
 

  

   

           

 

 

 
January 29th, February 5th, February 12th    – Tutoring 

   Camp - Science  

 

January 31st, February 7th, February 14th     – Tutoring 

   Camp - Math  

 

February 1st – Report Cards Issued  

 

February 8th   – SAC Meeting 7:45 a.m. 

 

February 13th  – Interims Issued 

 

February 16th    – 3rd Gr - Middle School Red and White  

   Dance   2:45 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

 

 February 19th     – No School – President’s Day 

 

February 22nd – Early Release 12:30 p.m. 

 

February 26th – March 7th – FSA/ELA Writing Testing 
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GUIDANCE NEWS YOU CAN USE: 

     We have successfully completed the first week of BSA 

2018 for our Grades 4 – 8 students.  The BSA tests the 

same standards and benchmarks of FSA 2018.  Our 

teachers and students have worked incredibly hard 

during Quarters 1 & 2 to prepare for the BSA and FSA 

Spring 2018!  This week, our Grade 3 students are being 

assessed for BSA, ELA, and MATH.  In addition, Grades 

5 – 8 participate in Science and Grade 7 in Civics.  Fliers 

and Parent Links have gone out regarding this important 

assessment and additional information can be found on the 

school website.  The data from the BSA helps us to 

determine individual student strengths and areas in need of 

remediation.  The FSA Spring test schedule will be 

coming out soon on our school website.  THANK YOU 

for your on-going support as we travel down the “Road to 

Success.’ 

LITERACY 

     Welcome Back! We hope you had a restful and 

enjoyable winter break! Half of the school year has 

passed and we have learned a lot; however, there's still a 

great deal of learning to go as we prepare to show what we 

know on the state assessments. Here are several helpful 

tips to assist in your preparation for "testing season": 

Read Daily 

Enjoy fiction and non-fiction text 

Follow-up reading by taking an AR Test 

Summarize what you read 

Limit the amount of television during the week 

Make connections with what you've read 

Recommend a good book to a friend  

 

ESE NEWS 

 
     The ESE & Support Services Department in 

collaboration with FDLRS Parent Services offers a variety 

of parent workshops and information for parents of 

students with disabilities such as:  behavior, learning, 

transition, evaluation, services, and academics. For more 

information call 754-321-3400. 

 

 

 

    

    

 VONDA L. OLIVER, PRINCIPAL          Jan. 26, 2018 SHARI BROWN, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR: 

 

 

 



 

 

2 

Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 

Greetings Families, 

  

     I hope 2018 is off to a great start for each of you.  We are very well in the swing of things here at 

school.  I call this time of year, "CRUNCH TIME."  The teachers are working extremely hard to help 

prepare our students for all upcoming assessments.  I have spoken with my teachers about the importance 

of being in school everyday and bringing their A game during this crucial time.  However, the teachers 

can't be the only ones who are held accountable for the success of the students.  Families, you play a 

HUGE role in your children's SUCCESS as well.  When students are chronically absent or tardy, they are 

missing vital instruction.  The teachers cannot go back and teach one student because they missed an 

assignment.  It is very important for students to be in school all day every day if we have hope for them 

demonstrating success in school.  The accountability level is extremely high on the upcoming FSA, and 

Science.  Teachers are teaching, assessing and re-teaching every two weeks.  If students are not in school 

they are missing this instructional cycle.  Students need to perform above the 50% range to demonstrate 

proficiency on the FSA.  Additionally, students need to increase their ability to sit and read lengthy 

passages in an allotted amount of time and respond to text.  These are things you can assist with by making 

sure your children are completing their homework with effort.  We will do our part at school, but it's a 

partnership and the home/school connection MUST be solid. 

     Help - Several of our students who are walkers are disrespecting homeowners’ properties as they walk 

to and from school.  Homeowners have filed reports with our School Resource Officers as a first line of 

defense.  However, the homeowners have decided if the destruction to their properties continues, they will 

call Coral Springs Police Department.  Speak with your children about respecting homeowners’ properties 

as they walk to and from school. 

 

     Safety - The front gate of the school will be locked effective immediately.  Students and parents are 

walking in areas that are not patrolled by Crossing Guards and are in danger of getting hit by a car.  I will 

not have that to happen on my watch.  Therefore, if students are to walk, they are to walk using either the 

North or South areas designated for walkers.  

