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    Mrs. B. Rothman, Ed.S. 

 

Happy New Year To All! 

I certainly hope that this newsletter finds you in good health and spirits. As we hit the mid-year 

mark, trust me when I say that the rest of the school year will zoom by. It will be quicker than 

lightning, indeed! 

This month, our staff will be reviewing mid-year individual student progress and “recalibrating” 

instructional pathways so that students can stretch their learning gains. With that said, I ask that 

you please ensure that your child attends school regularly as well as on time. Please know that we 

are all here to work with you as a team. The elementary school years lay the foundation to a bright 

future. Thank you for helping us groom our scholars. 

May this year bring you and your family much love and health! 

With Much Gratitude, 

Principal B. Rothman, Ed. S. 

Dear Parents,  
 
I hope that everyone had a pleasant Thanksgiving filled with much love and joy! It’s hard to 
believe that we are closing in on the 2021 year. There is much to celebrate thus far, and our 
students have been working very hard to close any achievement gaps. Eligible students are also 
enjoying clubs such as Basketball Club and Planeteers to name a few. Our dedicated Instructional 
Coaches have used their talents to write and receive grants that will enhance the Extended 
Learning Opportunities that we are able to provide as a Title I School. One of our school initiatives 
revolves around building our students’ math fluency. We have a schoolwide “Math Wizard” time 
that provides students with a brief math fluency practice. Students who meet the grade level goal 
will be invited to our Math Wizard Party on January 7th. Please help your child learn his/her math 
facts. You may wish to ask your child’s teacher for additional information. Indeed, the month of 
December will bring many memorable opportunities! 
 
Warmly, 
 
Principal B. Rothman, Ed.S.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Dear Forest Hills Families, 
 
Welcome to January 2022! It’s a NEW YEAR! I sincerely hope that everyone was able to 
have a restful Winter Holiday and had the opportunity to enjoy time with family and 
friends.  
 
Realizing that students have received awesome gifts over the winter holiday, I wanted 
to remind parents that toys should not come in to school as they become a disturbance 
during the instructional day.  
 
I also wanted to remind you that each school year each student should have a minimum 
of two parent-teacher conferences. Let’s all stay abreast of how our students are 
performing, and how you can further assist at home. Have a great month! 

 
Educationally Yours, 
Derrick L. Huff, Ed.S. 

 
 



SBBC website: 

browardschools.com/foresthills 

 

  
                            

 

                                

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events: 

 

Date: Event: 

1/7 Math Wizard Party (for select students during school) 

1/10 Early Release Day  
(Pre-K 11:15 am dismissal / Grades K-5 11:50 am dismissal) 

1/11 Employee Planning 
(no school for students) 

1/13 JA BizTown Field Trip  
Grade 5  

1/17 Schools & Administrative Offices Closed 
(Observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday)  

1/31 Class & Club Pictures (All Day) 

TBA SAC/SAF/PTO 
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From the Desk of Amanda Bitton 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year Forest Hills families, I cannot believe it is already 2022!!! I hope you all had 

a wonderful holiday break with your loved ones. We have been very busy here at FHE these 

past few months, your child has been working extremely hard at school. It has been so fun 

being able to go into the classrooms and do fun activities with them. Last month, we focused 

on holidays that are celebrated around the world, and the importance of cooperation here at 

school and in the community. We also, continue to review the importance of being a buddy 

and not a bully, and when you see/hear something, say something. Students made wish lists on 

positive things that they would like to see happen in the world rather than goods they would 

like to receive. It’s nice to see that we have so many caring/kind students at FHE. 

Kids of Character: Each month we focus on a new character trait, this month we will be 

discussing Respect. At the end of the month one student from each class will be recognized for 

displaying that trait at school and in their classroom, they will be recognized with a certificate 

and a nomination from their classroom teacher. It’s very important to continue to practice 

these traits at home with your child, remember... you’re their first role model. 

Kids of character nominations for the month of December (Cooperation): Way to go!!! Keep 

up the good work!! 

