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Hello Cypress Families,  
 
We hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and enjoyed some 
time off with your family and friends. As we have move into 
wintertime, we are approaching the end of 2020 and half of the school 
year is nearly over, however we will still have so much more to do.  
 
Thank you to the parents, who have scheduled conferences with their 
child’s teacher, who read with their child every night to make them 
become better readers and for the parents, who have dedicated their 
time into helping Cypress grow and make strides towards receiving 
that “A” we deserve. I cannot express enough how much your 
participation helps us better our school. You all truly are amazing 
parents and we could not get through the year without you all. 
 
Coming up this month we have Light Up Cypress. It will be a fun 
event for our students. I hope you have a relaxing and restful Winter 
break as you spend time with family and friends. We look forward to 
seeing you children back and ready to learn on Monday, January 4th!  
 
As always, please make sure to read with your child every day and let 
us know if you need anything. We are here for you! Please remember 
Our single point of entry is the front office. Just a reminder, our 
school hours are from 8:00am-2:00pm. Breakfast is from 7:30am – 
7:50am for children having breakfast.  
 
 
Luckiest Principal,  
Vanessa Schnur 

 
 

 December 17th  
Light up Cypress 

 Dec. 21st-Jan. 1st                
Winter Break  

 Jan. 7th 
Early Release 

 Jan. 18th-Martin Luther King  
No School  
 

        Stay Connected - Parent Link  
These are informative calls 
and emails from Broward 
Schools and Cypress 
Elementary. If you are not 
receiving them, contact Ms. 
Fargas at 754-322- 6050. 
Be sure your contact 
information is up to date. 
 

 

 
  “Start where you are. Use what you 

have. Do what you can.” 
Arthur Ashe 

 
 
 
 

 Quote of the 
Month 

“We Are The Authors Of Our Own Success!” 

Mission Statement 
Cypress Elementary staff is 
dedicated to meeting the 
educational needs of ALL 
students in a safe learning 
environment. 
 

Principal’s Message December 2020 

851 SW 3rd Avenue 
Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Phone: 754-322-6050      
Fax: 754-322-6090 

Principal: Vanessa Schnur, Principal 
Assistant Principal: Claudine Dunbar-Creary 



 
Grab and Meals avaible for pick up on  Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:30am-9:30am 

Power Up! With the Broward County Public Schools Food and Nutrition Services Department. The Food and Nutrition Services Department 
is currently serving free meals to all students using the waiver granted by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). The free 
meals will end on December 31st, 2020.  
 
Starting January 4th, 2021, student meals will be served according to the student eligibility (free, reduced or paying). To apply for Free or 
Reduced - Price meals, please complete an application online at www.myschoolapps.com.  Approval of meal benefits application may 
provide additional assistances with district programs. 

 

 
 

Cafeteria 
Information 
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Reading Behaviors 
-Struggling ELLs are focused on completing assignments.  
-Struggling ELLs narrowly believe reading is decoding and pronouncing words correctly.  
-Struggling ELLs view their two languages as separate and unrelated  
-Struggling ELLs may lack a biliterate perspective.  
-Struggling ELLs fail to integrate prior knowledge and experiences. 
 -Struggling ELLs don’t ask the questions that guide reading and thinking. 
 
Reading Behaviors of Successful English Language Learners 
-Successful ELLs hold positive self-images of themselves as readers.  
-Successful ELLs read in broad phrases.  
-Successful ELLs understand the relationship between their two languages.  
-Successful ELLs search for cognates (words that are similar in both languages).  
-Successful ELLs make connections between themselves and the text.  
-Successful ELLs reflect on the meaning of the text. 
 
The Importance of Dinner  
Did you know that sitting down to dinner can improve a child’s vocabulary? Researchers found that 
children who sat down with their families to eat a meal every night and engaged in conversation had 
greater vocabulary knowledge than children who didn’t. In addition, they found high-quality mealtime 
talk gave children a chance to ask questions, tell and listen to stories, learn about the world around 
them, and build social skills. For children whose native language is not English, dinner provides an 
opportunity for social and cognitive development in their native language, laying the foundation for 
underlying competencies (such as background and conceptual knowledge) that will benefit these 
children as they learn to speak English. 
 