 

     Field Trips/Dances, Etc. - Students with referrals will not be permitted to participate in any upcoming 

events for the 3rd quarter. Please work with us on instilling appropriate school behavior.  Some of our 5th 

grade students are thinking it's okay to fight and take matters into their own hands.  We will start imposing 

very stiff consequences for this type of behavior. 

 

     Retirees - Farewell and Good Luck to Charlie (our Head Facility Person), and Ms. Dulak, our school's 

IMT in the front office.  We wish them the best of luck as they enter into the second phase of their lives.  

     Thanks for supporting our school and helping to make sure the learning environment is safe for all.  I 

appreciate the concern and care from the majority of our parents. 

Until next time! 

Your Very Proud Principal, 

Ms. Vonda L. Oliver 
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HEAD START 

     The Head Start classes have been very busy studying a variety of subjects.  Ms. Simpson’s integrated Pre-K just 

completed learning about roads and buildings.  Now they are learning about pets.  Ms. Scott’s three year olds had 

fun learning about clothing and dressing up for the winter.  Now they are busy learning about nutrition and exercise.  

Timely with all the New Year resolutions!  Ms. Pouch’s four year olds are finding insects a fun study, and building 

the roads that we had learned about previously. 

KINDERGARTEN 

     We are so excited for the New Year. We have lots of fun and exciting new things to learn. We are also looking 

forward to the field trips we have planned this year. We just visited the Coral Springs Center for the Arts to see a 

performance of “Cat in the Hat”. The students had a blast! Soon we will be going to Safety Town to learn safety 

tips, and we will be learning how to swim at Mullins Park! 

 

    In Language Arts we are starting to read more fluently and continuing to read and use our sight words. They are 

great to practice at home. We have learned how to identify the characters, setting, the problem, the solution, the 

beginning, middle, and end of the book and if it is fiction or non-fiction. We have also been learning order of 

events. For example, what happens first, next, and last.  In Math we have learned how to read, write, and represent 

numbers 0 to 10 and how to compare groups of objects to see which group is greater than, less than, or equal to. We 

recently learned addition and how to create number sentences. Next is subtraction! The homework pages sent home 

are a great resource to reinforce these skills at home.  In Science we learned about living and non-living, real and 

pretend. We learned about animals, skin coverings, and what animals need. We recently learned the life cycles of 

butterflies and of frogs. Next, we will be learning about plants and what plants need to grow.  In Social Studies we 

learned why we celebrate America and American Symbols like the bald eagle, statue of liberty, and the White 

House, as well as why we celebrate our national holidays and other holidays celebrated around the world.  In 

Writing, we are learning how to use the words we have learned to form sentences. We are using those words to 

learn how to think, draw, write, and label our own writing. This allows us to create our own stories using words and 

pictures. We are also learning how to put our thoughts into sentences and using punctuation.  Homework - 

Calendar Math and Math worksheets are due Fridays. We do ask that students try to read one book every night. This 

greatly improves fluency.  

 

FIRST GRADE 

     Welcome to the second half of first grade. Your child has been busy reading, writing, adding, subtracting, 

investigating, experimenting, and demonstrating knowledge. Currently, we are administering the mid-year 

Benchmark Assessment System to all first graders. Reminder – a level J is needed for promotion to second grade. 

Your child’s teacher will schedule a second conference with you after all the testing has completed. Please make 

sure your child is reading every night as studies show children who read excel in school. Homework is an essential 

part of your child’s learning and it is important it is completed and ready for the next day. In addition, your child 

should be practicing his/her spelling words every night. Fluency and comprehension improves as your child 

recognizes and knows more words. If you have any concerns, please contact your child’s teacher immediately. 

Working together will ensure your child’s success in school! 

     Science - First Graders will continue to study the changes and the solid materials making up the Earth. Students 

will also broaden their knowledge by exploring how plants are different and what plants need. Students will explore 

the different types of animals and the characteristics that they all share. First Graders will learn new facts, make 

observations, and record what they see and learn. 
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FIRST GRADE (CONT’D) 

     Social Studies - In Social Studies, students will be learning about economics and how individuals and families 

make choices about meeting their needs and wants. Students will learn that families make choices about the need 

for buying groceries based on cost, availability, family or cultural customs, and personal taste. In addition, students 

will be exposed to businesses that provide goods and services to the community. 

