Arrival: Scholars are allowed on campus at 7:45 am. Parents must remain with their scholar until
7:45 am. Gates lock promptly at 9:00 am and will remain secure until 2:00 pm. We appreciate
your patience.
Dismissal: Main entry gates will open at 2:00 pm for Pre-K dismissal and close again at 2:30 pm.
Gates will open again at 3:00 pm and close at 3:30 pm. It is imperative that you pick up your child
on time. Gates will lock promptly at 3:30 pm. Parents that arrive after that time will have to wait
patiently until 5:00pm.

Our 2019-2020 membership drive has begun!
Broward School Attendance Policy (policy 5.5)
states:
All compulsory age students are required to attend
school every day of the 180-day school year or the
equivalent on an hourly basis pursuant to the state
board of education. Parents of children of compulsory
school age are responsible for their child’s daily school
attendance. Because poor academic performance is
associated with nonattendance, schools will respond in a
timely manner to prevent the development of patterns
of non-attendance, which may indicate early signs of
truancy. Schools will collaborate with appropriate local
and state agencies that are involved in truancy
prevention, intervention, and judicial action.
Additional information related to attendance can also be
found in the current edition of the code of student
conduct approved, as school board policy.
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Here are some ways you can help out this
school year:
• Become a member of the PTA. It is
only $7 for the membership and it
gives you the ability to vote on how
we spend our funds at the
monthly PTA association meetings.
This doesn’t lock you into
volunteering or being present at all
the PTA events, it’s just a quick and
easy way to support our school.
• Participate in our events. We host a
variety of activities during the year.
Each month we host Dress Down
Day, where students pay $1.00 to
wear an outfit of their choice. We hold
quarterly dances, pancake breakfasts,
T-shirt sales, and a host of other
fundraising and service projects.
We are asking EVERY family to
participate.
• Volunteer. The PTA is a 100%
volunteer-run organization, so you
can support the PTA by offering
your skills and time. We have several
open coordinator positions, so please
take some time to see if you would be
able to help in any way. And the best
part about volunteering for the PTA
is you become part of a bigger
community here at Rock Island AND
become more actively involved in your
child’s education!

Parental Input into 2019-2020 Evaluations
Parents interested in providing input into the performance evaluations of Rock Island
Elementary School instructional and/or administrative employee evaluations many contact Ms.
Priester, Principal at (754) 322-8300 by April 1, 2020.

Title I Information & Updates

The School Board of Broward County Title I Center for Parent Involvement is located at 701
NW 31 Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311. For more information please contact Dr. Daniel at
754-322-5850 or visit www.broward.k12.fl.us/titleone/ (or call 754–321–1425).
The District Parent Involvement Policy
http://www.broward.k12.fl.us/sbbcpolicies/, LEA plan.
http://www.broward.k12.fl.us/titleone/parent-involvement-lea-plan.asp and
SPAR http://doeweb-prd.doe.state.fl.us/eds/nclbspar/index.cfm can be found at the respective
links.

2019/20 SCHOOL CALENDAR
For an accessible version of this calendar, visit browardschools.com/accessiblecalendar.
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Employee Planning
(no school for students)
Schools & Administrative
Offices Closed
Schools Closed
Report Cards Issued
Interim Reports Issued
Early Release Day
First & Last Day of School

Hurricane makeup days in order of preference: 10/17/19, 12/20/19, 2/20/20, 3/19/20, 4/9/20, 6/2/20

Open House
Meet & Greet
Title 1 Annual Public Meeting

Wednesday, September 4, 2019
Grade
Time
PK-1st
2nd-3rd
4th-5th
Open house is a time to meet your child’s
teacher, learn about curriculum, and listen
to procedural information.

We hope to see you there!

Time to celebrate! Our school has recently been recognized for our work implementing a school-wide Positive
Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS) framework. PBIS is a set of strategies based in behavioral and
biomedical science that enhances student quality of life and reduces problem behaviors. National research shows
that full implementation of this framework leads to improved student outcomes.
By establishing this framework, we are developing student skills, making changes to the school environment,
acknowledging appropriate student behavior, and using data to identify needed supports for our students.
As a result of this work, we are being recognized by the FLPBIS Project for achieving Silver PBIS Model School
status. This award demonstrates our commitment to positive and equitable outcomes for all students and helps us
celebrate our efforts as we progress toward full implementation of PBIS.
What is PBIS?
PBIS is a set of strategies based in behavioral and biomedical science that enhances student quality of life and
reduces problem behaviors. National research shows that full implementation of this framework leads to
improved student outcomes. By establishing this framework, we are developing skills, making changes to the
school environment, acknowledging appropriate behavior, and using data to identify supports for our students.
PBIS Framework
1. Build safe, positive school climates
2. Enhance and support effective school
systems
3. Include all stakeholder input and support
a) Faculty & staff
b) Students & families
c) Community members

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

PBIS Goals
Create environments that help students
achieve success
Develop positive, supportive
relationships among stakeholders
Prevent problem behaviors from
occurring
Teach appropriate behaviors
Acknowledge appropriate behaviors of
all stakeholders

What can you do as a family member to support PBIS?
Share your knowledge about how your child learns best and ways for supporting your child’s behavior,
including background and cultural information, with your child’s teacher and school staff.
Ask your child’s teacher about options for ensuring that home-school communication is maintained and
that positive experiences, as well as any concerns, can be discussed proactively.
Express your interest in your child’s education to your child and to his/her teacher. Talk to your child
about the importance of education and positive behavior. Ask your child for specific examples that
illustrate behavior demonstrating Tier 1 expectations throughout their day (e.g., “How did you show
Respectful behavior during math today?”)
Express your interest in the success of the school by reaching out to your child’s principal and
classroom teacher to ask for options for engaging with and participating in areas of importance to the
school.
Share your understanding of issues your child may be facing that could impact his or her behavior with
your child’s teacher. Ask your child’s principal and teacher how you can help to inform problem-solving
efforts by sharing your understanding of issues facing the school and community.

What can you do as a community member to support PBIS?
1. Share knowledge about community resources with school staff and family members.
2. Provide and support the school’s access to resources
3. Look for opportunities to reinforce behavioral expectations and provide acknowledgements to students
within community settings
For more information on our efforts, visit rockisland.browardschools.com.
To learn more about the FLPBIS Project Model School program, visit www.flpbis.org.

