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6th Grade
Ms. Dias—Assistant Principal

Team Rickards...Launching into Excellence!

754-322-4419
Ms. Clarke—Guidance
754-322-4431

Code.org

7th Grade

Students are thinking about computers as machines that solve information
problems. Students begin by building a common definition for a computer
that focuses on functionality instead of specific hardware. They then
explore the ways that computers approach problems. For their final
project, students propose an app that could be used to solve a problem of
their choosing. This lesson dives deeper into the concept of processing that
was introduced as part of the definition of a computer.

Dr. Drake—Assistant Principal
754-322-4414
Mr. Bascome—Guidance
754-322-4411

8th Grade
Ms. Sheffield—Assistant Principal
754-322-4416
Ms. Patterson—Guidance
754-322-4433

Math & Science Family Night

Ms. Sookdeo’s 8th graders are working to put a deck of cards in order as a form of processing
information. This activity guides students to comprehend what processing means within the
context of solving information problems.

October 11th is Math & Science
Family Night. Come to Rickards
at 6pm to find out all
about STEAM, Thinking Like a
Scientist, and Science Fair
Expectations.

Principal’s Corner
Rickards Golf Team
Greetings Rickards Community,
I’m pleased to share this message with you and bring you up to speed on some
exciting projects at Rickards Middle. We are glad to be back at work with our
students after a very challenging situation with Hurricane Irma. Hurricane Irma
caused serious damages to our school: ceiling, roof, trees, classrooms, and portables.
However, thanks to the great work of our custodial and administrative staff, as well
as the prompt attention of Broward County Public School District offices, we received
the support we needed to be able to open and welcome our students. I also want to
recognize the great effort of our partners in the Broward Sheriff’s Office at Oakland
Park. They demonstrated true support and diligence to ensure our school was
protected while we didn’t have power.
October is a month of great activities at Rickards Middle. We start with our Health
and Wellness Fair on Saturday, October 7th at 11am. This is a fantastic opportunity
for our community to obtain free exams and prizes. We will also celebrate Hispanic
Heritage, as is our tradition at Rickards Middle, and much more.
This month I want make an emphasis on parental involvement. It is essential that you
learn and know how your child is progressing in school academically and socially. We
are fortunate to have a wide variety of extra-curricular programs for our students,
but we also provide academic assistance through our Homework HELP Academy. If
you want to follow up on your son or daughter’s grades and attendance daily, you
must create a Pinnacle account at www.browardschools.com/sso.
Remember, when you’re involved, you can participate actively, discuss progress, help
us address students’ concerns by being informed, and celebrate your child’s
accomplishments.

Congratulations to the
Golf Team for the first
match in Rickards Middle
School history! Daniel
Ophime, Anthony
Nowell, Marcello
Betances, Nathaniel
Miller, and Natavia
Johnson represented
Rickards and played
great against opponents
Indian Ridge and Blair
Middle. Despite finishing
in third place, the team
learned a lot from their
opponents and
had a blast at Cooper
Colony Country
Club. Their next match is
the BCAA Golf
Championship at
Woodmont Country Club
on Thursday, October
5th. Good luck and go
Rockets!

Finally, on September 28, 2017, we sent home the Interim Progress Report for the
first marking period. Please ask your child for it. It contains the grades, attendance,
and conduct information. Please take a moment to have a good discussion with you
child and take advantage of our student academic support programs.
Let’s continue to make it great year.
Washington B. Collado, Principal

2017 RMS Golf Team

Homework Help is Monday-Thursday, from 3:45-4:45 in the Media Center.

2

Humane Society Drive
The Rickards Community is coming
together to have our most successful
Humane Society Drive yet! We have
donation wish lists in each
classroom. By donating one of these
items, you can bring comfort and
healing to pets in our local Humane
Society. Students can participate
through their 3rd period class. The
class with the most donations will

receive an ice cream
party provided by Student Council
and NJHS. *Please remember, no dry
pet food is permitted.
P.S. – The annual Harvest Drive is
starting up soon. Start collecting non
-perishables you wish to donate!
More information will be provided
soon.