     Math - 1st grade has learned addition and subtraction are related, they have also learned how to identify and use 

related facts. As the third quarter begins we will start off the new year with chapter six. In this chapter, students 

will count numbers to 120 and use tens and ones to make numbers.  A great at home activity would be to give your 

child a handful of craft sticks or straws and have them make as many groups of 10 as possible, tying bundles of 10 

with a rubber band. 

     Reading - In first grade we have been exploring the Main Idea and Details of a story. Previously, we have 

explored Sequencing stories and comprehension of stories. Ask your child what PIE stands for. Do they know? We 

are all very excited about reading. Please read with your child EVERY night. 

SECOND GRADE 
 

The second-grade teachers are excited to share what our students will be learning in the upcoming months 

of 2018. Please remember that by being in class by the 8:30 bell, your student can take on the day prepared and 

ready to learn. 

As we instruct and assess our students in the third quarter, please keep in mind that the main criterion for 

promotion to 3rd grade is passing the Primary Reading Test, which is given in May. Numerous studies show that 

reading every day improves fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension skills. So please remind your child to get in 

their daily 20+ minutes of reading. 

Here are more upcoming second-grade highlights: 

• READING - We will be learning more about cause and effect, facts and opinions, author’s purpose, main 

idea and details, text and graphic features, and story structure, all Florida E.L.A. Standards. 

• WRITING - Our focus will be on informational and opinion writing next. Using Core Connections 

strategies helps students connect reading with writing. This works well in preparation for the FSA tests, 

which start in third grade.  

• MATH - Students are learning strategies to tackle 2-digit subtraction, and, later, 3-digit subtraction and 

addition.  GO MATH classroom lessons are sent home each day. Please review them with your student 

before checking over his/her homework. In addition, daily math-fact practice through 20 can significantly 

improve your child’s mastery of sums and differences. (Math Florida Standard). 

• SOCIAL STUDIES - Our current unit of study is called “A Land of Immigrants.” After that, students 

will learn about “Citizens and Government.” Knowing how our country was formed and about our rights 

and responsibilities are important for our future citizens. 

• SCIENCE - We wrapped up our animal and plant life-cycle unit, and we’ll soon be exploring matter, 

energy, and forces of motion.  

• FIELD TRIP - On the lighter side, students will have the opportunity to go to the Broward Center, 

Amaturo Theater, on Tues., February 20. The Ballet for Young People will be presented by the Miami 

City Ballet School Ensemble. Students with good behavior will be invited to attend this exciting field trip. 

 Please continue to review your child’s planner and his or her go-home folder. These basic tools keep your 

student organized and keep you informed.  This helps all of us succeed on our continuing “Road to Success!” 
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THIRD GRADE  

     Greetings from Third Grade! With the FSA just around the corner, we have really kicked things into high gear. 

You may have noticed an increase in the quantity of your child’s homework, as our students are receiving more 

reading comprehension homework. This is in order to ensure our students are getting all the practice they need to be 

successful this spring. In the classroom, students are busy mastering fractions in Math. In Reading, students are 

learning to assess an author’s point of view, use text features, and identify strategies to aid in their comprehension. 

In Social Studies, students are getting involved in hands on activities that revolve around black history month.  

     There is quite a bit of testing happening at this time for your Third Grader. Having just finished up BSA, I-

Ready mid-year diagnostics assessments are fourth coming, as well as mid-year BAS testing. Be on the lookout for 

updates on your students’ academic standing, as determined by these assessments. It is important to review these 

results with both your child’s teacher and your child, so we can move forward to be successful on the FSA. 

     But it’s not all work and no play in third grade! We are about to enjoy our second field trip to the Coral Springs 

Museum of Art, giving our students an opportunity to experience a variety of beautiful works of art in person. We 

have one more up and coming field trip to be excited for this school year so be on the lookout for more information 

coming your way soon! 

FOURTH GRADE  

     Hello fourth grade families! Our students are as busy as bees learning how to write informative and opinion 

essays. This is in preparation for the upcoming Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) English Language Arts – 

Writing scheduled for March 6, 2018. If you peek into classrooms during the writing block, scholars can be seen 

creating evidence tables, composing different introductions, using their ideas to elaborate, citing evidence from the 

text, and correcting their capitalization, punctuation and spelling. 

     In reading, we will be working on vocabulary, understanding information presented in historical, scientific, or 

technical texts, interpreting visual information, text structure, firsthand and secondhand accounts, and making 

connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text. Additionally, we will 

be revisiting skills that were previously taught.  