- Radina Prachtakova 

- Marilyn Herard 

- Kalenso Val Joseph 

- Simra Hossain 

- Janelle Alcide 

- Zaylee Baldwin 

- Miken Xavier 

- Arun Mahajar 

- Genesis Contreas 

 

Stay tuned for this month’s nominations 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

December has been a busy month for our Special Programs crew!  It started with our 
Personal Pony event!  This is always one of our favorite events of the year.  The children 
enjoy combing the ponies’ manes, placing cute, little holiday themed headbands and 
barrettes in their hair, taking them for walks, brushing them and giving them lots of hugs! 
The smiles we see on the faces of our students are priceless! (See pictures at the end of the 
newsletter!!!) 
 
The week of January 3rd begins the implementation of our PAW PALS program!!   This 
program is where our Special Program’s Students are paired with General Education Peer 
Buddies for activities such as the Recycling Club, Environmental Club, Spirit Team, Reading 
Buddies (where they have the opportunity to read with Meadow the Therapy Dog) and 
Social Club.  These clubs do not interfere with the rigorous learning that takes place during 
the day, and end with our Second Annual Special Olympics event!   

 
1. March 17th 2022 Special Olympics Event and Celebration!!!!!!! 

 

2. Parent Trainings!  These are by far my favorite events of the school year.  This is 

where we all face to face to discuss and have mini trainings on topics such as 

behavior, potty training, how to make visuals, etc. Often, we will bring in special 

guest speakers who are specialists in the field of Autism, and a wealth of knowledge 

on various subjects pertaining to common interests such as behavior, 

communication, potty training, restaurant skills and more !  You do not want to miss 

these events!  Be on the look-out for dates and times!!!  

Wishing you all a Very Merry EVERYTHING and a SUPER 2022! Thank you parents for 
your ongoing patience and support.  It takes a village….and our is nothing short of 
“indestructible!” As always, we appreciate you all! 

 
Mrs. Antonini, SLPD.-CCC-SLP 
Autism Coach 
Forest Hills Elementary School  

 
  



 
I hope that you enjoyed the Holidays. As we begin the second half of the school year, it is 
important that we review our students’ academic goals and focus on achieving these. Below are 
some ideas on how you can engage your kid in learning at home: 

• Build language skills and help your child learn new words by telling a story and then have 

them tell you one back.  

• Sing rhyming songs, read rhyming books and say tongue twisters with your child to help 

them learn new sounds in words.  

• Listen to your child read and reread a text at their reading level to build their automaticity. 

• Find books based on topics that your child is interested in and that they would like to 

become an expert on. Talk about what is happening in the text. Ask what they are 

learning. Have fun with the stories you read! Use different voices. Make sound effects and 

funny faces. Act out the stories. 

• Be frequent visitors to your local public library. Let him/her see you choosing, checking 

out and enjoying books. 

• Be a reading role model. If your child sees you reading, he/she will want to learn to read. 

• Everywhere you go, tuck at least one little book in your bag. Pull it out to enjoy together 

anytime you can.  

• Have your child engage in real-world writing. Write a letter to a family member, write a 

short story or have them keep a daily journal.  

• Encourage your child to give detailed responses during conversations. Ask your child 

questions about what he/she sees and experiences. Be sure your questions call for 

sentence answers (more than yes/no answers). 

EXTENDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Parents and Guardians, 

Please be reminded that those students who are confirmed for tutoring (you must have 

turned in permission slips and been confirmed to attend) are expected to attend every 

session and be picked up on time in order to be eligible to continue tutoring. We will not 

have tutoring on Early Release Days. 

 

• January tutoring dates: 

• 1/4, 1/5, 1/6, 1/12, 1/13, 1/18, 1/19, 1/20, 1/25, 1/26, 1/27 

• Dismissal is at 2:40 PM 

 

If you have any questions, you may contact us by email at 

gabriela.genov@browardschools.com and Emily.conrad@browardschools.com . 

 

Thank you for all your support! :) 

 

mailto:gabriela.genov@browardschools.com
mailto:Emily.conrad@browardschools.com


 

From the Desk of Kelly Hickman 

 
2022 All Star Parent Seminar will be on January 29, 2022. 

This is a free virtual event with keynote speaker-Dr. 

Wanda Durant. The Seminar will include informative 

workshops, dynamic presenters, door prizes, and 

vendors. To register, scan the QR code below! 

 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 

Check out what ESLS has been up to! 

