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Dear BCPS Community, 

As we embark on a new academic journey, I am delighted to extend a heartfelt 
welcome to each of you. The start of the school year is a time filled with anticipation, 
excitement, and the promise of new opportunities. 

We are proud to announce that Broward County Public Schools had earned an “A” 
rating, a testament to the hard work, dedication, and excellence of our students, 
staff, and community. 

I invite you to stay connected with us through our newsletters, social media channels, 
and school events as we embark on this journey together. Thank you for being a vital 
part of our Broward County Public Schools family. 

Here’s to a year filled with learning, growth, and endless possibilities! 

Warm regards, 

Lori Alhadeff 
Chair and Certified School Board Member, District 4 

ATTENTION District 4 is hosting CONNECT with District 4 
Monday, September 23, 2024 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 

Parkland Bagels • 7111 N. State Road 7• Parkland, FL 33067 
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2024 SCHOOL GRADES 
CELEBRATING OUR “A” RATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

AND DISTRICT 4 RESULTS! 
I am proud that Broward County Public Schools earned an A rating from the 
Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) for the first time since 2011! Even 
better, BCPS had zero D or F graded schools for the first time since the state 
implemented school grades in 1999. 

District 4 schools also received strong grades from the FLDOE. Sixteen schools 
received A grades, including five that were new to the “A List”. 

  

  

  

  

 

 • Ten District 4 schools reported higher grades versus last year.
 • Just six schools received C grades, the fewest of any district at BCPS. 

These results reflect the hard work of our students, the commitment of our 
teachers, the dedication of our administrators and staff and the tireless 
support of our parents and families. Congratulations! Keep up the great work! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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Monday, August 12, 2024 
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

On the bus early in the morning on the first day of the 
2024/25 School Year! From left, Vice Chair Debbi 
Hixon, Chair Lori Alhadeff, our wonderful bus 
conductor, and Superintendent Dr. Howard Hepburn. 

Mrs. Alhadeff and Dr. Hepburn flank Marilou 
Raham from J.P. Taravella High School 

Mrs. Alhadeff joins the cafeteria assembly 
line at J.P. Taravella High School on the first 
day of school. 

Dr. Hepburn joins Vice Chair Hixon, Chair Alhadeff 
and Countywide At-Large Board member Dr. Allen 
Zeman, plus members of the cafeteria team at J.P. 
Taravella High School on the first day of school. 
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SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT 

J. P. Taravella High School 
What is the school known for? 
Taravella is a diverse family of students, parents/guardians, faculty, staff, community 
members, and business partners. It is home to many outstanding programs in both 
academics and career tech, offering AICE/Cambridge, AP & Dual Enrollment for 
College Credit, Engineering, Early Childhood, Culinary, Health/Science, VEI Business/ 
Entrepreneurship, Fashion, Gaming/Animation Programming, Art, Drama, Photography, 
Band, all the traditional HS programs, and much more. Please visit their website at: 
www.browardschools.com/tarvella for more information. 

What is J.P. Taravella proud of right now? 
During the 23/24 School Year J.P. Taravella moved the lever on its school grade going 
from a C to a B. It is now a proud “B” rated school and just 25% shy of an “A”. School 
staff is diligently working on ensuring that they move the lever again in the 24/25 School 
year and are committed to making the “A”. 

Left to right: School Board Vice Chair 
Debra Hixon, Chair Lori Alhadeff, 
Superintendent Dr. Howard Hepburn, 
Principal Marietta DeArmas, and 
Todd LaPace 

From Principal DeArmas: 

On August 12, 2024, the first day of school, JPT had the pleasure to welcome Superintendent Dr. 
Howard Hepburn, and School Board Members Lori Alhadeff and Debra Hixon, as well as other 
District personnel. Dr. Hepburn interacted with students, was very warm with our faculty and staff, 
and emitted Trojan Pride. 

We could really tell that Dr. Hepburn and the School Board Members are elated about BCPS being 
an “A” District. As they walked around school, they provided Q&As for students regarding the Cell 
Phone Policy, Metal Detectors, and more. We at JPT are a FAMILY and it was very nice to see that 
our Superintendent feels the same way. We are very blessed to have Dr. Howard Hepburn at the 
helm. 
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DISTRICT UPDATES 

Metal Detectors 

As an added layer of security, metal 
detectors have been added at all 
BCPS High Schools and a majority of 
centers. Despite initial implementation 
challenges on the first day of school, 
the school entry process has improved 
significantly and is now a seamless 
operation. This is a major investment 
approved by the School Board and a 
huge step forward in ensuring we keep 
weapons from coming on campus. 

Students from West Broward High School created a terrific video to highlight the easy 
process of passing through metal detectors. Watch their video at
https://www.eduvision.tv/l?RtyyDgm, or click the image above to view. 

Updated Wireless Device Policy 
The School Board has taken a bold step 
by updating its wireless device usage 
policy across all grade levels. 

Effective on August 26, 2024, students 
cannot use their wireless communications 
devices during the entire school day, 
including lunch or between classes. All 
devices must be powered off or placed in 
airplane mode, silenced and stowed 
away as directed by the classroom 
instructor. 

We believe this action will serve our 
students in the long run by helping them 
focus on learning, reconnecting with their 
peers and limiting the time they spend on 
social media during the school day. 

To learn more about the updated policy, visit 
browardschools.com/wirelessdevices 
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Focus Parent Portal 

Broward County Public Schools (BCPS) is 
excited to introduce Focus, a new Student 
Information System (SIS) for the 2024/25 
school year. This system provides easy 
access to school information, student 
schedules, attendance, and grades. 

For more information visit, 
browardschools.com/focus 

District 4 Parents, 

It's easy to enroll and register your students 
with the new FOCUS app. 

As a reminder, legacy systems including 
 

no longer be maintained. FOCUS 
integrates everything you need in 
one location. 

Sign up and sign in TODAY! 
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YOU ARE INVITED 

Join School Board Chair and District 4 Representative

Lori Alhadeff
to

CONNECT WITH DISTRICT 4
Monday, September 23, 2024

10 a.m. to Noon
at

PARKLAND BAGELS & DELI
7111 N. State Road 7
Parkland, FL 33067
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DISTRICT 4 FACILITIES UPDATE 
 Click on the link or 

images below to review the latest news and updates on District 4 Smart 
renovations. 

bcpssmartfutures.com/district4 

 
Simply click on the image to review updates through March 30, 2024. 
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