     In math, students will continue learning about fractions, working with decimals, and then moving into geometry, 

measurement and data. 

     The grade continues to push steadily as we continuously review the data from assessments, make tweaks to 

instruction, and implement our ‘Crunch Time Plan’ to prepare the students for the rigors of the upcoming state 

assessments.  

     Teachers will be scheduling second semester parent-teacher conferences soon. However, please reach out if you 

have any questions or concerns. As always, please continue to practice the skills at home using the homework as a 

guide. Thank you for your support and assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6 

Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 

FIFTH GRADE 

     Greetings to our wonderful families! February and March are going to be busy months for us here at Coral 

Springs Pre-K-8 especially for our 5th grade students! We have a lot to look forward to as we continue to work 

towards mastery of our 5th grade standards. 

• Our ELA/READING block is chockfull of focused lessons on text structure, synthesizing information, 

figurative language, and much more!  

• In WRITING, we continue to work towards developing competence when responding to opinion and 

informational prompts. Lessons presented are focused on synthesizing information from multiple texts and 

developing well-formulated responses based on the main ideas presented in those texts. FSA Writing 

assessment will take place on March 6th! 

• SCIENCE has become very exciting as hands-on activities are being incorporated into our lessons. We are 

learning about forces and motion, matter, adaptations, and more! 

• In the area of MATHEMATICS, we continue to utilize problem-solving skills as we perform addition, 

subtraction, multiplication, and division of fractions. Please continue to encourage your children to practice 

math fluency facts each night. (We recommend https://login.i-ready.com/ and www.xtramath.org) 

Please pay special attention to flyers coming home, as important information regarding testing is forthcoming.  

     Remember that our 5th graders will be tested in Writing, Reading, Mathematics, and Science!  Homework that is 

being assigned is practice for skills that students will need to master for promotion to middle school. Students 

should also be reading every night for at least 30 minutes! (For reading, we suggest https://login.i-ready.com/ and  

www.tumblebooks.com!)  

     BEHAVIOR- Some behavior issues have arisen and administration would like to stress that privileges will be 

taken away from students who continue to break rules and make poor choices. Honor Roll will not be granted to 

children with 3’s in any area. Encourage your children to follow the rules and explain why rules are necessary to 

function effectively in society. Referrals will be written when and as often as necessary! 

     Thank you parents and guardians for your continued support! We are more than half way there! Let’s keep up the 

hard work towards making 2018 one of the best years ever! 

SPECIALS 

     ART:  Wow!  It’s 3rd quarter and I’m excited to say that our students have gone above and beyond to show us 

their artistic talents.  All grades will continue to use the 7 elements of design (line, color, texture, form, space, 

shape, and value) in their work.  They will make both 2D and 3D art along with incorporating science and writing 

into their artwork.  Coral Springs student artists are amazing!  Keep up the great work. 

     SCIENCE:  This quarter students will be learning all about renewable and non-renewable natural resources and 

how to conserve them.  Are you familiar with granite, marble, salt, talc, and diamonds?  Students are in for a treat, 

as they will also participate in hands-on activities where they will explore the rock cycle and the properties of 

minerals while expanding their science vocabulary.  At home you can help your child make connections by pointing 

out the natural resources, rocks, and minerals they come into contact with each and every day.  Happy hunting! 
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SPECIALS 

     MEDIA:  During this quarter, I will be training all grades on the Digital Direct Axis 360 e-book reading program.  

This is a partnership between Broward County Public Schools and the Public Library to provide students access to 

many electronic resources to boost their educational program.  Students will log in using their 10 digit student 

number as their user name and the last 4 digits of this number as their password.    Also, there will be much focus this 

quarter on research as we approach Black History Month.  Coming in March will be the Reading Across Broward 

deadline.  Remember to complete your log sheets! 