 
ESLS had the great opportunity to collaborate with Wingate Oaks Center, Arts4All 

Florida, and the African American Research Library and Cultural Center (AARLC) to 

provide an 8-week arts residency where students with disabilities grades PK-12th 

participated and presented a visual arts "Eyes on Africa" exhibition.  You can visit the 

exhibit at the African American Research Library and Cultural Center to see our 

student's fabulous artwork on display through June 4th or 

at:  https://arts4allflorida.org/Exhibitions.html 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farts4allflorida.org%2FExhibitions.html&data=04%7C01%7Cderrick.huff%40browardschools.com%7C8417d85c1b694cff531608d9be3b25e5%7Ceeacb5cb53704358a96aa3783c95d422%7C1%7C0%7C637749983554882018%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AbggdC2OUnAqps93ShUmioqgmmQ3i4GplW9PmFNW214%3D&reserved=0


 

Club Updates: 
 
Basketball club: Basketball club has begun and it has been off to a great start! Basketball club members 
made their teams and practiced some skills! Next practice, they will be choosing team names, team 
colors and playing in practice games. This has been an amazing opportunity for students to burn some 
energy, while being able to catch up with their friends! -Ms.Stewart, Ms.Taggart and Mrs. Gittman  
 
Debate: Our debate team has began practicing at this time. Our team has been learning about the 
different types of debate. They are in the process of choosing what debate style they want to compete 
in. I can’t wait to hear all their great speeches and can’t wait for our competition season, which starts in 
February! -Ms.Stewart  
 
Mathletes: Our mathematicians are at it again! Some of our students at Forest Hills Elementary have 
been practicing their math skills and critical thinking skills to get ready for upcoming competitions! They 
have been learning how to solve problems critically as a team. They will be ready in no time for their 
chance to shine in this years mathletes competition! - Ms.Stewart and Mrs. Sorrell 
 
Science Club: (Ms. Landau and Ms. Plaza) 
We have created science club as a way to foster a love of science and to give students an opportunity to 
answer the questions they have about the world around them. In December, we explored the 
relationship between the Earth, Moon, and Sun. We made mobiles of the system that is our Sun, Earth, 
and Moon.  
Here are some fun facts about the Sun, Moon, and Earth you can discuss with your student! 

• The Sun warms our planet, and with the Moon, creates the tides. 

• The Moon orbits the Earth and in turn, the Earth orbits the Sun. 

• The Earth’s rotation on its axis makes the Sun rise in the east and set in the west and is a big part of why 

the Moon rises and sets too. 

• The Moon takes 29 days to complete an orbit around the Earth as well. 

• The average distance from the Earth to the Moon is 384,403 km. And the average distance from the Earth 

to the Sun is 149,597,887 km. 

• Because they appear to be the same size in the sky, the Sun, Earth and Moon work together to create 

eclipses.  

• Most of the rise of the tides comes from the gravitational pull of the Moon, but a small amount comes 

from the Sun. 

Here are our upcoming topics and activities! 
January – States of Matter – making Ooblek 
February – Mixtures and Solutions/Dissolving Process – Dissolving Lab 
March – Physical and Chemical Changes - Volcanoes 
 
See you next month! 
Ms. Landau and Ms. Plaza 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Drop off (K-5) Breakfast only: 7:00 am 

Drop off (K-5) not eating breakfast:  7:30 – 7:50 am 
(after 7:50 am K-5 parents must park and escort their student to the front office for a late pass) 

PreK arrival begins at 7:50 am. After 8:30 am, PreK parents must park and escort their student to the 
office for a late pass. 

 
PreK begins dismissal at 1:15 pm and ends at 1:30 pm. 

 (All late pick-ups must sign students out through the front office.) 
Grades K-5 begins dismissal at 1:50 pm and ends at 2:20 pm. 

 (All late pick-ups must sign students out through the front office.) 
 
 

 



Clothing Box  

The Clothing Box located North of the car loop is designated for clothing only. Please do not leave clothing 

or any other materials outside of the bin. Also, we do not collect furniture or anything other than clothing. 

Please do not burden the school’s custodial staff with extra items that must be rummaged through and 

disposed of. The school is not capable of sustaining this task. Thank you so much in advance. Please 

continue to donate your gently used clothing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       
       Teacher Assistants    Aftercare Counselors 
                                 Facilities (Custodian) 
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Pre-K 
& 

 Specialized 
Programs 

We hope you had a GREAT start to 

2022! 