“Helping others without expecting anything in return is what true selfworth is all about.”
-Gavin Bird
Character Education
Guidance Corner
Rickards' Rockets are on the
move! Each student will
receive individual counseling to
discuss their Academic and
Personal goals for the 2017-18
school
year.
Look
out
for the Rocket Goal Creator
sheet
and
find
out
what each student's vision is
for this school year.
Also, the grade level School
Counselors will be visiting each
classroom to discuss Broward
County's Anti-Bullying Policy.
Take this time as an
opportunity to discuss what
Bullying is and how it can be
prevented.
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September’s character trait of
the month was Cooperation.
We honor 3 students who listen
and encourage others, think
before acting, communicate
calmly, follow as well as lead,
recognize strengths and needs
of the group, and set common
goals. These character award
winners were:
Grade 6: Kyle Williams
Grade 7: Milena Melendez
Grade 8: Evelyn Zamora-Bonilla
October’s character trait of the
month is Responsibility. We will
be looking for students
that take ownership of their
thoughts, words, and actions.
Look for the winners in the next
edition of Rocket Trails!

Literacy Corner
Language Arts classes are
beginning an exciting unit
on Argumentative writing.
The ability to persuade,
convince,
or
change
someone’s opinion is a
powerful
communication
tool. Students will present
arguments in a way that is
persuasive by examining
and expressing their point
of view using facts, logic,
and reason.

Civics held Constitution Day on September 26th where 7th graders
gained a greater understanding of the Constitution. The entire school
showed support by wearing red, white, and blue!

Social Studies Department

Mrs. Bethell’s 6th grade Language
Arts classes worked in groups to
paraphrase information.

4

Math Department
Parental Input
for
2017- 2018
School Evaluations
Parents interested in
providing input into the
performance evaluations of
Rickards Middle
School’s instructional and/
or administrative employee
evaluations may contact
our office at
(754) 322-4400 by April 13,
2018.

6th, 7th, and 8th grade Math
students completed their first cycle
of testing at the end of September.
Students will be analyzing these
scores to evaluate their strengths
and weaknesses to set their
learning goals.
Starting in October, Math and
Science students will work
collaboratively to complete
monthly, home-based
STEAM challenges where
students become innovators and
problem-solvers.

6th grade Math students in Ms. Folkes’ class work in groups to
classify and sort rational numbers.

Science Department

Social Emotional Learning
_______________________
During the month
of October, we will focus on
Self-Awareness. We will
have explicit instruction on
how to recognize personal
qualities and external
supports provided at
Rickards Middle School.

Science is continuously working on inquiry activities. Students participate in many
hands-on laboratory experiments where posing a question, coming up with a strong
hypothesis, conducting an experiment, collecting data, and forming conclusions are
all part of thinking like a scientist.
Field Trips: We have an exciting field trip planned in October to visit Everglades Park
where students will learn all about the Everglades and get the amazing opportunity
to ride on an airboat!

Mrs. Balog’s 6th grade students are busy working in scientific teams on inquiry
activities where they get to practice thinking like a scientist.
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RMS Sports Schedule
DAY

DATE

TIME

SITE

OPPONENT

Mon

10/2

3:30pm

Deerfield

Deerfield-Soccer

Mon

10/2

4:00pm

Tradewinds

Thurs

10/5

4:00pm

Wimberly Field

Thurs

10/5

TBA

Tues

10/10

4:00pm

Multiple SchoolsCross Country
William DandySoccer
Multiple SchoolsGolf
Parkway-Soccer

Thurs

10/12

TBA

Woodmont
Tamarac
Lauderhill Sports
Complex
Markham Park

Multiple Schools–
Cross Country

OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Health & Wellness Fair-Saturday

Oct 7
11am

SAC/PTSA Meeting

Oct 10
8am

RMS Scholastic Book Fair

Oct 11– Oct 18

Math Parent Night

Oct 11
6pm to 8pm

NJHS and Student Council Meeting

Oct 12
4pm to 5pm

Middle School Leardership Workshop—Western High School

Oct 14
8am to 6pm

Rickards Salutes

Oct 16
6pm to 8pm

End of 1st Quarter—Early Release

Oct 19

No School—Teacher Planning

Oct 20

Red Ribbon Week

Oct 23-Oct 31

ESE Parent Night

Oct 24
6pm

NJHS and Student Council Meeting

Oct 25
4pm to 5pm

Hispanic Heritage Family Night

Oct 26
6pm

Picture Day

Oct 31