     PE:  In the first part of the quarter, the focus will be on applying locomotor skills and locomotor concepts in a 

variety of movement settings.  We will then move on to jump rope skills and activities, which culminates in our Jump 

Rope For Heart Celebration and fundraiser to assist the American Heart Association in the fight against heart disease 

and strokes. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 

     Ms. Cotton’s class is working hard as we head into the second half to prepare for the Florida Standards 

Assessments and FSA Writing.  In reading, the class is working on Scientific/Historical text and text structure 

(compare/contrast, cause and effect, etc.)  In writing, the students are learning to use their opinion and information 

from the author to write a five-paragraph opinion essay.  In Math, the students are being introduced to adding and 

subtracting fractions.  Please ensure that your child is completing homework daily, as this will be good practice for 

the skills we are working on in class.  Also, I-Ready (internet required) can be accessed from home for additional 

support in Reading and Writing.  Each student is expected to read for twenty to twenty-five minutes each night.  This 

will strengthen their reading fluency and increase their vocabulary.  Thanks for all that you do.  Together, we can 

make progress on this road to success!!! 

     In Mr. Bloomberg’s class, the students are continuing to buckle down for April.  We are working on our reading 

comprehension and our writing skills.  In math, we are working on fractions and pieces of a whole.     

     In Ms. Forbes’ class, Kindergarteners will continue to blend sounds, and identify letters and sounds. They will 

engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. LAFS.K.RL.4.10.  Students will be able to 

demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic feature of print. They will follow along when a story is 

being ready by following words left to right, top, to bottom and identify words that are separated by 

spaces.  LAFS.K.RF.1.1. Students will practice counting to 100 by ones and by tens. MAFS.K.CC.1.1 They will be 

identifying whether the number of objects in one group is greater than, less than, or equal to the number of objects in 

another group, using taught strategies. MAFS.K.CC.3.6 

     First graders will continue to sound out consonant vowel consonant (CVC) and consonant vowel constant (cvvc) 

words. Students will practice decoding one and two syllable words. LAFS.1.RF.3.3  In math, students will be 

applying properties of operation, and adding and subtracting within 20 using doubles (MACC.1.OA.2.3 and 

MACC.1.OA.3.6) They will also count to 100 by 1's, 5's, and 10's. MAFS.1.OA3.5.   Second graders will be 

reviewing consonant vowel consonant words. They will apply strategies that have been taught to successfully read a 

list of cvvc words and words ending with "e". Students will be reading short passages and answering comprehension 

questions. LAFS.2. RI.1.1 They will be able to determine what is the author's purpose in a text. In math, students will 

continue working on subtracting with and without regrouping and solving multi-step word problems. 

MAFS.2.NBT.2.6.  Third grades will continue to work on cvvc and words with "e" at the end. They will write 

an opinion piece about a book or topic.  
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SPECIAL EDUCATION (CONT’D) 

      LAFS. 3.W.1.1 Students will also determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

distinguishing literal language and describe characters in a story and explain their actions. In math, students will be 

reviewing fractions as a quantity and a whole. They will be learning how to tell time to the nearest 

minute. MAFS.3.NF.1.1 and MAFS.3.MD.1.1.  Students, continue working hard, you are on the road to success.  

     In Ms. Gelman’s class, in reading we are working on Main Idea and Details, as well as reviewing Sequencing 

and Authors Purpose. In Writing we are working on Informational Writing. In Science we have been working on 

Earth’s Resources and how they help us with everyday living, and in Social Studies we have been wrapping up 

Maps and Globes, learning how to locate different places around the world. In Math we are currently learning about 

Tens and Ones, along with how to use a Hundreds Chart. 

     In Mrs. Rosenberg’s class, we enjoyed our Holiday show & Gingerbread house making with lots of parent 

participation!!  We also enjoyed our field trip to our neighborhood Publix at Brookside Square during our study of 

“Our Community.”  Thus far, we have reviewed the following letters:  N, W, P, H, M, A, B, K, D, F in our Letter 

People curriculum.  In the third quarter, we will be completing theme 4 (Health & Nutrition) and theme 5 (The 

Earth, Our Home).  We will be learning the following letters:  O, C, E, Y, G, T, S, R.  We continue to work on 

counting and number recognition.  Please continue to work with your children on the letters and numbers.  Thanks 

for all your support. 

     In Ms. Dowling’s resource room, students are hard at work on ELA/Math standards while learning strategies that 

they can utilize to understand new concepts.  Their goals are being incorporated in every day learning.  Students 

will be reading about “Matter” and “Civil Rights.” They will be working on citing evidence to critical content and 

applying what they learn on classroom projects.  In math, students are working on fractions with unlike 

denominators.  We are going to learn multiple strategies to work problems out. As the quarter progresses, students 

will read about presidents, historic women, and the environment. We will be working very hard to show what we 

know and that we will be ready for whatever comes our way.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