Don’t hesitate to ask Mrs. Fabiana Spiteri anything related to ESOL or your ELL students! 

     ESOL Information 



 
 
 
 

                                                                                    

 Season’s Greetings CYE Parents and Families! It’s hard to 
believe that the holidays are here as they look much different from what 
we are used to. Throughout the first half of the year students have been 
learning different strategies to understand and manage their emotions 
with the Zones of Regulation Program and daily mindfulness exercises. 
These skills can help them cope with not being able to gather with family 
and friends and engage in typical holiday traditions as they normally would 
during this time. To help boost your child’s mental, emotional, and physical 
wellbeing during the holiday break try engaging in some of these 
mindfulness activities with them.  

 Go for a mindfulness walk and notice the things around you.  
 Practice gratitude and think of three people in your life you are 

grateful for.
 Give lots of hugs to those you live with.
 Draw a picture, color, or journal together. 
 Dance together
 Do a mindfulness breathing exercise, GoNoodle has some great family 

activities.

Happy Holidays and take care of yourselves and each other.  
 

 Counselor Corner 
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Student eLearning Success at Home 
Mute you mic when not speaking    Raise your virtual hand to ask questions     
Limit background noises     Dress appropriately      
Take care of all tech devices     Have passwords and supplies ready to go   
Do not share passwords      Think before you post/respond  
Engage in Mindfullness activites    Participate & stay fcoused       
Write down assingments/deadlines     Set timers to manage your time 
Find a comfy spot without distractions to work    Log in & out of courses/shut down technology daily  
Follow schedule and be on time for class meetings                Reach out to your school counselor if you need help 



                                           
       

 

 
 
 

 
 
Keep Skills Sharp During Winter Break 
 
Winter break means a well-deserved reprieve from homework and daily obligations. But 
before you know it, the holidays will be over and it will be back to the bus stop. To prepare 
for a smooth re-entry and a successful second semester, don't let school skills like reading, 
writing, and math slide completely during winter vacation. Try these family-friendly activities 
to keep skills sharp: 
 
Read for pleasure. Whether your child is in the mood for holiday stories like The Night Before 
Christmas, winter break provides the perfect opportunity to stash schoolbooks and read for 
fun. Encourage relatives to give books as holiday gifts or gather in front of the fire (big kids 
too!) to take turns reading from classic tales. Visit sites like https://www.getepic.com/ for 
online books. 
 
Cook up an easy lesson.  Invite your child into the kitchen to help you whip up a special 
dish – from Christmas cookies to potato pancakes.  All of those half-tablespoon and 
quarter-cup measurements are great practice with fractions. 
   
Write thank-you notes. Penning notes of appreciation to gift-givers teaches gratitude and 
helps polish writing and spelling skills.   
  
Make the most of car rides. Turn the drive to or from a holiday get-together into an 
opportunity to practice letters and numbers. You can look for license plates from different 
states, try to find the alphabet on the license plates, or count the number of red (or white 
or green) cars you see. 
  
Maintain reasonable bedtimes. With no school to get up for in the morning, it can be 
tempting to let kids become night owls. A few days before school starts up again, ease 
back into the regular bedtime schedule so your child can start the year bright-eyed. 
  
Ask for grocery list assistance. Have your child help choose what to buy, decide how 
much you need, check your supplies to see what you've already got, write or draw 
pictures on the list, and sort coupons. 
  
  
Have a family game night. Chances are many of your family's favorite board and card 
games reinforce skills such as counting, reading, and drawing. Gather the group to play 

 Reading Corner 
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The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, 
disability, gender identity, gender expression, genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation. 
The School Board also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Individuals who wish to file a 
discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call the Director, Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department & 
District’s Equity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at 754-321- 2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158.  

 

 


